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ViNERaBLE DRETEREN ;. IITALTII AND THE Arostonic BENE-

DICTION. -
Arrmeren many gicvous and bitter sullevings, from the heginning of
Qur long Purtificele, have fallen to Our lot through various canses
which We liave unfelded in Our Encyclical letters from _tine to time,
yet in these last yedrs-the number of Our sorrgws has so increased
that, were We not upheld by the merey of God, We should be almost
overwhelred by them.

Ot lote indeed matters bave renched sach n pass, that death itself
socrns better than lifo amid sueh storms, and with eyes lifted up to
Leaven We are fuin to ery, “ It is betterfor us to die than to seco the
evils of the gointa” (13. Ever rince Qur city of Rome by the will of
God hag-been tsken away by force of arms, und has passed-under the
sway of-men, who despise law, who are enemies of religion, who. con-
found all things both humen and divine, hardly o day has passed
without inflicting somenew wound on Qur heart alroady suffering from
repeated injuries and wronge, There ring otill in our ears the cries of
religions men and women, who have been driven from their homes in
poverty and seattored hither and thither hy hostile hands, as is dono
where revelution trivmphs @ just ns, according to Athanssius,the great
Antony used to say, “The devil hates sll Christians, hut he cannot
endure good monks #hd virgine dediested to Christ.”

‘We have now seen what we thought could never come to pass,
viz., the suppression and aboliiion of the Roman University, which
had been established (according to the words of an ancient author
writing on the Anglo-Saxon school in Rome), that young chuech-
atudents from distant parts might be educated in Catholie faith and
doctrine, lcs6 in their own lande: they should be wrangly taught or in
s way conbrary to Catholio anity, and that they might go back strong
and seadfust in the faith, Thus while by foul means We are by
degrecs deprived of all ways of ruling and governing the Universul
Church, it i3 clearly mavifest how very far from the truth is that
which has been asserted, viz., that the liberty of the Roman Pontiff
in the exercise of his spirvitusl ministry and in his relations with-the
Catholic world has been no wise diminished by the loss of Gur eity:
nay it bocomes cleaver every day, how truly we have so oiften insisted,
that the sncrilegious usurpeiion of Our territory has had fer its especinl
object the subversion of the Pontifical authority and the destruction,
if pussible, of the Cutholic Religion i self.

It is not however the object of Ouv letfer to wiite to you on the
woes of Qur cily and of the whole of Ltaly, We would rather pass in
silence over Cur own sorvews, if-by the merey of God We could
assuage the bitter griefs which so many of Qur Vouerable Brathren,
their clergy a1.d people, are undergeing in other lands.

You are well uware, Venersble DBrethren, that certain of the
Cantons of the Swiss Fedevailon—nol at the suggestion of non-
Catholics, eme of whom have condamned the act, but at the bidding
of those busy sectarians who have now everywhere possessed them.
selves of power—have overturned the order and undermined the
foundations ¢f the Church of Christ, contyary to every rule of justice
and in spite of tkeir publicly pledged word ; for accordiug to rolemn
covenunts passed by the luws and authovity of the Federatinn the
religions hberty of the Catholics ought bo be waintained iuviolutoe.

In Qur Allocution of the 23vd of December, 1872; We lamented
the wrongs inflicted on religion by the-Glovernmonts of {Licae Cantons,
‘‘both in muking decrece concerning tlie doctrince of the Catholie
Fuith, i showing fuvor o aposiates, and in fo1bidding the exercise of
episcopal power.” Qur just compluints made by Our Llnvey before
the Federat Couneil were nltogether overlooked, uor was grenter regurd
shown to the repented remonstrances of the Bishops of Bwilzerland,
and of the Catholics of overy class, snd fresh wrongs put the last
ptroke to the injuries alicady inflicted.

Mdter the toreible bauishment of Qur Venerable Brothor Gaepar,
Bivhop of ebron and Vienr-Apostolic of Geneve, so glorious for the
sufferer and so dizgracelul to those wlho pui it into execution, the
Goverunient of Ghouer., en the 23rd of BMarch and the 27th of
August of 1hiis pear, enacted two laws of ihe same tenor as the decree
of Cetuber, 1872, which wee condemned by Us in the Allocution before
mentioned.  Lhat Goveriment has elaimed the right of refopming the
gonstrtution of ths Coarliohie Church ia the Canton according to the
demoevutic pattern, and of subjecting the Bishop to the il Power iu
the excecise of Lis proper jumsaretion, and the almini-tration and
delegatien of bis suthurny to others; forbidding Lim to dwell in the
Canton, Lumiting ihe 1 amber avd bouwdarica of Lha purishes, laying i
down the fm and ~onditions of the clechion of paiish priests and
their a~cistun®e, and the meuner of thelr reagnstion o stzspension
assiguing to faymen ihe right of nowinetion and the temporal almin-
istrution and inspection of ecelesinstiesl afiaivs generally. Morcover,
rarich pricsts aud their wszistants, without pormission—swithdrawn at
pleasure—at tue CGovernment, were forbidden to exereise their fune.
tions, to accept any digaities hizher than that conferved apon them by
ihe eleetion of the peenle, and were also forced to take an oath in
torms involving aeiual spostasy. Tt is clear thas laws of thia kind ure
not only null and voul by reason of want of pawer in the liw-makers
s being Joymen and non Gutholics, but aleo nereznrds their provisious
st they ore po contruvy to the doctrines of the Cathelie Faith, and
52 the erclesinetionl Jiscipline erjoined by Pontifical Qonstizutions suc
the (Beun.onweal Ceundil of Lrent, that they cught tod be alicgether
rajected by Us.

We, therefore, 08 required by Our offies, do, by Our Apostolic
authority, sol. maly reject and condemu them, declaring the requiced
oath to be unlawful sod saerilegions, and that ol those, who i the
Canten of Geneva or elaewhere, having been elected aceording to the
tenor of the same laws, or others Jike them, by the votea of the people,

and conflvisat:on of the civil power, shall venfure fo fake npon them
¢1) Mechab, il 50,

eculéatastical futotions, do ipso facto incur the greater excouimunica-
tion, especially vesevvad to this Holy See, and othér exmionieal penaltios ;-
and that they are to be avdided by the faithful according to the Diviue
command “as strangers and robbers, who' ¢dmbd not but to steal and to-
kill angd to destroy " (2). , . .

Tliese are sad and sorrowful events, but deeds still more ' sorrovw-
ful bave tuken place, in five of the seven eantons whid), form 'tha’
Digcese of Bile, viz, Sileure, Berne, Bile-Campdine, Aargad, mul
Zivieh, 1In those parts aleo laws have been edhéted converning
parishes, the electionand’ dischargo of parish priesta and their agais.>
tants, subversive of the-gevernment and Divine constitution of the_
Church, and subjecting the Church to the sseulnr snd schismatical
power. These laws, and especinlly the law/of tha 23rd of Deeamber,
1872, passed by the Grovernuient of Soleurs. We denounce and eoni
dern, and order to be cousideral as so denonaced and econdomned.,
After Oiir Venovable Brothor Eugenins, Bishop of Bale, in his juss
indignation and Apostolic fortitudo, had rejocted - certain articles peo-
posed in the mesting.or “so-cdlled diocesan conferénce, to whish thara’
catne delegates from the five atoresaid cantous,—~Daving a2 jrdt reason!
for rejecting them ns injurions to.Episeopil- authority, subversivo of
hieravchieal government, and cpenly favarable to heresy: for this
‘conge hd was banished from his Bishoprie, expelled from his house,.
and violently driven into exile. No kind of wrong and injury was-
left undone to lead intoe schism the clergy and peopls of the five aforex
taid cantons; the clergy wera furbil den to hold uny intevcowrse witix
their bapished pastor ; ordera wore given to tho Cathedral Chaptes of
Biile to proceed to the election of a Viear-Capitular or AQministrator,
as if the Bee were actually vacant, Ths Chapter, however, vigorously
protested, and spurned such unworthy action. fn the meantime, by,
a decree of the civil magistrates of Berne, sisty-nine parish pricats of
the Conten of Jara wers fochidden to exoreise their-functions, and
deprived of their office, for the ouly reason that they had oponly testi-
ied, that they acknowledged cnly Our Vencrable Brother Eugenius as
their lawfal Bishop and Pastor, und would not treacherously sever’
themselves from Catholic nnity. The consequence Is that the whole-
of that distzist—which had constantly preserved the Catholiv faith,
and which had been united to the Canton of Berne on the coudition
of keoping the exercise of relizsion free and inviolate—has been
deprive | of Mass, and the rites of baptism, marriage, and burial in
spite ofithe compluints and rer onstrances of the fuithiul, by the bishest
injustice reduced to the necessity cither of receiving. schismagieal und’
heretical - pastors thenst apon them by civil authovity, or of baing
depiived of ult assistance and winistry of their priesta,

We thank God for upholding aud strengtieaing with the sama
grace that sustained the martyrs, that choson part of ths Cacholic
flock, which manfully follows their Bishop, “sctting up & wall for the
house of I-racl 'to stand in battle in the day of the Lord” (8), and
without fear treading in the {ootsteps of the Head of Martyes, Jo-us
Christ, meeting ferocious wolves with the meelness of lLunbs, nnd
cheerfully aud patiently fighting for the Faith.

This noble constuncy of the fuithful in Switzerland is imilated in
& maaner worthy of all praiss by the clergy and faithiul people of
Crermany, following the bright cxamples of their Biskops. Thoy hare
heen made = speztucle to the world, to angels, and to men, who from
every side look up {o them elad with the breastplate of Catholie teuth,
and in the helmet of salyation, valiantly fighting tie battle of God,
Their couraze and iavineibls fortitude {a the more adinired and praused,
ns doy by day the persecution raised against them in Germany, and
espeeinily in Prussia, rages more and more bitterly,

Beside many grave wrongs inficted lest year upon the Callinlic
Churely, the Prus ian Goverminent has suhjected to the civil pover, by
cruel and unjust legisintion, allogether aliea from 1te for.ner ecaduet,
the cubire instruction and education of the clergy, in such manner thas
it belongs to the said power to enguire into and to deeids in whag
mauner Church students are to be tanght tnd treined to the sueordotal
and pastoral life ; .and procee.ding further, it gives to bhe same power
the right of examining aud judging in respeet to eollating to all
ceclesiastical oflices und benefices, and even of depriving swred pistors
- f oflice and of benefice.  Moreveer, in order to subvert more speelily
and completely the ecelesiastien! government of the Chuareh, and the -
order of Hisrarchical obedience instituted by Christ Owr Lord Him-
self, many obstacles are interpnsed by the same laws to hinder the
Bicghops in providing with timely measures by' eananisal censures and
paius for the salvation of souls, fur the soundness of doctving in
Catholic sclicols, or for the obadience due to them from thelr cloray,
For, preorcing to the tenor of those luvs the Bisheps are not per-

ritted to exarciso these functiony save only at the plecsure of the eivil
authority and uecording to the rules Liid dvwa by the same.  Finally,
that notling should be waunting to the entive suppression of the
Cathelic Churdh a rayal tribunal for ecclesiastical wifiirs lLas been
instituted, before which Bishops aud saered pastors may be ci'a !, hoth
by private men who ure thetr subjects, and by public migistiates,
there to receive judgmen} as ceiminals, and to be eocrerd in the
exercise of their spiritual office.

Thas the Holy Church of Christ, to which the nescsswy and full
tiberty of religion had been guaranteel by the sslemn and veirerated
promise of princes, and by public pacts wnd conventions, s mow iy
nouraing in those regions, siripped of its every 1ight, and exposed to
haostile powers which threagon 16 with Bual destrachon 3 for this new
legislation reachos 1o the point of rendering the life of the Chureh im-
posaibile, :

No wonder, therefore, that in that Empire the former ralizivus
pence should be broken up by laws of this kind and by the uthar
counscls and acts of the Prusaiun Government fuil of hostility te the
Church. Wherefore, il any ono werld thirow the blame of theso
pertwrbations on the Cstholics of the German Empire, i would be
altogother without warrant, For it it be imputed to them az gn
offence that thoy do not acquicsee in those laws in which with 4 safs
conscience tliey eannot aegudesse ; for a Iike roazon and in Lke wmanner
tho aposties and martyrs of Jesus Christ are to be avensed, who chean -~

(2) Bt Johm x., 5y 10
(3) Ezech. xiii. b,




