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THE CHURCH AND MODERN PROGRESS.

BISHOP MORAN'S APPROVAL.
Thb manner ia which the NewZealand Tablet has beenhitherto
conducted is deserving of approval. Ihave no doubt the future
management will be in accordance with thepast, and that this journal
Will continue to be an excellent Catholic new^papor. Under these
circumstances, Ican have no hesitation in saying it deserves the
generous support of all Catholics in thisColeny. Ibeg to recommend
it to then, most earnestly.

Given atDunedin, 15thJuly,1873.
t P. Mohan,

Bishopof Dunedin.

civilization. Has thisprogressand thisculture been fatal
to Catholicity P has the Church died out in these countries
as they have advanced ?

Let us see. A century ago, there werehardlysixty
thousand Catholics in Great Britain; there aranow two
millions! And what is the condition of these two mil-
lions ? They haveanobleHierarchy;anumerous, learned
and active clergy; hundreds of beautiful churches, will
supplied with all requisites for the Divine worship and tha
administration of the sacraments; a large number of
schools,colleges,and religious communities. Inaddition,
throughout England theChurch ia annually attracting t:>
her fold thousands from every rank in society. Ainon^t
the most earnest and devoted of her children are to be
found men and women of the noblest intellects,highest
culture,andmostextensive attainmsnts,scientific, literary.
andtheological, whomher uurivalled claitn3 have won over
from the ranks of her bitterest enemies. In England tie
Catholic Church has done more than keep pace with the
progress of the nation. She has not only kept her own in
the midst ofmodern civilization,but has been able to ln^lce
successful sallies into the enemies' camp. Hero then, in
this great nationmodern progress ha3notbjen fatal to tha
Catholic Church.

But itwill beasked,— how is it in tli3 Unital Stitja,
the most liberal and progressive of nations? It will bo
news, indeed, to the would-be philosophers that in the
UnitedStates, under a most free and democratic constitu-
tion, the progressof the Catholic Church has been more
marked than even inEngland. In the United States a
century ago there was not even one Bishop, hardly a
priest, and only ahandful of Catholics scattered farand
wide. To-day there are fifty Bishops, moro than three
thousand priests, and between nine and ten, millions of
Catholics. They possess efficient schools,colleges, univer-
sities. Their churches, which are numerous, are amongst
the noblest monuments of the country. Tli3yhave, in
great numbers, convents, hospitals,asylums, orphanages,
andother institutions of charity—

apowerful Press, and a
literature thatis not inferior to that of any other deno-
mination. In the greatcentres of populationandinfluence
theChurch isevennow very powerful,andit is the opinion
of a great American statesman that in five and twenty
years the centres of population and intelligence, that is the
great cities throughout the States, willbeentirely Catholic.
Indeed ithas been said by one competent to form ajudg-
ment on the subject, that in a quarter of a century every
man of intelligence in the United States, who cares for his
soul, willbe a Catholic. It is calculated that there are in
the Catholic Church in the United States at this moment
one million five hundred thousand converts. And what
adds to thesignificance of this,is the fact that these con-
verts have, to a very great extent, come from the intel-
ligent and cultured classes. For example, the present
Archbishop of Baltimore, the Bishops of Philadelphia, otV
Columbus ;Brownson,&c.,are all converts.

Progress then
—

intellectual power
— learning,civilization,

high culture, arenot fatal to theCatholic Church. On the
contrary, judging from what is going on in England and
America, it must be concede1 that all thesearefavourable
to the prosperity and advancement of the grand oli
Church.

This is an age of progress. All are agreed thatit is so ;
and public writers take care thatmen shall not forget the
fact. The word progress stares one in the face every-
where. It is always to be found inthenewspapers. "Works
on PoliticalEconomy of course cannot dispense with it.
Philosophers and literary men finditnecessary,convenient,
and telling. Almost everywhere too,it will be found to
possess one striking peculiarity. Progress is not unfre-
(juently set down as theantagonist of the Catholic Church,
to which,it is said, enlightenment and advance are fatal.
This is a platitude that has been repeated usque ad
nauseam by the would-be menof progress.

But is it so ? This is a question which may be con-
sidered inthe light of the past and the present. As to the
past,it will be enough to say here, that after eighteen cen-
turies ofconflict inevery nationandunder every condition
of science and civilization, the Church still exists and
flourishes. InJ the eyes of the philosopher deserving the
name thiß fact wouldafford a stroug argument that the re-
sult of the future will be the same as that of the past.
Modern philosophers, however,seem to ignore facts, and
ground their theories on hope and their own limited ex-
perience. To us their argument, substantially, appears to
be this—that as they have lost the Faith,so every one who
has attained, orshall attaiu to their measure ofenlighten-
ment, which of course is the orthodox measure, must also
lose it.

We areunable to give a definition of this orthodox
measure of progress, but taking things as they are, we
think there is not much ground in the history of the a^e
on which to hope for the realization of the theory ofour
modern philosophers. What is the teachingof the present
century on the point under consideration? If progress,
advanced civilization,as it is said, must be fatal to Catho-
licity, surely the Catholic Church must be retrogradingin
the mostprogressive and civilized States. Do facts, how-
ever, bear out the theory? Take the two greatest nations
in the world, the two most remarkable for progressaccord-
ing to modern ideas—England and the United States of
America.

These countries are in the van of civilization,in ma-
terial prosperity,, political freedom; in commerce, trade
and manufactures; ineducation, science, arts, andlitera-
ture^ And itis no exaggeration to say that they are the
envy of the world,for their generalculture and progressin

THE ELECTIONS AT HOME.
Pabljajient in the Home Countryhas been dissolved,anithe elections for a new one are progressing. The latestnews by telegram informs us that several severecontestshad already taken place, and that in many constituencies-Conservative representativeshad replaced Liberals. Thishad been anticipated, and it is not at all improbable that
inGreatBritain the Conservative party mayhave a majo-rity;oratleast, thatpartiesmay beevenlybalanced. Undersuch circumstances political confusion seems inevitable,
unless indeed one of the parties consent to grantHome Kule to Ireland. For otherwise theIrish vote can-
not be dependedupon by either.

InIreland the overwhelming majority of the Repre-
sentatives will be pledged to liberal principles, and one-halt at least of the new. members will be Home Ruler*,
pledged to oppose every Ministry unfavourable to a Par-liament in College Green. Again, almost all Irish repre-
sentatives will be opposed to Becular andgodless education- "
The fanaticism of English Liberals on this subject has al.ready alienated Ireland,, so much so, indeed, that only a*little skilful management and a little prudeat cx>uccswia:^
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL.
J. MOYLAN,

TAILOR AND CLOTHIER,
Late of Frederick Street,

BEGS to inform his friends and thepublic thathehas removed to
morecentralpremises, situate inGeorge street (lately occupied

by MessrsHarrop and Neil, Jewellers), where by strict attention to
business and first-class workmanship,he hopes tomerit their patronage.

ff^ENDERS invited for erection of extensions to ConventualEstab-L lishment at Wnikari (wood); also for G.itJ Lodge at same
r (stone). To be lodged with the undersigned on or before the 21st

inst., at noon.
R. A. LAWftON, Architect.

OUR Agantsand Subscribersare requested to bear .in mind that
theNew Zealand TabletCo. is regularly callad upon to meet

the liabilities of the paper,and that consequently it is necessary the
amounts due to the company should be settledpromptlyandregularly.They will therefore confer a favoron theDirectors if they will be good
enough to forward to the lion. Secretary the sums no»v due, withas
little delay as possible.


