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ARCHBISHOP MANNING ON IRELAND.

W3 continue from a previous issus and conclade the publication of
the important letter sent by His Grace Archbishop Meaning to the
Lord Primate of lreland, wfter the consecration of Armagh Cathe-
«dral :—

The progress of Ireland is on the pathway of Christianity, which
haa made the nationa of Chrijstendom and the glory of them. They
have departed, or are departing from faith, and their glory likewiss is
departing from them Tor them I see no future. I ses no future for
Tmperisl Germany, or for revolutionnary Ttaly, or for Spain, if it aban-
don its ancient Catholie traditions ; or for France, if it continue to deily
Voltaire and to glorify the principles of 1780, But I do see o future
Tor Englaud—if Ireland be Ireland still, and if England have still &
Christinn haart, Here is the trial which has now reached its crisis.
The trial ie this: Shall the next generation of Irishmen be formed as
Cotholica? Shall the next generation of Englishmen be formed as
"Christians ?

III. I am at a loes to understand the blindness which kas fallen
upon a multitude of men at this day. They wouldiudignantly ¢laim
to be Christiane. But they deal with Christian education as they
would deal with the casting of iron and the combing of wool; as a
necessary but expensive work, in wliich there is no motire for enthu-
giasm, Not so those who desire to rid the world of the Catholie faith,
of dootrinal Cluistianity, and of religien in any form. They kuow
perfectly well that the school is more fatal to their policy than the
churck. Our ¢hurches would so stand empty if onr schools were not
full. They see what we are either blind enough not to see, or, ag they
may w(ll think, stupid enough not te understand : that the shape and
mould, and form, and character of the next penerniion is to be decided
in our schools, DBring up the children without religion, and the nexe
generation will pull dows the churches. We in Ingland were upon
the brink of being terrified by sgitation, and juggled by Leagues into a
eompromise, which is the beginniog of interminable concessions. This
danger is T hope pust, because the momentary scare is over, and the
waoalkness of the agitetion is found out. We have need, however, of a
tundred eyes, and of keepiug them dll open, to wateh the dangers
which beset the Catholic nnd Christian education of theee countries.
T'he popular edueation of Ireland is indeed sufe: not through Bny
favour of legizlatures, but through the fidelity and industry ; which niil
render all experiments at mixed edueation in Ireland useless, becso |
the Catholie luity in Ireland refuse them, and the Catholic Church is |
reaolved to provide colleges and a higher education for its people.
When the late proposal for woivereity education in Ireland wuas first
made known, I was, for a time, indwced to believe, looking at it as for
usin England, that it could be accepted with satety n}\d workel for
ultimate good. But this impression, far I will noteull it a judgment
or even an opinion, I carefully guarded by the conscousness that those
oaly who are upon the spot snd famili:r with all local andjpersonal
conditiors conld form an adeguate judgment. I wag fully aware thet
what could be tolerated in England might be intolerable in Ireland;
and that whut would be a gain to a handful of Catholics in a vast non-
Catholic population, might be o great loss, and even o wrong, toa
Catholie people of which the religioua unity and Catholic tradilions are
unbroken. When, then, the Catholic Episcopateo{ Ireland refused |
the proposal on the high Christian principle thar it involved two things
which the Latholic Chureh inflexibly refluses, the one mixed educa-
tion, the ather education without faith, I recognised the Ligher and
e sbler attitude of its refusal. I saw in it the brond sssertion that a
Catholie people have a right to Catholic edueation; that edueation is
Tnpossible without faith ; that already encugh had heen endured by !
Irelaud ; and that had been done by Parlinment in the establshinent
of primary schools in which Catholie religion could not be tauvsht, and
in the founding of colleges where education is mixed ; that both these
things nre wrong, ngainst o Catholic party ; and thet it was therefore
impossible to congent to 1 measnre whiuch would eonselidute, perpetaaie,
snd estend thissv<tem of mized and Godlesa eduecation, in the heart of
B people profoundly velizious and profoundly Cathohie, When T sew
this, T at onee recognised not o]y the truth and the justies, but also
tho hizher elevation of your reply.  Such muxed and Goudless sechemes
of umiversity eduestion have become inevitable in England by renson
of our endless religious contentivns,  Hngland has lost irs rebgious
unity and is paymg the grievous penaity, But Irdun | nay well re-
wind the Imperial Parliunent that it Lina not forfeize Lits reliztous unity,
and that sueh pewnal Jegislation {3 nenher pecossary nor tolerable. |
Even ~ectlund Tias made this plea poo 1, in bar of scheines of education
at vauance »ith its relicious convietiona,  The Scoleh Education
Bill  is  essentially wvelimous and  denominatienal.  Parliament
has legislated  for Scotlind  wicely  and  justly;  according  to
the desires uand the conseence of the Scotel people. It wiil
assuredly take 1ts measure of nny education schemes for Eugland from
the ileas and choives of the BEughsh peopie.  To thewr shame be it
spcken, there wre Englishmen end Seotechmen who w3l cliim thus for |

themselves and will deny it to Trishmen.  We hase of late years fully
vnmasked this injustice. For a long tima your eluim was not Jensed,
beeause it wea not distinetly enuncinted. [reland had borne with a
long course of miggard and ungenerous legislation ; tn wlncl.L the least !
possible recoguition was adnutted that Ireland iz o Cuiholis countey, l
and the Irizh a Catholic people.  But when, certain politicians began !
to claim Presbrterian edueation for Presbyterian ¥eotland, the whole !
truth was told, and the claim of Ireland was unintentionally established.
The Presbyterians 1 Reotland are ss somealiat more thau four to |
one of the populatien,  The Catholics of Irelnnd are whout tlu_: sams |
to their nov-Cathelic fellow countrymen, The late Trish Universuy
debates have hitted the whole question, and pluced 1t upon this level,
Catholic Ireland justly elairms that its ligher cduchtion shuil be
Catholie.  And from 1lns demand,tT trust, under ‘_30;1, ik will never go
Yack. The Bishops and people of Ireland who, in resistance ol tha
Godless colleges five-and-twenty years agn, foundel a_Ca!ho\_w Umn
versity, wiil nat fn.l now in resisling the scheme of & wmixed univerrty,-
to gire permenence dnd developmeat to tho university which already
exirta, The vigorous unity of tho pastors and people of Ireland will

———

not hesitate to take upand to consolidute the workiwhich wasss well
begun with so much foresight, and with so much self-denisl. Tts very
existence on Stephon’s Green is & witness that Catholic Xreland claims
a pure Cotholic University, I trust that no line, no letter of this nobls
and explicit inscription, will be effaced. It was the work of the Irish
Church and nation. It hus steod for more than twenty years, bearing
witness to the claims of the laity of Ireland, and to the duty cf the
Imperial Parlament towards the Lrish people. Ifit served no sther
purpose in our dey--and it does serve a8 multitule of other and ex-
cellent uses—this one aloue would saffice to bind the faithlul to main-
tain i¢ in its integrity, and to make it the centre of the higher national
education of Treland.

1V. 1If 1his bo done by the spontancous efforts of the Irish people,
the dny must come when a juster spirit will pravail in our Legislature.
Tt will not for ever obey the narrow bigotry of Covenanters, nor the
Jealous fears of Sectarinns, nor the imperial haughtiness of tyrannical
Liberals, noe the supercilions contempt of infidels. The Parliament
of the future will be broader, and more in sympathy with the con-
stituencies of the three kingdoms. Englind and Scotland will nct
claim to legislate fur Treland according to Fnglish and Scoteh interests
and preju sices ; and Ireland, when it is justly treated, will have no
more will then than it las now to make or meddle in local affuirs of
Englind or Scotland, The three peoplos are distinet in blood, in re-
ligion, in character, andin loesl interests, They! will soon leara to
“live and let live,” when the vanishing reliquie of the Tador tyranny
shall have died out uniess the insane example of Germany snall, for a
time, inflame the heads of certain violent politicians to try their haud
at what they call au Tmpevial policy. I have watehed with a mirture
of sorrow and indignation the wiitings and the speeches of a haodful
of boisterous and biustering doctrinires, who are tryiug to turn men
away from doing what i just towards Tretand by grandiloguent
phrases about the Imperial race and Imperial policy. An Imporial
policy, in the mouths of doctrinaires, means a legislation which iravres
the epecial character and logitimate demands of races and localities,
and subjects them fo the coercion of laws at variance with their moat
sacred wstinets, Not so the Imperial policy of anciont Rone, which
wisely consolidaied its world-wide power by the most delicate regard
to the religion of every race and nation. But our doctriniires either
have no religion, or o Seoteh or English creed. They will taks good
care to make prowision for themselves.

Tinperial policy means, snd may be defined s, legislation to
hamper and harass the Cathelic Chureh in Ireland. Such Dmperial
legialution would be intensely English for England, aod Scotch for
Seotland ; but Imyperinl, that is anti Lrish and anti-Catholie, for
Irelund. Imperwl legi-la ion means nsing Imperial power to foree
Ireland 1ato subjection to the religious ideas of Englind. Thesa same
gentlemen lamient oponly that the policy of tha Ludors stooped short
of exterminating the Irish Catholic vace. They are saying: © If wa
had lived in the days of our fathers not a Catholis soul should lave
beeu leflt in Ireland, and then we should now hare had no troublas
with questions of Chureh, or land, or university education.” The
appearance of su:h public counsellars is = portent. They distort the
vislon and heat the blood of men; they revive snimosities and kindle
old butes. They inay be the forerunners of couvalsions which would
liy waste our publie peace, if there be not calmer heads and juster
hearts to repress their inflammatory deelanation,

The rize of an empire is no causs of Joy to men who love their
country. Itis thesign ef the loss of true liberty, When local gov-
ernment, springing from pure natiounl self-control, grows weak and
inpotent, then, nod then only, it is that imperial centralization becomes
possible and necessary. Franee has tiied it, and is expiating the fauls
by half n century of successive revolutions aaf s chrouic dnstability.
Germany is beginning to inlict upon itself a veugeance worse than
Frunee could wrenk, by an imperid despotism which lesislates in
vielim of the roligion snl conecience of its subjects.  Its present
ecclestaxticnl fana have been himled awvd herslded by our newspapers
as the poliey of Henry VILL T.l the other day no Enghshman was
found to glovify Henvy VIIL, Now lie has recetved his apstheosis as
a great Enghshman and a wise bing.  Geemany iz applanded beeause
it s persecuting the Catholie Chueeh. The Imperial powes is sstiing
to us the maguauimous exznyle of defring the Pope. Arti:les wirh-
out end appear every wiook, all allie with sympitiy Do this ignnbl»
tivanay, whieh ililates hborty of conseionee, of religion, of speech, und
of netion, in ity wnost siersd sphere,  Anl Eugishman, who have
prated for thres hundred yearsof the daty of private judgment, of the
rizhis of cansvience, of cinal aad veligisus libarty, are peaising the
German penal laws with atl the fervor with waich they nsad to de-
nounce thie fubles of the Spaai-h Ingniation.

V. Teannot =1y that Thive muel fear of an impo
Great Britain and Teeland. The day is pust, anld the wor
found tio toazh fov oar doctrinires.

al poliey in
woukld b
My ehief rea o1 [or this con-

o Buldenes s, that the pep'e of thiese theee Litglo ns w.ll net have it 8o,

Thoy mean to munage thewe omy ailhirs with a preat extension, rathes
than an Duebreadsh of duninetiag, £ the feoodom of ool 52if govarn-
ment.  They are williny, a3 [ saul, t5 live anl to let live; not t»
weddie wiain ethers, nor by adlow anvbody to meddle with them : alove
all, fu matters of ¢ zeiznee and relizon ey wil not be interforad
with by any suthorty. They have no de-vre to interfere with the con-
scienco or religroa ot thiwe noghbors; and they do not mean to be
usad again as the tools or the weanns of asy partr, political oo
religiou,

Suel is carfain'y the min1 ol wil of the Bagish poople, a3 T
belicre Eewn undevtake to sy an LT thiak vo e Grecse wonld be ahle
to add your testumony a3 t3 the people of Iectand, They have least of
all any desice to me Wi nith the poltiasl oe relisgious Aiics of theie
neighbors 5 aud thy ve no ntention thit a1y neighbors whatsoeves
shonld meddls with tieirs.  En this tempor of wnt [ see the sarest
guarantees of our fulure peace ; and of the henlthful development of
a laral suif—go':crmnen‘. over the threo king loms, sautal to the oh vmeter,
faith, conscience, trahinions, and interests of each, We shall theseby re-
mave every day furtlier from the dangers of  Imperial ” contraliz tion,
which iz everywhere, a- It has baen in Franes, the pariyse of afi local



