
Saturday,February 14, 1874.] NEW ZEALANDTABLET.
ARCHBISHOP MANNING ON IRELAND.

Wb continue from aprevious issue and conclude the publication of
the important letter sent by His Grace Archbishop Manning to the
-Lord Primate of Ireland, after the consecration of Armagh Cathe-
-drill :—:

—
The progress^ of Irelandis on the pathway of Christianity, which

has made thenations of Christendom and the glory of them. They
havedeparted,or are departing from faith, and their glory likewise is
departing from them For them Isee no future. Iseenofuture for
ImperialGermany,or for revolutionaary Italy,or for Spain, if itaban-
donits ancient Catholic traditions ;or for France, ifit continue todeify
Voltaire and to glorify thopiinciples of 1789. But Idosee a future
for England— if Ireland be Ireland s(ill, and if England havestill a
Christian heart. " Here is the trial wHoh has now reached its crisis.
The trial ie this:Shall thenext generation of Irishmen be formed as
Catholics? Shall the next generation of Englishmen be formed as
'Christians ?

111. Iamat a loss to understand the blindness whichhas fallen
upona multitude ofmen at this day. They would"indignantly claim
tobe Christians. But they deal with Christian education a3 they
would deal with the casting of iron and the combing of wool;as a
necessary but expensive work, in which there is no motivefor enthu-
siasm. Not so those whodesire to rid tho world of the Catholic faith,
of doctrinal Christianity, and of religion in any form. They know
perfectly well that the school is more fatal to their policy than the
church. Our ciiurches would so stand empty if our schools were not
'full. They see what we are either blind enough not to see,or, as.they
may will think,stupidenough not to understand:that the shape and
mould, and form, and character of thenext genera!ion is tobe decided
in our schools, Bring up the children without religion, and the next
generation will pulldown the churches. We in England were upon
the brink of being terrified by agitation, and juggled by Leagues into a
compromise, which is thebeginning of interminable concessions. Thia
dangeris Ihope past, because the momentary scare is over, and the
"weakness ofthe agitationis found out. We have need,however,of a
hundred eves, and of keeping them all open, to watch the dangers
which beset the Catholic andChristian education of these countries.
The populareducation of Ireland i-s indeed sufe:not through any
favour of legislatures, butthrough the fidelity and industry;which will
render all experiments at mixed education in Ireland useless, beeuiso
the Catholic Luty in Ireland refuse them, and the Catholic Church is
resolved to provide colleges and a higher education for its people.
When the late proposal for university education in Ireland was first
made known,Iwas, for a time, induced to believe, looking at it as for
uiin England, that it could be accepted with satety and worked for
ultimate good. But this impression, forIwill not call it a judgment
or evenan opinion,Icarefully guardedby tho consciousness that those
only who are upon the spot and familiir withall local andjpersonal
conditions conld form an adequate judgment. Iwas fully aware tlibt
what couldbe tolerated inEngland might be intolerable in Ireland;
and that what would be a gain to ahandfulof Catholics in a vast non-
Catholic population,might be a great loss, and even a wrong, toa
Catholic people of which the religious unity and Catholic traditions are
unbroken. When, then, the Catholic Episcopateof Ireland refused
theproposalon thehigh Christian principle that it involved two things
which the Catholic Church inflexibly refuses, the one mixededuca-
tion, the other education without faith, Irecognised theLigher and
njblerattitude of its refusal. Isaw in it the broad assertion that a
Catholic people havearight to Catholic education;that education is

Impossible without faith:that already enough had been endured by
Ireland;and thathad been done by Parliament iv the establishment
of primary schools in which Catholic religion couldnot be taught, and
in the founding of colleges where education is mixed;that both these
thing are wrong,against a Catholic party;and that it was therefore
impossible to consent to ameasure which wouldconsolidate,perpetuate,
andextend thijsystem of mixedand Godless education, in theheart of
apeople profoundly religious and profoundly Catholic. When Isaw
this, Iat oncerecognised not o*dy the truth and the justice, but also
the higher elevation ofyour reply. Such mixed and Godless schemej
of university education havebecome inevitable in England by reason
cfour endless religious contentions. England has lost iirs religious
unity and is p'iyini» the guevouspenalty. But Irtlan Imiy well re-
imnd the ImperialParliament th'it it has not forftiteIits religious unity,
and that eueh penal legislation is neither necessary i,or tolerable.
Even Scotland has made thisplc.i goo1, in bar of sclietnee of education
at vananco w.ith its religious convictions. The Scotch Education
Bill is essentially religious and denominational. Parliament
has legislated for Scotland widely and justly; according to
tho desires and the concccnco of the Seotoli people. It will
assuredly t»ke its measureof a'iy education schemes for England from
the ideas and choices of the English people. To their shame be it
spoken, then5 are Kngli^hmen and Scotchmen who will cliiru this for
themselves and will deny it to Irishmen. We ha\c of late years fully
unmasked this injustice. For a long tims your claim was not domed,
because it was not di.--tinctly enunciated. Irelaud hid borne with a
long course of niggard and ungenerous legislation;piwhich the least
possible recognition was admitted that Ireland is a Calliolij country,
and theIrish a Catholic people. But when,certain politicians began j
to claim Presbyterian education for Presbyterian Scotland, the whole

'
truth was told, and the claim of Ireland wasunintentionally established. I
The Presbyterian* 111 Scotland are as somewhat more thau four to |
oneof the population. Tho Catholics of Ireland are about the same|
to their uou-Citliolic fellow countrymen. The late Irish University
debates have lilted the whole question,andplacedit upon this level.|
Catholic Ireland justly claims that its higher education shall be j
Catholic And from ibis demand,^!trust, under God,it will never go ,
back. Tho Bishops and peopleof Ireland who, in resistance 01 the |
Godless colleges flve-and-twenty years ago, founded a Catholic U:n I
versity, willnot fa.i now in rosi3ting the scheme of a mixed univerrty,-
togne permanence and developnio.it to tho university which already.
exists. The vigorous unity of tho pastors and people of Ireland will

not hesitate to take up and to consolidate the work^which was se weft
begun withbo much foresight, and withso much self-denial. Its very-
existence on Stephen's Green is a witness thatCatholic Irelandclaimi
a pure CatholicUniversity. Itrust thatno line,no letterofthis nobto
andexplicit inscription, will be effaced. Itwas the workof theIrishChurch and nation. Ithas stool for more thau twenty years,bearing
witness to the claims of the laity ofIreland, and to the duty cf the
ImperialParliament towards theIrishpeople. Ifit served uo other
purpose inour day

—
and itdoes serve a multitude of other and ex-

celleut uses
— this one aloue would suffice tobind the faithful tomain-

tainit iD its integrity, and to make it the centreof thehigher national
education of Ireland.

IV. Ifthi9 be done by the spontaneousefforts of tlia Irishpeople,the day must come whena juster spirit wilt pravail inour Legislature.
Itwillnot for -ever obey thenarrow bigotry of Covenanters, nor the
jealous fears ofSectarians, nor the imperial haughtiness of tyrannicalLiberals,nor the supercilious contempt of infidels. The Parliamentof the future willbe broader, and more in sympathy with the con-
stituencies of the three kingdoms. England and Scotland will netclaim to legislatefor Ireland according toEnglish and Scotch interests
and prpju -ices ;and Ireland, whenitis justly treated, will have no
more will then than ithas now to make or meddle in local affairs of
England or Scotland. The threepeoples are distinct in blcod, in re-
ligion, in character, andin local interests. TheyJ will soon learn to"liveandlet live," when the vanishing reliquiceofthe Tudor tyrannyshall have diedout unless the insane example ofGermany shall, for "atime, inflime theheads ofcertain violent politicians to try thei* hand
at what they call an Imperial policy. Ihave watched withamixtureof sorrow and indignation the waitings and the speeches of a handful
of boisterous and blustering doctrinaire*, who are trjiug to turnmenaway from doing -what is just towards Ireland by grandiloquent
phrasesabout theImperial race and Imperial policy. An Imperial
policy, in the mouths of doctrinaires,means a legislation which ignores
the specialcharacterand legitimate demands of races and localities,
andsubjects them io the coercion of laws at variance with their mostsacred instincts, so the Imperialpolicy of ancient Rome, which
wifely consolidaied its world-wide power by the most delicate regard
to the religion of everyrace and nation. Butour doctrinlires either
haveno religion, or a"Scotch or English creed. They will fcakj good
care to make.provision for themselves.

Imperial policy means, and may be defined as, legislation tohamper andharass the Catholic Church in Ireland. Such Imperial
legislation would be intensely English for England, aud Scotch for
Scotland; but Imperial, that is anti Irish and anti-Catholic, for
Ireland. Imperial legi-!a ion means using Imperial power to force
Ireland l.ito subjection to the religious ideas of England. These same
gentlemen lament openly that the policy of rha Tudors stoppedshort
of-extermiinting tho IrishCatholic race. They are saying:"If ws
hadlived in the days of our fathers not a Calholb soul should have
been left in Ireland, and then we should now have had no trouble
with questionsof Church, or land, or university education." Tho
appearance of euMipublic counsellors is aportent. They distort the
vision and heat tho blood of men; they revive snimosifies and kindle
old hates. Theymay be the forerunners of convulsions which, would
lay wasteour public peace, if there be not calm?r heads aud juster
hearts to repress their inflammatory declanation.

The rise of an empire in no causs of joy to men wholove their
country. Itis the sign e-f the loss of true liberty. When local gov-
ernment, springing from pure natioi.nl self-control, grows weakaud
inpotent, then, and thenonly,it is that imperial centralization becomes
possiblea«ul necessary. France has tried it, andis expiating the fault
by half a century of successive revolutions aaia chrouic instability.
Germany is beginning to inflict upon itself a. vengeance worse thin
Fivnce could wivak, by an iuipcrhl despotism which legislates in
violitiinof the religion an1 conscience of its subjects. Its present
ecelesia-iical law3 have been hailed ar.d heralded by oar newspapers
33 the policy of Henry VIII. Till the other day no Englishman was
found to glorify Henry VIII. Now he Ins received hhapotheosisas
a great Englishman and a wise Ling. Germany is applaudedbecause
it is persecuting the Catholic Church. The Imperial powd1 is setting
to us tlie magnanimous example of defying the Pope. ArlL-les with-
out end appear ev-'ry wick, all alue with sympithy f;r this ignobl "
tyranny, which \i ilites liberty of co-m-L'tice, of religion, ofspeech, aad
of action, in it's most sici'.-d sphere. A.ud Englishman, who have
prateIfor thre-3 hundred yearsof tli3 daty of privatejadginenr, of the
rights 01 conscience, cf civil aad reli^ijiu liberty, ai\j praisin"1 the
Geumvi penal laws with all the fervor with w lijh they u=>dd to de-
nounce the fables if the Spa.ii-h luquUition.

"\ . T cannot siy that Ihive imi"h fear of an irapcria1poliry i:iGreat- IJntai.i and L-elaii.l. The day is pw, 11-id IVI work would b1
found tjo to.ijh :br oar d-vtrinme-<. My chief rea, 0 i f>r this con-
fidence- is,1lut the ;.e >p'o of these three Li ;;» lo r.s v.ll not hare it so.
Thoy mean to 111111151' their own aiFiirs with a threat ex»en«ioa, rather
thin an Vurbreadihof Juninu'ion, i1the freedam of 100 il sj!fgovern-
ment. They aro wilii I*, n* Isaid, to live an1 to let live j°not t>
meddle w.ffi oilier*, njr t > allow anvb^Jy toir.eddio with them : aboveall, iv matters of co iaoiei.ee and religion they wul not be interfered
with by any authority. They hiveno de-i.-e to iuterfeie with the con-
science or religioa ot ili.ir m ighbors;and they do not mean to beused ugai i as the toob or the weapons of any p-irty, political o:religious.

Such is certnin'y the nvnl a-i.l r.-i 1 of the E.^lish people,asI
believe icmundertake to s iy;a-iIILlii.sk to v- G-iu ;«j wo-ild bjable
to add your testimony as to :Jib pc iple of Ire':in\. They hivoleast of
allany desi.-e to me Idle- with the pohtioil oi- reagiomsiif.iirs of their
neighbors ;and thty !nve no intention tint a iy ueighb )rs whatsoever
shouldmeddle with tleirs. Li this temper uf mm IIsea tho surest
guarantees of our future, peace; andof the healthful development of
a lof-al solf-governmen1:over the thivo king lo.ns, suited to theeh iracter,
faith,conscience, trj/.itiur.s,andinterests of rich. Wa shill thereby re-
moveeveryday further from tho dangersof" Imperial" contralizition,
which 13 everywhere, a- it has boon iiFrance, t'le paralyse of nil local
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