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MYSTEBIUMIKIQUITATIS.

The law against the Jesuits and the
"

Kindred
"

Orders is soplastic
that by its instrumentality every one of the Religious Orders can be

k sent into exile. To the unspeakablegrief of seveialmillions of Catho-
lics inGermany, the Jesuits had already beea banished in 1872. One
year later the Freemasons were longing for a further concession to
them;theRedemptorists,the Congregation of the Holy Ghost, the
Lazarists, and the Ladies of the Sacred Heart followed tho Jesuits
■itito exile. Shortly after, in the summer of .1873, the Council of the
Confederationhinted that inreality all the Religious Orders were re-
lated to theJesuits, since all took the three vows,and especially that
ofobedience. For a time this advance upon the originaldraft of the
law was thought sufficient. So, forsooth, religious obedience is
dangeious to the State in an Empire whose main desire is to bring
every oneunder the blindest obedience to its Neronian laws ;iian
Empire in which tho "Secret Brothers" are all powerful, though
thesevery men are obliged toswear an absolute obedience to unknown
leader?. Before two years havepassed over our heads the last Sister
of Charity will have been hunted over the frontier as a person danger-
ous to the State;and not one Religious Order will be permitted to
set foot againin Germany,if God docs not roll down from the mouut-
ain-top the stone which is tocrush the feet of the Colossus.

Tha damage done to Churcl property has already reached an
immense amount;for the exiledOrders, especially the Ladies of the
feacredheart, hadpurchasedand richly provided large andexpensive
educational establishments, had acquired landed property,collected
libraries and formed museums. These, of course,they could not take
■* way with them into exile. Deepandbleeding wounds have bojnin

flicted upon some of the.most influentialand highly respectedfamilies,
whose soni anddaughters havebeen sent into banishment for noother
crime than that of being members ofsome Religious >Order.

And now what judgment are we to pronounce on the four laws6f
the Church bill passedin May, from the eleventh to the fourteenth,
1873. Purely they are the most gal'ing thathaveever been enactedby
any Pope-persecuting tyrant from the days of Claudius down toour
own time. True, that onsome of the minor details of this monstrous
legislation, theBishope might be ofthe samemind as the Government.
Yet on the other hind theTe are points in these laws, the execution
ofwhich wouldinvolve manifestapestacy. Witness the firstparagraph
ofthe second law, in which we find the outrageous propositionthat
authority in iratters of Church discipline over Church ministers is to
be exercised only by ecclesiastical superiors who are natives of Ger-
many. Thus, by a single stroke of the pen the Holy See of Rome has
been excluded from our courts;the Prussian Catholics have been,as
it were, turnedbodily into schismatics. Rather than submit to such a
yoke aBishop is bound to lay his head upon the block. With re-
ference to the teachingand discipline of the clergy,a royal supreme
court of justice has been established which is iv future to decide upon
all Church affairs. This court is made up of unbelievers, Protestants
and renegade Catholics; consequently, as the Holy Synod of St.
Petersburgremarked, "The Catholic Piussians are inmany respects
less well off' than theirbrethren in the faith in RussianPoland." How
is itpossible that any sensible Government canenter upon sounright-
eous a war against the consciences of its Catholic subjects; a war
whichmust entail countless sacrifices and end iva thorough defeat?- Tbe only solution conceivable of theproblemIbelieve tobe the one
whichIhavealready propased:the Freemasonsarecla/nouriagjbr their
wages. Let moput before you some specialproofs of this fact. First|
thenature of the law itself tells its own tale coucerr.ing theplottedde-
struction of theCatholic Church. The ecclesiasticalstuJents indirect
training for the priesthoodare practicallybound to learn their theology
apart from Catholic seminaries;for such conditions havebeen already
i-TipGS.'d that these insti'utions must be shut up, since noBishop caa
tolerate the superintendence insisted uponby the Sate. To fit them-
selves for their profession, students of theology mu^t now submit
themjelves to a Government examination iv German philosophy (?),
German literature, and universal history. An examination,mind,
through w hicli no other class of students is bound to pass. Jt is con-
sequently aprivilegium odiosum cleri in the truest sense (as shouldbe
remembered by those .vho areperpetually crying out against theprivi-
leges ofthe clergy);and ithas the doubly pernicious effect of poison-
ing the minds of young men against theology, and of depriving the
Church of a succession of priests. Supcradded to this grievance is
the peculiar loi des suspects, by whichlaw evenany ecclesiastic about
tobe ins'ituted into a benefice may be rejected whenever the Govern-
ment chooses to decide that theprivate politicalopinionsof such per-
son are not what they ought tobj

—
that is, not those of the State. On

all andevery matter the Catholic Churchhere is subjected to so ccm-
pletea dependenceuponihe Sate and its ofik-ials, that it" the handof
God Almighty d© not .intei fere to uphold,it, Ido not see how it can
continue toexist. Hence weare all asking ourselves howit is possible
that any Government, possessedofan ordina-y sliare of commonsense,
cm aim at the overthrow of the faith of a vast portion of its subjects.
There are over eight millions of Catholics in the kingdom of Prussia
alone,andyet the destruction of their Church is eage-ly sought after.
Nor is this coveted end tobe compassed by forcingus all to belong to
some State religion, to tomepositivo teaching ofan established Church—

as was done by Russia in the case of the Orthodox Greeks— but we
are to be decatholised, uuchristianizad, reduced to "Humantariani«n."
GjodLeavens, that it should come to this! The continental Lodgesall
over Europe make no secret of their aim. Had the State intended
simply to repelsome allegederieroachruoi > upon its rights on the pait
of the clergy, a separation between Church anJ State *ouldhave been
amply sufficient to remedy the complaint, and Catholus would have
put up with this disestablishment, as being the leaser of two evils.
There would havebeen question at most of a slight skirmish, of au at-
tack upon an outpost :certainly not of cpitched battle, and of a war
to the death, to be ended GoJ silos c knows when. But separation
of Church and State iethe very tlnng that the Goveriime t wants to
uvoid. This has been oifiuially acknowledged. Bismarck's Court
Canoni&t, iFiiedberg, has openly announced tlmt the Church gains
strength by being disconnected with the State,aud that iimust be so
bouudand bandaged, that when the time comes for amputation it will
not feel the operation. And the Libjivldeputy for Kardoffga»e out
the following sentiment inpresence of the Prussian Diet: "Let tle
Catholic Church be free ond it will conquer the >\orld." Taus tho.
nature of Bismarck's legislation withreference to the Catholic Church
is revealedby its veryorigin from theuiysierious und dai:ktie3fa-loving
Sect ot the Freemasons. The same may be seen,

Secondly :In tho cour-se of the Parliamentary debates. Logic, truth,
and justice triumphedon tho benches where the Cat olic party in the
Chamberscalled the Centrums-fractLa was seated. The falsehood on
which the proposedlegislation uas based was exposed v.'it'a eviJeueijeo
entirely conclusive thattheEnglr-h Parliament wouldhave votedajaiusfc
it to aman. ButinBerlin it wasadifferent matter. Tiiere deputieshud
to speakbefore a band of mensworn to follow apeculiar coin-so. Every-
thing had been previously planned behind tho scenes and in secret.
The Catholic deputiesiudeed spokeof

''
secret arrangements"and

''
The

Lodge." No attention was paid to them. Yet tbe pri&cipal speakers
in favour of tho tyrannical laws were actually lneuioersof tho Secret
Sect. It is a public secret, and the intimate conviction of all the
Catholb deputies, that the Prussian Government id Iho tool of tbe
Freemasons.

Thirdly:Facts that are of equal authenticity, but of secondary
magnitude, give additional support to my proposit'on. An uuwont d
activity has manifested itself ever since the conclusion of the late war,
amongst the German Lodges. Soon after his return from France, the
Crown Prince of Prussia delivered,iv the GrandLodge of Germany,
(Berlin, Juno 24th, 1870,) the significant addles, in consequence of
which a journal was set on. foot to scatter, broa.least, principles.c;
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charitable Romans and lich strangers procure for them the little
braziers full of charcoal which they almost all carryabout inbad
weather. There are more deformed people in Rome thanany other
country Ihave ever been ■in. The reason of whichperhaps i* that
Romanmothers do notallow their little ones tocreepaboutand

"
play

with their pretty toes," but bind them updna longroll of linen which
makes them into convenient packages to oarry about, and prevents
them indulging in whatour nurses call spring. '.The

-
bombino if he

is delicate suffers from this process, andis likely be deformed, but
usually ho grows into a fine manly looking fellow, handsome., and
with os mu;h of the bearing of an Ancient Roman as to make.him
instinctivelydrape his modern cloak as much lik« a Toga, as hie tailor
will permit bim. The bambinetta grows in turn into a fascinating
child, a lovely girl, a beautiful matron, and ahideous old woman. I
never saw an old woman in Rome, who wasnot painfully plain.; the
foce which is perfect in youth, in old age becomes wretched and
cronelike to a moet extraordinarydegree. Whether this.is the result
ofclimate or of too many fast days,Icannot tell.; butcertain itis that
pretty old ladies are not Gften to be seenin Rome except among the

foretiieri. But the steps of 'the Pi;iE/?a de Spagna are not entirety
monopolised by mendicants, they are also therendezvous for themodels
who sit for painters. Tlie two tnen areof course very beautiful, and
figure as saints or goddesses as the occasion may require, the children
are sometimes little Samuels andoftener Cupidons, and the men who
are generally chosen for their ugliness, as their sisters are for their
beauty, are assassins, bandits are Roman senatore,just as you choose
topaiut them for a few pouls a day. But before we descend into the
Piazza we must mount the steps of the beautiful little Church of the
Trineta di Monta, and see the famous " descent from the Cross

"
of

Daniele da Volterra. This is counted the third finest picture in the
world, the two which rank before Raphael's" Transfiguration," and
Domeuichuo's "Communion of Saint Jerome" are in the Vatican.
AsIdo not pretend to be an art critic Ishall not attempt to describe
tb's glorious picture, besides are you not with me in spirit, and can
-you not «cc for yourself the wonderful manner in which the artist has
contrived tc paint.the dead body of our Lord, the anguish of St.
John, the grief ofthe disciples, and the swoonof theBlessed Mary,
whichis only not death. There are many other valuablepictures iv
this Church which is attached to the convent of the SacredHeart,
where the daughters of the noblehouses of Rome are educated. I
have often been at mass there, and have also heard vespers sun=r by
the angel like voices ot the Inly sisterhood;but we must not linger
now if we are toreach St. Piter's to-day. When wehavecome down" the steps, past the beggars and themodels, weshall find ourselves in
the Piazza with its obelisk of red granite covered with hieroglyphics.
This column wascarried out oi Egypt by theRoman conquerors, and
"was old whenRome was new, and will last when thehandsomemodern
hotels which are also in the Piazza shall havebecome luins. But as
we arenot antiquaries, and are holiday sight seers, weshall not make
a vain attempt to decipher the stiange figures traced on the obelisk;
■bat rather listen to the pretty boy who aseutes us that he

" speaks
Anglnsh," aud wants us to buy some of his flowers. There are w cker
work baskets filled ertirely with rosebuds fresh aud delicately beauti-
ful. But although wedo love roses, aud are stupid Inglese, we are
■riotgoing to pay you twenty pouls for yourbasket, my piccologiovone
jf you will take as many basocchi bene,if not ourpadrona shall get us
flowers from a boy whoso charges aremore moderate, and who will
not require to be paid inordinately as he cannot

"peak Anglnsh."But,Isee clearly that we shall not get to St. Peter's to-day, (or here
weareat the doorof Piele's English readiug-room, and dearer to our
hearts than anything that Rome canshow us is 'IIGalignani'and
<the 'Times.' We want to know what is going on in the world out-
side Rome,

—
whether theBill we are.interested in is being suppo.ted

">"\ Parliament, and above all what is the news from Australia. Be-
-aides it is already getting late, and we have not got beyond the Piazza
diSpagna, bo for the present we shall readour papers ; another day
we shall continue our journey. S.G.D.
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