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charitable Romans and iich strangers procure for them the little
braziers full of charconl which they almost all carry about in bad
weather. There are more deformed people in Rome than any other
country I have ever bren .in. The reason of which perhaps i= that
Roman mothers do not allow their little ones to creep about and “ play
with their pretty toes,” but bind them up:in a long roll of linen which
makes them into convenient packages to varry sbout, and prevents
thewm indulging in what our nurses eall spring. "The .bombine if he
i3 delicate swors from this process, and is likely o be delormed, but
usually he grows into a flie manly looking fellow, handsome, and
with 28 muzh of the bearing of an Ancient Roman as to make.him
instinetively drape lis modern cloak as much like a Toga, as hie tailor
will permit bim. The Bambinelie grows in turn into a fascinating
child, o lovely girl, a beautiful matron, and a hideous old woman. I
never saw an old woman in Jtome, who was not painfully plain; the
face which i1 perfect in youth, in old age becomes wretched and
ctonelike to a most extraordinary degree, Whether this.is the result
of climate or of too many fast days, I cxnnot tell; but certain it is that
pretty old ladies nre not often to be seen in Rome except among the
Jorestieri. But the steps of ithe Pingsa de Spagna ave not entire.y
mocopolised by mendicante, they are also the rendezrous for the models
who sit for painters. The two mmen are of course very beautiful, and
figuro a8 saints or goddesses as the sccasion may require, the chitdren
are eometimes little Samuels and oftener Cupidons, and the men who
are generally chosen for their ugliness, as their sisters are for their
beauty, are ussassins, bandits are Roman senators just as you choose
to paint them for a few pouls o day. But before we descend ivto the
Piazza we must mount the steps of the heuatiful little Church of the
Trineta di Monte, snd see the famous * descent from the Cross ™ of
Daviele da Volterra. This is counted the third finest pieture in the
world, the two which rank before Rapliel's ** Transfiguration,” and
Domenichuo’s * Communion of Saint Jerome™ ure in the Vatican.
As T do not pretend to be an art critic T shall not attempt to describe
this glorious picture, besides nre You not with me in apirit, and can
Jou not see for yourself the wouderful manner in which the artist has
coutrived tc paint-the dead body of our Lord, the anguish of St.
John, the grief of the disciples, and the swoon of the Blessed Mary,
which ia only not death, There are many other valuable pictures iu
this Church which is aitached to the convent of the Sucred Heart,
where the daughters of the noble houses of Rome are educated. I
have often been at muass there, and have also heard vespers sung by
the angel like voices of the holy sisterhood ; but we must not lingor
now if we are to reach 3t. Puter's to-day. When we have come down
ithe steps, past ihe beggars and the models, we shall find ourselves in
the Pinzza with its obelisk of red granite covered with hieroglyphics.
This column was carried out of Egypt by the Reman conguerors, and
83 old when Kome was new, and will last wheuo the handsome modern
hotels which are also in the PPiazza skall have become 1uins, But as
we are not autiquaries, and are holiday sight seers, we slull uot make
a vuin attempt to decipher the strange figures traced on the obelisk;
‘bat ruther listen to the pretty boy who assures us that he * speaks
Anglash,” and wants us to buy some of his flowers, There are w cker
work baskets filled ertirely with rosebuds fresh and delicately beauti-
ful. But although we o love roses, and are stupid Inglese, we are
Dot going 10 puy you twenty pouls for your basket, my piceols giovons
Af you will take 5s many basocehi bene, 1f not our padrona shall get us
flowers from a boy whose charges are more moderate, and who will
not require to be paid inordinstely ne lhe caanot * penk dnglash.”
But, I sce clearly that we shall not get to 8t. Poter’s to-day, for here
we are at the door of Piele’s English reading-room, and dearer to our
hearts than anyvhing that Rome can show usis ‘Il Guliguani’ and
rthe ‘Times” We want to know what is going on in the world out-
side Rome,—whether the Bill we are.intorested in is being suppo.ted
in Parlament, and above all what is the news from Australia. Le-
-aides it is already gotling late, and we liave not got beyond the Puazza
¢i Spagna, so for the present we shall read our papers ; another day
we shall continue our journey, 8.G.D.

THE PERSECUTION IN GERMANY EXPLAINED.

(Froar 4 GErMaN CORBRESPONDGNT OF THE ‘ LoxXDoN TABLETL)
{Continued from our last.)
MYSTERIUM INIQUITATIS,
Taz law ggainst the Jesuits and the * Kindred * Orders is so plastic
that by its mstrumentality every ono of the Religious Orders can be
, Sent into exile, Lo the unspeakable grief of seveiral millions of Cathe-
lies 1n Germany, the Jusuits had already beexn banished in 1872, Oune
vear later the Froemasons were longing for a further concession to
them ; the Redemptovists, the Congregation of the Holy Ghost, the
Lazarists, and the Ladies of the Sacred Heart followed the Jesuits
Jnto exile. Shortly efter, in the summer of 1873, tlie Council of the
Confederation hinted that in reality all the Religious Orders were re-
lated to the Jesaits, since all took the three vows, and especially that
of cbedience. For o time this advance upon the origival draft of the
law was thought sulficiont. So, forsooth, religivus obedience is
dangeious Lo the State in an Empire whose main desire is to bring
every aune uuder the blindest obedience 1o its Nerouian laws; ii1an
Bmpire in which the *Secret Brothers ™ are all nowerful, though
theee very men are obliged to ewear zn absolute obedienee to unknown
leaders, DBefore two yeurs have passed over our heads the last Sister
of Charity will have been hunted over the frontier s o person danger-
ous to the State; and uct one Religious Order will be permitted to
82t foot again in Grermany, if Gtod dacs not roll down from the mouut-
aia-top the stone which is to erush the feet of the Colossus,

The damage done to Churel property has already reached an
immense amount ; for the exiled Orders, especinlly tho Ladies of the
Sacred heart, bad purcliased and richly provided large and expensive
educational establishments, had scquired landed properiy, collected
Libraries nnd formed museurss. These, of course, they could not take
< way with them into exile. Deep and bleeding wounds bave boun iy

flicted npon seme of the.most inAuential and highly respected families,
whose sons and daughters have been eent into banishment for no other
crime than that of being members of some Religious Order,

And now what judgment are we to pronounce on the four laws 6f
the Church bill passed in May, from the cleventh to the fourteenth,
1873. Rurely they are the most galking that have ever been enacted by
any Pope-persecuting tyrent from the days of Claudius down to our
own time,  ‘True, that on some of the minor details of this monastrous
legislation, the Bishops might e of the same mind as the Government,
Yet on the other kand there are points in these laws, the execution
of which would involve manifest apastacy. Witness the first paragraph
of the second law, in which we find the outrageous propssition that
authority in ratters of Chareh diseipline over Chureh mivisters in to
be exercised only by ecclesiasticnl superiors who are natives of Ger-
many. Thus, by a single stroke of the pen the Hcly See of Rome has
been excluded from onr courts; the Prussian Catholics have been, as
it were, turned bodily into achismatics. Rather than sabmit to guch o
Yoke a Bishop is bound to lay his head upon the block. With re-
ference to the tenching and diseipline of the clergy, a royal supreme
court of justicn has been established which is in future to decide upon
ali Church affairs. This court is made up of unbelievers, Protestants
and renegade Catholiea; consequently, as the Holy Synod of Bt.
Petersburg remarked, “ The Catholic Prussians are in many respects
less weil off than their brethren in the faith in Russian Poland.” How
is it possible that any sensible Government can enter upon go unright-
eous a war againet the cousciences of its Cutholic sulbjects; a war
wlich must entail countless sacrifices and ond in a thorough defeat ?
- The only solution conceivable of the problem I believe to be the ona
which I have alceady propased : the Freamasons are elamouring for their
wages, Let me put before you some apecial proofs of this fuct. First,
the nature of the law ftself tells its own tale coucerzing the plotted de-
strnction of the Cathelic Chureh. Thoe ecclesiastical stulents in direct
training fer the priesthood are practically bound to learn their theology
apart from Catholic eeminaries ; for such conditions have been already
impes:d that these inetitutions must be shut up, since no Bishoy caa
tolerate tite superintendeuce insisted upon by tue Sate. To fit them-
selves for tleir profession, studenta of theology mu.t new submit
themaelves to a Government exsminution in German philosophy (7},
German literature, and universal history. An examination, mind,
through which no other class of students i3 bound to pass. It is con-
sequently o privilegium odiosum cleri in the traest sense (ae should be
remembered by those who are perpetually erying out againat the privi-
leges of the elergy) ; and it has the doubly pernicioua cffect of poison-
ing the minds of young men ngeinst theclogy, and of depriving the
Charch of & succession of prissts. Superadded to thie grievance is
the peculiar ol des suspects. by which law even any ecolesimstic about
10 be ine'ituted into a benefice may be rejected whenever tlie Govern-
ment chooses to decide that the private politicel opinions of such pee-
son are not what they ought to bo—that 13, not those of the State. On
all sud every matter the Catholie Church Lere is subjeeted to so ccm-
plete a dependence upon 1he Sute and ity officials, thut it the hand of
God Almighty de not .inteifere to uphold it, I do not see how it can
continue to cxist. lence we arc al! asking oursolves how it is possible
that any Government, possessed of an orduia-y share of common senee,
¢n aim at the orerthrow of the faith of a vast portion of its subjects.
There are over eiglit millions of Cutholies in the kingdom of Prussia
alone, and yet the destruction of their Cliureh is eagerly soaght afier.
Nor is this coveted end to be compassed by forcing us all to belong to
some State religion, to eome positive teaching of an established Chureh
—as was done by Russia in the case of the Ovtholox Greeka—but we
are 10 ba decatkolised, unchristisnized, reduced to * Himan tarianism,”
Good beavens, that it should eome to this! The continental Lodges ail
over Yurope make no secret of their sim. Had the Stute intended
gimply to repcl some alleged encronchise: - Nyon its rights ou the pamé
of the clergy, o separation between Church and State would hiave been
amply sullicient to remedy the compiunt, and Catkolizs would have
put up with this disestablishmeut, ns boing the lesser of two evils.
There would Lave been question at must of a siight shirmish, of an nat-
tack vpon an outpost: certxinly not of i pitched battle, nud of & war
to the death, to be ended (ol aloi ¢ kuows when. But separation
of Church and State ie.the very tunng that the Governme | wants to
avoid, This has been offivially achrowledged. Bumardi's Court
Canonist, Hriedberg, has openly smuovunved that the Qhurcb mains
strength by being disconuected with the Staie, nnd that it must be so
bound and bandaged, that when the time comes for amputstion it will
not feel the operation.  And the Lilerel deputy for Kardolf gave out
the following seutiment in prosence of the Prussian Dist: *Lett1e
Catholic Clurch be free snd 16 will eonquer vhe aorld.” Tus the
nature of Bismarck’s legislation with reference to the Catholie Churel
is revealed by its very origin from the mysierious and davkuess-loving
Seet of the Freemnsons. The same may be seen,

Secondly: In the course of the Parliswmentary debates. Logie, truth,
angd justies iriumpled on the benches where the Cat olic purty in the
Chambers eslled the Cenfrums.fracti.a was seated. The falsehood on
which the proposed legislation was based was exposed with cvideuco so
entirely conclusivethat the Engli-h Parlusment would have voted aguinst
it to aman, But in Berlin it wasa different matter, Fiere deputies hod
to speak before o band of men sworn to follow a peculiur course, Kvery-
thing had been previously planued belund the scenes and m secred.
The Catholic deputies indeed spoke of * secret arpangemenis” and ©* Fhe
Lodge.’ No uttentim was paid to them. Yet the priteipal speakers
in favour of the tyrannical laws were actually membvers of the Seeret
Sect. It is a public secret, and the istimate couviciiva of wll the
Catholi: deputies, that the J'russ.an Government 1 the tuol of the
Freemasona.

Thirdly : Facts that are of equul authenticity, but of secondury
wagnitude, give additional support to my propositon.  Aun unwont d
aclivity has manifested itself cver sinco the conclusion of th? late war,
amongst the German Lodges. Soon after his return fromn Frauce, the
Crown Prince of Pruseia delivered, in the Grand Lodgu of Germany,
(Berlin, Juno 24th, 1870,) the sigoificunt addioss, in consequence of
which s journal was set on [cob to scatler, bron least, y rinciples ¢



