
The Chrietchurch Spinning and Weaving Company have decided
to commence themanufacture of woollen good-3.

The total revenue of theCustoms' department for last year was
£905,800 as compared with £813,270 in 1872. The increases on the
quaiter were— L'ui.euin, £26,914; Lyttelton, £15,458; Wellington,
£7597 ;Auckland, £5347|; Nelson, £3^3G-

■ABttANGEMENis have been made between the General anl
Wellington Provincial Governments, whereby ihe latter hereafter will
assume charge of all immigiauts after arrival inthat Province.

'1he Good Tempiars in Dunodin have at length made an open
effort to have theLicensing Ordinance of ISG2 declared a nullity, aLd
repealedby theLicensing Act of 1b73. To test t!.e matter, they, a
Jew day* ago,proceededogainst a publican whohad obtaineda transfer
under the Ordinance since the Act was in lorce, and the decision
given in the cast;by thepresiding Justices seems to sustain their ob-
jection— viz,that noLquor trafiic can take place until licenses have
been granted under thenew Act. Itwas argued that the Ordinance
was intended tobe incorporated in the Act, and that therefore the
transfer was valid. The Court inflicted anominal penalty of Is and
costs,council lor defendant giving notice of appeal.

The criminal proceedings in the Surat case have beeu concluded,
andex Ci»pt. Johnsonhas received sentence of two months' imprison-
ment. Mr Aluitland,ivpassing sentence, said:Ican come tono other
conclusion than (hutyou havebeen guilty of whatImust characterise
as a very serious oll'ence

— that of criminal neglect of your duty as
master cfyour ship, at the time whichshould have called forth from
any man of common prudence the utmost energy in the direction of
takingevery possiblestep topreserve his ship and those who were in
it from tiie immediate audimminent clanger which threatened them,
and which 1neednot recapitulate. You showed an entire want of due
piecautiou aud a dibn grird ofconsequences in not taking proper means
to seek and ob'.ain assistance from the passing steamtr, which youhad
it clearly 111 yourpower to do—

an on.isiou on jourpart which might
havebeen attended with very fatalresults, and by which you,iv my
opinion, seriously endangered the lives of those you had on board.
The wantof due precaution and the recklessness on your part may,I
think,be uttnbutod lo the l'uet of your being at the time in a state o'i
partialintoxication—a. state which, in my opinion, under the circum-
stances, aggravates tho oilenee.

A Cantekbciiy Volunteer, has made 99 out of a possible112in
the competition for the choiue ot representativesut the Colonial P- ze
Firing cuntist. The conditions of the eonpetition were sevenshots at
200, 4uO, 500, and 600 yards. Itia doabtlul if any shooting with the
Eufieldriilu equal to this tcore has ever beenmade inthe Auet'-aksian
Colonies.

Mv Vogll has appointeda Commission to inquire into late
fatalboiler aiudtnt at the Thames, and into the btate of muuhiueiy
generally on thegold-fields.

Thk Kigln llev, Dr Croke has left Auckland in thoPhoebe, en
vov.it for iii gland.

Quitev licet of homevessels arrivedat variousports in tho colony
on the 31st ult., and the Ist and 2nd inst., as will bo seen from the
following list:— At Auckland the Laudeidale has arrived; at Wel-
lington, the Ocean Mail aud Gienlora ;at Napier, the Queen of the
North;at Lyttelton, the W. E. Gladstone;aud ,at Port Chalmers,
the Luttei worth, Margaret Galbraith, and Warwick— making eight
altogetherin the three days.

The last mail from America brought information that the ship
Splendid had leftNew Bedfordin the month of November for Port
Chalmers, where she will take up-her quarters as a whaler. Tho
Splendid is a ship-rigged vessel of SCO tons burden, andis ownedby
someminers at the Blue Spur, Tuapeka,and some parties at Port
Chalmers.

The shipQueenBee sailed fromNapier for London onSaturday*
last, witha cargoofwool valuedat £68,991.

Me.Ktnneeslet, late Commissioner of the Nelson South-west
Goldfields, diedat Nelson onSaturday from consumption, after a lon*
illness.

ACCOBDIN& to advices just received by his Honour theSuperin-
tendent, the ship Scimitar has left London for FortChalmers with
430 immigrants onboard. She sailedin December last.

The certificate of incorporationof theStandard InsuranceCom-
pany was granted on the 27thult. The Company is now registered
under the Joint Stock Companies Act. Branch agents have been
appointed in the various Provinces tor some time,andsub-agents are
now being appointed for the towns and districts of the different
Provinces.

The ship Isles of the Southarrivedat Lyttelton, on the 2id ult
with 330 immigrants and seven cabin passengers, 88 days out fro*n
Plymouth. The deaths reportedon the voyagewore two infiuts ua I
one adult, aged seventy-nine.

His Excellency Mr Da Cane, Governor of Tasmania, leaves
Launceston shortly for the purpose of visiting Victoria and New
Zealand.

The ship Ocean Mail ha3arrived at Wellington fromLondon,
80 days out, withover 300 immigrants. There was one case ofscarla-
tina on board, aud five deaths amoagst the children hadoccurred on
the vojage from whoopingcough. The vessel was quarantined. Itis
expectedthe detention willbo veryshort.

Atamee\ing held at Wellington to form a Soamen's Union it
was resolved that £2 per month advance-on the present rates be made
in thepay of the officers, carpenters, cooks, and stewards. Tlio fire-
men's wages to be £14 per month;trimmers, £8 par month;and
foremast hands insailing coasters, £7 per month.

A PHOSPJ2CTUB ha3been issued at Wellington of a new daily news-
paper, to be called the Tribune, pricea penny. The prospectusdeclares
that the questionof Immigrationand Public Works now resolves ita^lf
merely into oneof administration. Itapproves of a firm and concilia-
tory .Native Government. It disapproves of Provincialism,but will
endeavour to make tho bestof it while itcontinues in existence.

I The immigration authorities have received a telegram notifying
[ the sailing ofthe WooHark iv December for Wellington, with 350
immigrants.

Gold lias been ctruck in the Caledonian mine, and it is supposed
to bo the old lead. loOlbs specimens havobeen takenout, and4001bs
of picked stutf. The lode is dipping into Tookev's.

The
'Wakntip Mail' says the number of tourists visiting theLake

scenery this ye.ir has been greater than any preceding one. The en-
euing two months are generally themost enjoyable of the year in this
distuc!, and fuvoiable therefore for tourists.

An extraordinary general inciting at. Wellington has been called
for theparposo oi winding up the New Zealand Coal Company volun-
tarily, iiio ciuse is the insufficient support given to i*.

The ' Buller News' Company have made arrangements for start-
ing apaper at Obnrlestown.

'liiJG annual meeting of subscribers to the Dunedin Athenaeum
washeld las>t week, the proceedings being somewhat lively. The re-
port; was of ahighly satisfactory character, and along with the balance
sheet, was unumunoubly adop ej. The sheet showed that tho balancj
to tho credit ot tho luslitutiou at the endof the year was £565 Os 11J.
Ot this amount £500 hadbeen since spent inpayingoff the debentures.
After a stormy Jebatc, a.resolution was carried to tlio efloct that tha
Institution shouldbo kept open for four hours on Sunday. Steps will
be taken to rover so this decision, by demanding that apoli be taken of
the wholeof the members of the Inbtilute, 3eciiij» that out of the 800
members, or thereabout, only 174 voted. In compliance with a re-
quisition theHon. Secretaryof tho Institution calls a special meeting
ofthemembers, to be holdon Wednesday, the11th. 111st., to considtr
the question of tlio opening of the Athenaeum onSundays.

The new out-full dram, at Chmtchureh, which will co=t £12,0G0,
has been formally opened, 'i'ho Mayor aud Mril. 13. llart, gave a
commenior tive banquet.

JJx theupsetting ofa cutter at the ManukauBar on the 2nd inst
the following persons were drowned:— J- Graham, a imriiedinan and
a large land owner m the iiaglun district, near iViko;Johnstonc, a
halfxaste, brother-in-law to Mr H. Uarbant, KM., at Opotiki;
"Kobertaou, un unmarried man, 18 years of ago, who arrived by tho
iii.idos'an, and was going to join his undoat K.iglan;i\ Ghilvun,
about 12 3 ears of a^e,and son of Mr Galvm, tho b'iu'ksnnth at Kag-
lan;Miss Phillips, aged 4, daughter ot Air J. I'hilhps, farmer at
liaglan;aiul Cupt in Konney, wih leaves a wile and lainily tit One-
hunga.

The last northern and Southern escorts brought to Dunedin tho
following quantities oi goUl :

—
Quccndtowu,873 oz.2dtvts;Card.onu,

58-1. oz. 2 dwt3; Ar-owtown, 590 oz. 17 dwts; Cromwell, 978 oz.
5 dwts;Clyde, I^s oz ;Alexandra, 379 oz 1G clvvts; JBlacks,425 oz.
1dwt;St.'Eathans, 450 oz ;Mount Ida, 1142 oz;Macraos, 91 o&.
14 dwts; Palmci\»ton, 4io/. 4 dwts; imvreiiLV, 616 oz. lfc>d'vt^;
Waipori, 108 oz ;Waitahuna, 72 oz. 10 dwts; Tokom^iviro,215 oz.
9dwts. Total:0726 oz. 19 tU\ta.

MeChas Peter Begg, it sua of Mr Adam Ikgg, of Anderson's
Bay, and a surveyor in tuo employ of Messrs Council un.l MlOM10 tie

—
we/it ou Friday week las!, to tlie oceau beajli iic;ir DmiuJm to bathe,
accompanied by his brothers; though a^powerful swimmer, he .\as
carried out to sea and was druwued.

Oub Auckland correspondent telegraphing on Wednesday tvoning
as to the share market says:

— Uusitu-fca done— Xationul liisuiauej, 22s;
Alburnia (New issue), 53 6J; Caledonian, £12 03; Albion (1 issiu),
£4 j Royal Oak, lOs GJ.
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Justices' justice has become a byeword everywhere. At the

ResidentMagistrate'sCourt,Dunedin,a fewdaysago,before twojustices,
v woman who is a notorious character was charged with having
decoyed agirl intoa house of ill fame,and afterwards sent her to a
house at Port Chalmers, the proprietressofwhich was ingaol when
ehe arrived. The evidence was most conclusive, nodefencebeing
offered, and yet, to the surprise of those present, the charge wasdis-
missed, with a caution to the accused. The Justicss not being able to
deal summarily with the woman, were reluctant to commit her for
trial !

The programme of operationsof the Emigrationagent for Canter-
bury is thus sketched out:

— "
MrDuncanwiites to say thathe proposes

to make Glasgow his head-quarters for fivemonths ;paying flying
visits into the rural counties and theNorth ofIreland, "giving lectures
onCanterbury as a field for emigration. The remainingseven months
pf the year will be devoted toEngland." Mr.Duncan thus ignores
the middle and southern countries of Ireland from which there is a
considerablenominated immigration to this colony. Mr Adams will
also without doubr take uphis quartersin Scotland, and willprobabyj
get emigrants from ijOpartof Ireland, or atall eventsonly from one
partof Iteland. Itshould be remembered that the warningof"hard
times" and "retrenchment" for some montliß *ocomein America,
will havo the effect of greatly lessening Irish emigration to the
United States. An active agent could by the contrast depict this
colonyjall the brighter, and cause to flow to New Zealand that current
which would flow to theUnited States in the ordinary courseof things,
but there is little likelihood of this being done in so far as Irelandis
concerned.

The
'
Cromwell Argus

'
ina leading article on the Governor's

visit up country makes the following remarks :—":
— "

The next time Sir
James Fergusson travels through Otago, which we hopewillbe at an
eaily date, we trust he will do one of two tilings:either travel as the
Governor of Hew Zealand, or as plain Sir James Fergusson. To do
fhe latter, and to escape any demonstrations ot anykind, it will only
be mcessary for him to leave his mounted escort behind in Dunedin,
uud togive particular injunctions tohis Honor the Superintendent to
avoid giving announcements of his movements toMayors andCouncil-
lors, lie "will not be mole&tcd on hisjourney throughout theprovince.
Itis impossible for anymau to enjoy thehonour and dignity of being
a Governor, and at the same lime the privacy of a piivate gentleman."
The

'Wakutip iV ail' also comments in strong terms on the same
matter. On the other hand, |it appears from the efiusion of some
clever children,or ruthcr someraw literary artist who wrote anaddress
for them, that shaking hands with the Governor has given a tone to
the elite of'lokomairio.
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