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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Saturday, Februsry 7, 1874,

Atheism snd Humanitarianism. At once a universsl bond of federation
was established for all the German Lodges. Ritualistic and geo-
graphical bonndaries were to be done away with, and a united force
was tn be brought to besr in one common conflict upon the Jesuita end
Ultramontanes. This was the origin of the confederation of tha Grrand
Lodges of Germany, May 19tk, 1872, which had the two-fold objeot
of doing away with what I may call partisliem or particularism in
politics, aud of crippling, by means of & combined attack, the religions
action of Jesuits, whether Catholic or Protestant. Tn plain English,
all forms of positive Christianity wers to be made away with, This
tonfederation included sight German Grand Lodges, and five isolated
ones, with three hundred and four Lodges of the 8ymbolic (ihe three
fowest) grades, and an effective of thirty thoueand one hundred and
twenty-seven Freemasons of the three lowest grades,* without taking
into account those of the higher orders. T.et na now bear in mind thai
the majority of the * Brotliers ¥ are in influential positions : officiuls of
the Btate, men well-known in the indwstrial and monied ranks, editors,
official and officious, of the Liberal press, and that they all work to-
gether aceording to s preconcerted plan  Let us remember too that
they are backed by the mighty Chancellor of the Empire himself, and
that they in twn give him their support. We shali then be able to
understand with what on infornal conspiracy the Ontholic Church in
Qermany hes now to eontend, Secarce bad the frst steps been taken
against Catliolics whem the Grand Lodge of Hamburg with five
daughter lodges presented an Address to Bismarck, in which they
tendered bim their thanks for the courageous and sustained vonflict that
he had begun to maintain for liberty of thought and religious belief.
This is the way in which & most barbarous tyranny against the con-
acience of Christians is decked out in the garb of freedom ; and wo who
groan in chains are made out to be the despots, the tyrant himeelf is
bailed s the chawpion of libesty.

During the combat against Christimity as taught by positive Profes-
antism, the Lodge affiliated to itself the ro-called Protestant Unjon
(Verein) ; against our Church it made capital out of the scandal of the !
New Protestants {old Catholies). The heads of the Protestant Enion,
Bluntschli, Schenkel, Holtzmann, aud Zittel, at Heidelberg ; the hend

priest Schwarz, in Gotha ; Prefessors Banmgarten, Holzendorf and Sy-
dow at Berlin; Meclle and Marchot, Mintsters at Bremen, are all of |
them alsn holders of important posts in the Lodge + From the date of ;
the meeling of the Protestant Union in Darmstadt (8rd to 5th Qet., l
1871) the ottack upon the Jesuits was arranged and matured, but ;
under the inspiration of the Grand Lodges in Berlin a proposal waa |
eoon made to the Chombers, which went bayond the original design of ;
Bismarck, to bring all the Religious Orders under the law of banish- |
ment, an- oll were unhesitatingly suppressed by our eecond Nero, then ;
st Warzin. Bince that time there has been no end to proscriptions,
and every day that dawns brings fresh and still more infamons Jaws, '
The scandalous “Janns-Christians,” or New-Drotestants, are hand and
glove with the Protestent Union, Professor Michelis liarangues in the
Loiges st Comstance and Freibwig; the climour for the annihilation
of the Jesaits and the Papacy echoos bencath the ronfs of their scerel ‘
meeting-houscs ; a6 Munich, Cologne, and Conatance, the form of ex-
pression used is identizal with that which resoundsin the Lodges of |
the Freemasons. And now that Bishop Reinkens, once a poor working
lad at Bunelleit, near Aix-la-Chapelle, bas heen acknowledged by, and
has taken the oaths to, the Government of Barlin (Oct. 7th, 1873), the '
Minister of Public Worship gave = dinner in his honour, whils the
Cutholie Lishops are on the eve of imprisonment, ar arve alvendy
heavily fined, and their seminaiics gre deprived of the usyw) annual
suhsidy from the State, Bismarck sud the Freemasons of the Sywbolic |
grades, the Protestant Verein (Union), and the “ Qld-Catholics,” had 1
already gone to great lengths ; Tut behind them are the real loaders of |
the attack upon the Chureh, the members of the bigher grades, whose |
actions arc generally shrouded in the deepest obscurity. Nevesthelces |
of late some lew facts have ome to the public knowledge—for instanee, ‘
tlicir Congress at Locarno, near Novara, on November 3d, 1872, dur-
ing ilic very time that the public attack upon the Church was going on. ]

However, what eoncerns ua chiefly is the third question on their !
programme : “What new religion is to ba substituted for Cutho. '
liew P The docree proposes to introducs a new Faith and Cultus. !
Judge of ite nature from the following title: e New Bible of the
Socialists, by Erother Réngn, (in four parts, comprising forty-one
chapters,) @ form of o Colechivn."}

Fourtlily : The {ourth proof of my assertion is of no lesa importance.
I find ivia the terminclogy of the Cabinet of the Chancel'or, Ia the :
newspapers in Bismarek’s pay, as well us in his own chiplomatic cor-
PeBIOLUENIT, EXPioasions cinstantly occur whicl savour overmuch of
the Lanzusge familiar to Freemason orat vy : such as the Intercsts of
Humanity, Inteilectus]l advancement retarded by the Papecy ; the
Kultur-Kampfe, {Crusade in favour of Cuiture), the Necessity that
mo 'ern 1deas should triumph: the Emancipation of mankind from |
the thruldom of medimral und sacerdotal authority, &e. Bismarek -
hiaa alrady tuiee invited the English Govcrumcnt-to_joiu him in bis ¢
Kultnr-Kamyfe. Must I atirtbute to the good sense of tha Enalish
pation that L e ' as buien twice answered with a simple negative P c\'J.‘he
provub tclls us the we know birds by heir gong, e men by thewr -
gpeect.  When stafesuen libe Bismarck are accustumed in thew dipio- |
waije ¢ muvnicntions 1o use the jargon of the Lodges, the eofic!nsion
must Le clour to every reflecting mind, Why, his very distinction |
Letween tene Catholiclam and Ultrameontanism is evidently eoined in
{he sawe mint. .

Fuih's ¢ The fifth argument is the following.
Qctobrr, 1870, a deerse of tue Chrand Orient of I
twelve cter Lodges, suinmeoned the King of Yru-sa apd thio Crown
Pence belore the Seciet Sonmsty, for the 29th Octaber, 1870, at seven
i the vening, 10 25, Bue Jean Jneques Roussean; and bevause they f
fail: d to cowe, & price wus pub upon their heads, as ploo uapon the
ha.e of crenarck and Moltle,  Again, after the affair of Sedan, the '
Lodge of the * Plilanthropes,” at Brussels, decluired yhelf azainst tho |
contmuance of the war with I'rance, by o resolution of the 12ch and
15¢h Sep emb v, 1870, This sus ndopted by tha Swiss Grand Lodge |,
w Alpiva,” and by many Italian Lodges. Even Ronan, head the-
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ologian of the higher grado in the Socioty, dectared himself us did all
the members of the Lodge, in the bitterest terms agninet Prussia, and
went so far as to be_enthusinstic sbout the Jesuits, because by thele
means the people bad gnined solidity and judgment, and thus would be
ready all tha sooner to take part in thewar of revenge. But whata char ge
since that time has come over the spirit of the dream of the Free-
masons! No sooner did Prussia come out in the character of a pare
secutor of the Church than the Brethren in France, Belgium, Holland,
Switzerland, and ILtaly overflowed with tenderness for the prest,
sublime, wiee, and enlightened Prussia. The * Chaine 4’ Union {Dec.,
1871, page 7, seqq.) declared that the decree of the Grand Orient of
Paris, which we have alrendy mentioned, was put out without any
serions intention. The ¢ Revue des Deuxr Mondes,' the * Sidcle,’ the
¢ Temps,' the * Dix-Neuvieme Hiecle,’ all newspapers written in the
interest of the Freemasons, are full of admiration for Prussia, and
repregent the interests of Prussia in France more even than the
interests of their own country. 'The same mny be said of the so-called
liberal prese of Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, and Ttaly. Tt ia
strougly marked by a tone of enthusinsm that transparently conceals
the political tendencics which that press seekns to further.®

Even free Bwitzerland, which no longer ago than 1870 showed o
proncunced an enmity against Prussia, is quite inppy under Bismarck's
rule. And now 8 rumour is afloat that a combination is being formed
with the object of annexing Belgium, Holland, and Switzerland, to the
Masoric Emoire, as the prize of the next war! Prussia, you may be
sure, jntends to do nothing for nothing. By ite ecclesiastical policy
itis wenkening iteelf immensely as to its interior strength, ac it Las no
¢hoice except to gain compensation by an inerease of its external torce.
And thus the time is coming near, when we Catholics will be the valy
true patriots.

Yes, Germany and Ttaly are most closely allied with Switzerland as
persecuting States. The * Mystery of ixiquity ” is no longer so
thickly veiled ns it was. Continental Freemasonry is mistrosa of the
situation. Bismsarck is its slave, and if ever he refuses to follow its
lead, a Pianori or an Orsini will be sent on his murderous mission to
lay low the crafty statesman now eaught in his own toils. Thus the
position of Eurvpe is becoming daily more nrd more defined. We are
approaching o war between God nnd Belial, between the Church and
the Rovolution, betweea Christendom and modern Heathendom.
Much as the phrase “ religious war” may sound offensive to certain
ears, the plain truth is that one is »t hand and will soon buret ont.
The guestion iz, to whom ehall the victory belong ? It hus been
answered by Jesus Christ two thousand years ago. If we arc not
entering upon the Inet times, the Uross will be the congueror. Awd
after its trinmph the fetters will fall from jthe srms of the Sgouse of
tha Most Hiyh, The wanacles will be removed from the wrists of tha
Vicar of Chrst, of the Bishops and of the ciergy., The exiled shal}
return to their homes, v d all thosa who, though led away by false
guides otill keep the Faith, will recognise that there is one Faith, one

, Baptium, oue Chorcl,. Then wiil the Mouern Seribes and the high

priesia of the seeret * Chuveh of the Fulure” ery out wih their pre-
decessors on the first Laster morming: * Clirist 18 risen. Now is our
lust erior worst than the first.” But what will be tle fate of the
persecutois of the Church ? That God only kuowa,

* See the ‘Chaine d'Union,” 1873, p, 922, seqq.: The cutire number of Bym-
Lolic Freemasens in 1572, was only tweuty-two tl usand nine hundred and forty-
seven ; that of the Todges, two bundeod and thuteen, An evidest proof of the
prodigiona weienae of Fiesmasonry in Gornany,

¥ This is stased by Nashusius 1 the ¢ Lallesche Volksblatt, See too the
‘Bieu Pablic ' of Guent. 16th June, 1869

1 The Secret |t wr of the Freemosons against Threws aad dltar: page 158, saqq.:
At the Congress of Locarno no delegite fronr England was p esent,

* The witter of tlicae liues has nad at command the 1natractions sucretly issued
by the Fresinasms of Germsuy, Holland, and in part Switze:land, as well of
Bélgiuro. It 1s juposmble to express in words what hatred of the Church animates

all the Lodges sinee 1871 Nob a single eyilable ia heard 1n the intsrest of their
native country,

MR BUTT Al LIMERIGK—* PLUNDERING AND
BLUNDERING.”
Me I3140 Broer Las a ldeessed lus conatituents.

Mr Butt, who on rising was received with great chiering, said he
had come to give un acconnt of his conduct na thoe representative—a
practice which was far less usual in Ereland than b should be. He
was the fiest to commence the practice m Trclund, and the only mom-
bers who now adoptsd it were 3Mr Muehell oy and Mr Lowia,
members lor Derry, snd Mr Ronayue.  The enuse of this lay in the
fazt that they had not real represoutative goscrument under the pre-
sent gy stem of representution.  There was nothing liks wuily of fecling
between repreleatatives an | constituents, and gen‘lemen lrad them-
sefves o lurking consciousness that parliameut nnd people were not in

;wuison. If us long as they were obliged to send membuess over to Eng-

tand they were able to fores upon them the practice of mesting thew
consuluents, is would be of greater good. O all the muxims of Burke
he most ighly valued that one in which he sai L that * the perfection
of the Enghish conatitution would by when the commons in purliament.
assombled were one with the commons atlarge ™ (chicers). Lo looked

; upon such mevtings 83 the presens a3 elacational for all concarned.

bte would beivily wivert to same questions wiuch hai vecupizd tha ate
teution of parliament, but he was aware that they were uat the most
essontil questions fo tus meating.  They bad veturned lim as their
m mwber, not that they hoped
ANY (00D FROM [IM IN TTIE LNGLISH PARLTAMLST,

but that e might express their epmirng on the qustin of Trish
nutionality, Hvery day deepencd his conviction ¥ 15 6 vas impossible
that an Engli-h parliament could do justice to Ireland.  The history
of the last scssion estublished the Fact thut the prosent parlinment
could not legislate for Treland., It was o physical impossibility to do
82 when people were in the House of Commons till three o'clock in the
moruing.  He wo id sirpeise them if he were to go over the number
of measures introduced year after year for the pust thicty years, and
show how they had been deferred hociuse there v ne time to con-
sider them; perhaps, from the way in wliclh sowe Irsh business
wa3 transacted, it was better that they Ind so litle tiwe to deal with



