
HIBERNIAN AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY— DUNEDIN

A scmmoked meeting of St.Joseph's Branch, No. 73, was held List
Monday evening lor the purpose of settling the ciissagreement with
the Medicalattendant. The secretary read the correspondence which
had passed between Dr Bikewell and himself. It was decided to
accept a propositionmide by Dr Bakcwel!, viz,,— that his ngreement
with the Society as

''
Medical Attendant," shouldbe cancelled forth-

with.
The Secretary then read an application for the appointmentof

"MedicalAttendant" winch he had received from Dr Cole, and after
reading the diplomas and testimonies which he (Dr Cole) Lad
furnished, Bro. Jitmes Kennedy proposed, and Bro. M. Conned
seconded,

—
'"That Dr Cole bo appointed Medical Attendant,"

—
Cur-

ried unanimously.
Bro. Fred. J.Bunny'a resolution regarding a Juvenile Contingent

THE CANTERBURY CATHOLICS AND THE CAN-
TERBURY EDUCATIONTAX.

A meeting w:is held at Chru-tchirch on Sunday, 4th insf., cf the
''Education Kate Cuirmittee" appoi-itecl by tiie Catholics. Tho
meeting took place after Tospers. There were present

— Mr Sheath,
sen., Mr Corr, Mr Loughnan, s*n,Mr Bowarinan, Mr Lee, Mr13on-
nington, MrEidley (alsoFather Ec.iyer, but aot on committee). A
resolution was passed that t;ie circul.ir read to-day at tho meeting v\
the schoolroom [at which meeling the action of the committee was
approvedof, and it was recommended t\:\t the circular be submitted
to the Bishop and afterwards puiihshedj b- Lrwarded to IlisLord-
ship Bishop Moraii with ;i request that Lii* Lordship wouldbe kind
enough to handit to 'he Target for publication. The circular is a.3
follows;

—
To the Catholics of Piovir.cc- of Canterbury :

You tu-e no doubta save by this time tint the Education Kate is
due, and is now being collected ii the vaiijus pa>

-
ts cf the province,

i'he i:iju3'ieo of this tax h.ss been a subject of general di.-ciis'io'i
among 0itholics both piivately ami publieiy ;and thi-s circuhr i» to
inform yju that at ameetingheld in the C.ithohc schoolroom, Chii-t-
church, on the4

-
li inst., a resolution to thefollowing effect was canit-d

uniuimously :
—

"'That payment of the EJucatioi; Rafe be nsi-ted by
all inorul and legal means;and that a committee be formed for tl.o
purpose of considering the best measures to adopt in resisting the
payment of the rate." The committee appointed at that mejiin^
hare considered tho matter, aud h-iv.- arrived at the followingcon-
clusions:

—
Firat. The commit teo, so far as they can at p.-esenl jtid^o,

are of opinion that the tax is le^al,ami one which the Government
willprobably haveuo difficulty iv enforcing by legal process, shoulI
any of yourefuse to pay otherwise. Secondly. The committee a

-
e of

opinion that,although the tax u\ay be a legal one, v is so pointedly
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in connection with the Branch, was seconded by Bro.'J.J. Connor,
and, carried unanimously. Messrs. F.McGrath.and- Gallagher were
duly initiated Benefit members. 'Fees received:£7 Us 6d. '

The meeting closed in theusual manner with prayer.

THE OTAGO EDUCATION BOARD.
At a lutemeetingof this body, among the matters that cameup were
the following:

— ' -
KEXIGIOTTS IXSTRr/CTIOX IN SCHOOLS IN OTAGO.

A lot of correspondenceand evidence on this subject, and under-
stood toembrace the evidence takenat the late enquiry regarding thu
giving of religious instruction in the Tokomairiro Grammar School,,
ca

-
neup. *

IlisHonor:The question is, should this be printed?
Mr Bastings:Ithink itshould.
Mr Gillies:Ithink it should be printed.
Ilis Honour:With the evidence?
Mr Gillies:Yes, wilh the evidence—

not for the value ofit, but
for satisfaction.

Ifc was agreed that thecorrespondence andevidence be printed.
INroIIMIXGPAUEXTS, re WITHDRAWING CHIUDREX.

Mr Gillies, during discussion of a matter, made a suggestion that
the clause o( the Act bearingupon wi'hdrawingchildren from religious
instruction shoirU be printed on the school fee accounts to ensure that
parents sa.v ir.

His Honor (to Mr Gillies):Do you wish to make a formal
motion on what you were suggesting ? (To Mr Hi-lop.) Iwould
like to hear your opinion.

MrHislop: Would it not be sufficient when a child entered a
school that a letter should be sent lo theparents?

MrGillies; The difficulty, as in the ease ofFather Coleman, is to
find whether the child conveyed the message to the parent. If the
matter wa3printed on the fee account there wouldbeproof that, ith-ad
been made knowu to the parent. InRoss's case, Ro^s swore hs told
theboy to tell the father. The boy said he did, and the father that
he did not.

Hi.-* Honor :Itis bringing the mattermore prominently forward
than is expedient

Mr Gillie3:Itis the reverse in my opinion. lam of opinion w©
have given it too much prominence by instructing committees ami
teachers.

Mr Turnbull:There is a very strong impression outof doors,in
whichIshare to an extent, that the tone of those regulations is favor-
ing to thosewho wish theBible banished from the school or anywhere
else.

His Honor:Itis in that light thatImake the remark.
Mr Gillies: Our instructions Ithinkhive placed thematter in

that light. Iftheparents are informed, the schoolmaster is relieved
of the rcsuousibility —if theparents don'.t withdraw their children it is
theirowniuu.lt. The difficulty in the case ofFather Coleinan \va3 ta
prove that the parent got the notice. Youcan't expect to go round to
each parent andmention thomatterpersonally.

Mr Bastings :Ithink, too, it is giving the matter too much pro«
minence. Ithink there is hardly aperson in the Province whohas
children whois not July awareof the effect of tha regulations.

MrGillies:Ithink so. T think the prominence has been given
by the specialinstructions. Ithink it a pity tho Board went out of
its way to give instuictions. .

Mr Hiflop explained. The instructions issued by the Bo.\:d
werebased on resolutions of the Provincial Council, and wtra almost
iv the very words of the Council. The Board was almost instructed
by the Comcil.

Mr Gillies stid he was not blaming theBoard.
Mr Turnbull: Well, lam almost inclined to agree with Mr

Gillies's suggesti >n. Parents without 6uch an arrangement migli*
shelter themselves under theplea that they hadno knowledge.

His Honor: 1am inclined to agree with Mr Bastings, and let it
stand as it is in tho rreantiine.

The discussion thendropped.

personal applicationwas nrccssary
— application by ngent not being

allowed. The board were ofthe same opinion,and while they did not
think the course laid down was in accordance wtli sense, they of
course had to adminster tl.e Act as they found it.■

Messrs Deiteb, Stewart a>tdCo. have soldby auction 4000
ncres of the Winlon Estate for £19,000. Other properties were sold
by the firm for £SOOO.

The case of Captain Johnson, who was avrc=.ted on wcrrant
charged withnegligence whilst master ofthe stranded vessel S:m«t, is

being proceeded with. Conusel for the accused has commentedupon
what he termed the shameful manner iv which Captain Johnson hid
been treated, and also the unusual proceeding of arresting hian on
warrant for a summary conviction, insteadof serving a summons upon
him.'

AMEETINGof ship masters at Port Chalmers has passed resolu-
tions of Bjmpathy with Captain Johnson, and started a subsciiptiou
for him -which has since reached over £-100.

The 'Herald' states that the complaint of the wantof sufficient
house accommodation in Auckland still contimus, and although
buildings arebeing run upin all the outside portionsofthe city and
suburbs, the cry is still for mere, asno sooner is the roof on a new
tenement., and the windows an i doors fixed, than it finds a ready
occupant.

Setestx-piVesashes ariived from Melbourne per Omeo for St.
Patrick'sBranch No.74, 11.A.C.8.5.,Naseby.

I>' our reportof the meeting of the H.A.C.T3 S at Naseby, the
auditors were stated so be Messrs A. O'Connell and J. Claney,where-
as they thould have been Messrs B. Gordon and «T. Clancy.

At ameeting of clergymen and others at Auckland, it was re-
solved to wait on the Colonial Secretary and protest against running
excursion trains on Sundays, as atpresent. "

A Tattrakga telegram of the 23rd instant reports.
—

About
twenty shocks of earthquakehave been felt during the last three days.
Soire particularly severe shocks were felt this morning.

Ata meetingof carpenters held at Nelson, it wns resolvedto
strike ina fortnight for 10s per day. Hitherto the menhave been re-
ceiving 9s per dt.y.

Mr. Johnston,surveyor,has diedat Tofcomairiro from the effects
of an accident, the result of his being thrown fioni his horse. Mr.
Johnston wa3a gentleman of quiet and unassuming manner,greatly
liked-by all whoknew him, and his loss is much regretted.

ASemigration from Tasmania has eet in for Otago.
ISukks's anniversary was celebrated in the orthodox style iifc Dun-

edinand Mosgiel.
The nationalities ofthe immigrants applied for through the Im-

migration Office,Dunedin, between the 24th DecemberandJanuary
20thare— English, 61; Scotch, 90; Ireland, 30; Denmark 3. The
Irishon this occasion applied for are in proportion considerably less
than usual.

A peesox who has arrived from the scene of the wreck states that
tiio Surat was, unfortunately,grounded upon arock, which, inall pro-
bability, will break her buck. Atone time, dv"ing ahigh tide, she was
afloat, acd could, wilh the aid of a steamer, have beeu run uponthe
beach;butno such aid was at hand, and there is now nohope of sav-
ingher.

A lunatic, whohaddivested himself of all clothing, attempted
to attack people in carriages and onhorseback, on the Saddle Hill
Koadlate on Monday night. The adventures of those he pursued are
morepleasant to rend than to have been concerned in. He was, early
nextuioruing, to thpgreat relief of the inhabitants of the district, cap-
tured,andis now iv safecustody in theLunatic Asylum.

The political meeting of aborigines at the Maori settlemer.t
nt theHeads took place onThursday week. The meeting was a poli-
lical one, the objectbeing to discuss the question of oppljing to the
Government for the sum of £2,000,000, compensationfor unfulfilled
promisesin respect to the s;ile of laud within the Province ofOtago.
MrI.U.Watt had been engage! on the previous day, and was en-
gaged on that day, iv paying over the sum of £47-0, compensation
givenLy the Government inconnection wilh thePrinces street reserve.
A new Council house was opened,and a flag, a present from the Pre-
mier, hoisted. After the question of die chums had beeu discussed, the
Hon.Wi Ivatene said he thought thebest to do with the matter was
to placeit before all the Miuisteis, and let them settle it. That was
all he had to say. '11.0 gathering was distinguished by groat festivi-
ties, an-I much hospitality was shown to thenumerous Pakeha visitois.

At the annual meeting of the Grabamstown branch of the
11.A.C.8 S. the following officers were elected:

—
Bro. J. Coibett,

J£reti lent; Bro. "VVulson, Vice-President; Ero Norton, Secretary;*
JBro. J.IL Foy, Treasurer; ]>o. E. Clark, Warden; and Bro. M
Riley,Guardian. The amount t) credit of aick Fund, £357 ss. lid.;
indiienral, £69 2s. 10I;funeral, £SSs. 2J.;total, £46-1 16s. lid.

(JVH Auckland correspondent telegraphs, business done :—:
—

National Bank, Co=> ; fcfovilh Biitish, 45s;Cu'.edouian, £ll 5 Golden
Calf, (new issue) 3s 6d;Thames G.M.Co. £3 2s Gd.

7


