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js that nothing illezal shall be done or attempted. If
resistance by legal means be possible, then we say, by all
means, let there be resistance. If Iegal resistance be hope-
Jess, then when people are able to bedr the loss of passive
resistance let them resist passively.

But the great work before Catholies is to register, and at
the polling-bontus, when they can d) nothing else, always to
vote against the men who have refused them justice in the
Councils and Legislatures, no matter who may be their
opponents.

GERMAN PERSECUTION—WHY ?

MosT people were lost in amazement at finding at the end of
the Franco-German war that one of the first acts of the new
Germal} empire was to inaugurate a fierce persecution of the
Catholic Church. During the war none had fought more
bravely against the French than the Catholics of every part
of Germany ; snd amongst the best and bravest, and most
euthusiastic for German unity were to be seen the leading
Cathiolics.  Not, indeed, that there were wanting many
amongst them who had sore mwisgivings as to the ulsimate
result ; but a sense of duty and the old Catholic principle of
loyutty carried even these over the dead peint, and sent them
forth to do what they conceived to be a preseut duty, nuder
the strong faith that P'rovidence would provide for the future.
On the battle-field, too, priests and nuns freely exposed them-
selves t0 all the dangers of such a place in the performance
of the duties of humanity and Christian charity. And
amongst these none were more devoted than the hersie sons
of Ignating of Loyola.

But no sooner was the war at an end, and the vietorious
regiments recalled, than the Government of the new empire
forgot all the great services of her Catlolic subjects, and
began to treat them as enemies And yeb in the meantime
the Catholics had done nothiag to merit such ingratitude and
injustice. It wae said, indeed, as common decency demanded
some sort of exeuse, that Catholics, after having fought so
well for their conntry, had, on tle morrow of her triumph,
snddenly became dissatisfied and disloyal, The statement is
intrinsically improbable, and in support of it there is not a
tittle of external evidence. Cutholics in Germauy challenged
the Govermmnent to prosecute the disloyal and such as were
guilty of treasonable projects. Dut the challenge was not
taken up. Can any stronger proof be given of the utter
groundicssness of the charges brougbt against Catholics and
their Church ?  That Catholics had in nothing violated the
lews of their couniry is evident from the faet that the laws
existing ab the time when peace was made by France and
Germany did rot suthorise or enable the Cluvernment to
bauish Catholies from their native eountry, or impede the
crdinary sction of the government of the Catholic Church.

In order o a legal persecution, it was nccessary to enact a
new code, to create and defing new crimes, to arm thei
Exceuntive with new powers. !

Up to this mement the Catholics had not given even |
pussive resistance to any law whatever of the State, They |
were generally satisficd with their position under the con-|
siitution, and were living i hormony with their fellow- |
citizens of other denominations nnder the protoction of the
constilution of the conutry, and equ.l Jaws, to wlhich they |
could stbmit without any violation of their duly to God and
iy church.  We do not say they had nothing to complain
of, bat they had not much to compluin of, which they could
rot comply with consistently with the obligations of their
Lo -Clence.

zuddenly, however, 8 mighty change takes place,
Bisrrek finds it necessary, he says, for the good of
empue, to banish the Jesuits and kindred orders, to
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w.ilidraw these from the coutiol of the Chureh, to punish
bishops for censuring heretical and imworal « eclosiastics, and
to prevent the avthorities of the Chureh from exercising the
functivus of their wpiritual office. New law followed new
faw in this direetion till the state has in reality deerced that
tle Catholie CLurh shall no longer exist on German seil.
Legaliy, the Clurch has at this moment no existence in
Gernuny.  The faivhful are reduced very nearly to the state
to which owr forcfathers were reduced by the tyrannical
Llizabeth, of Iugland, and canting Crowwell of infamuous
menwery.  To arrive at this state of things, it was necessary
to violat: the constitution, and, as has been comically said,
amend it The constitution under which the people lived—
Uie pack by virtue of which citizens had ayreed to constitute

turn all . : onretor :
. ‘o t . ! Master at Dunedin, against My George Bell, proprietor and cditor of
the Christian brothers and nuns out of Cathiolic schouls, to | DT ”

u nation—had to be violated in order to enact these iniquitous
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meastres.  And what renders the injustice and tyranny more
striking is, that this pact was broken in spite of and in
deftance of the protest and determined and unanimous resist-
ance of one of the contracting parties. It is a case of “might
versus rizht.” - .
But why is this? Such a line of proceeding eannot but
weaken the empire. It is most dangerous to the peace and
well-being of the country fo alienate the affections of fourteen
millions of men, and by injustice supply them with strong
motives for desiring the defeat and linmiliation of the Govern-
ment of their native land, and Ditterly regretting the
trinmphs of their country. 8o it is, however. German
Catholics do sincerely regret the triumph of Prussia over
France, aud would now rejoice to see the order of events
reversed. Prussian statesmen are well aware of this ; and no
man knows better than Prince Bismarck that his persecution
of the Catholic Church is a soures of weaknoess to Prussia.
Why, then, it may be asked, does he persevere in this course
of insenity? There is but one way of accounting for his
maditess : and it is that spoken of in the extracts which we
pablish elsewhere from the London ¢ Tablet's’ German cor-
respondent. The impression amongst German Catholics is,
that Bismarck, in order to aggrandise his native Pruasia,
struck a bargain with the Ireemasons of the Countinent of
Euarope, and that this was the bargain @ ¢ Help me to break
the power of Austrin and France, aud I will belp you to
destroy the Catholic Church.,” Prussia has suceceeded so far
in humbling both Austrin and Fravee, and now the Free
masons press for the fulfilment of the promise made to them
in eonsideration of their sapport of Bismarck’s policy. It is
to please the Freemasons, therefore, as German Catholies
believe, that Prussian statesmen are now persecuting the
Catholic Chureh. .

WEEKLY EPITOME,
CoxrErENCE of the Dicrese of Duncdin was held abt the Bishop's
residence, on Wedneaday last.  The clergyvmen present were: the
Bishop, Very Rev. Wm. Coleman, Revs. fi. Rogyer, Wm. Larkin, J,
Donovan, J. Mackay, J. Lenihan, J. Crowley.

Trr DMelbourne covrespon-ent of the ° Daily Times,” who is an
humble imitaior of the * Argus” has been making much capital lately
oub of the Coudjutor Arehbishop of Syduey. DBub he is about as
truthlul in regard to Cathul cs, as the journal whom it pleases his
small mind to ape. Luately the *Argus’ gave four leading articles
and a review on a work on eduneation, which it aileged was written by
the distingnished Sydney prefate. Subacquently a letter appeaved,
diselaizming on behall of the repiad sathor, tlte anthorship of tle
work on which the ® Argus’ had worked itself up into a state of
vigorous and virtuous mdignation.  After this exposwre the Victurian
Jupiter must have felt very swall.

A London telewrym of Junuary 15th says :—“The Ultramantanes
have gained thirty seats during the recent geneval eleetion in Germany.”
This will appear old news when it is stated that the result of tho alse.
tions is given fn the FEnglish Cotholie Weeklizs of Nov. 22 last, at
which tine the strengthemag of the Catholic ranks by 35 members
more than as the provious Landiag, was rogerded ns o significant faey
in the fave ul Prince Bismawrel’s policy.  Tho sending of the telegram
at this Jate wanl | seewt to indieate that the general public hed awoke
to the imporinnes of the matter, and were »ow i neit. Upoa no
other assumpiion can we account for the trau-missien of news eighc
or ten weeks o .

Lo¥pox lel gramas of latest dates say :—*TFhe Nord Deutscher
Zeitung says the relations belween Frauver and Germuny depend ou
the atiitude France assumes towards the Ultramontanes.”  Precizely
50. Asthe remarhable avticle we republish to day indivaies, the gentle-
wmen 1o whon Brmarek sold himself, are clomouring for thew wages,

A P00 AL ses-ion of the Provineial Conneil of Nelson was opened
o the 27th wnet,  The Superintendent preposed (o borrow £25,000
for certi specified publie werks, and also to ap})l_r for immigrants at
the vate of 150 per month. MHe asked the Couneil to anthorise a tem-
porary sdsance in awticipation of a loan for the completion of the
eoacly road from Nelson to Greymouth and Westport.

e Provineizl Couneil of Canterbury was prorogued on tho
a2ond inst. The total sum voted during the sos-ion exeeeded £1,600,000

d'me action for libel brought by Cuptain Grliney, Depuly Iarbor

the “Evening Stur, liss been tiizd in Dunedin. The astion was
biouht for the recovery of £1000 damages, on account of a letter pub-
Hshed in the *Star? in Oetober last, containing some comments upon
Captein Oriney's conduet a3 Deputy Harbor Master and cn!]ing him
a ¢ Lumble” The Jury—a special one—breught in o verdict of £30
damagrs. . \

Tue *Thanre Ilerald Chronicles the arrival of men ¢ from the
non-agricultural paris of the Colony, ]Jl‘Obﬂ:bl)’ aliracted by the high
rate of wages at present ruling in this loeality.” .

Tuc detgiled reports published by the ¢Lyttelton Times* re-
goeding harvest prospects in Conterbury show that calerpillars are
very numerous in sowe of the districts. Inone pluce it is stuled that
{hese peats  might have been talen up in bucketsful,

A DroxsToN of grest importance to persons who intend to tuke up
land under the Otugo deferred payments system, has been come to ut
a meeting of the Waste Lauds Board. Three applications made to
take up land st Waipahee had been rejected by the salesman of the
Land Office on the ground that they ‘dld not comply m,t'h the Actof
1873—the particular ground of rejection being that under section 49



