8 NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Satarday, January 10, 1874,

¥ can remember the time when Dunedin did not boast of the splendid | happened when presenting the pipe, it was left longer to one than 1o
edifices which it now possesees, I can remember the time when the | the other, I al:o inguired the renson of this ond iy flend told me
oity was very moch smaller in dimensions and character. I ean re- | he very fond of opium,” I was anxious to know what they intended
member the time when there was not thet settled condition in ite | to do with what was left, and I was informed they were to have o fenst
affaire that there now is. I san remember the time when it had not | on it when they would go home, And what is tite reason, spid I, you
attained fothat position amongst the cities of New Zealan : whicl it | brought so Juuch when you did not intend to give it to your friends,
now holde, and which it has not got to assert, but has readily conceded | when he quickly replied ™ brought i to worship.”  Andnow to give
difficulties which the Governrment remamed under—m the ntsence of an | John his due, when he had done the lonors of the tuble towards his
toit. . . Since the last session of the Assembly, one of the grestest | dead friends, he did not forget the live ones, he nlso invited me and
opportunity of making public utterances such :8 1 nm now able to | my campanion to a allmre ot the feast, and if wo did net help our.
make—hus been the misrepresentations which have gone_forth upon | selves it wus net Johr's fanlt. As some of your rcaders may have
the subject of the indebtedness of the Crlony. Now, I shall state | seen o simiwr ceremouy before, this muy not iaterest afl,
very briefly the actual facts. Probably I shull stute them so briefly venture to suy, some of them hinve not sevn auy such thin
that you will not eateh the items as I state them, but if they find | I write.

kowever, I
g, for these

their way into piint they will be of great use cutside.— (Ienr, hienr.) Y am, Bir, yours truly.

Well, gentlemen, the amount of indebtedness of the Colony on (Correspondent,)
the 30th June last was £6 466 000, and Provineial indebtedness

£3,166.000, which would muke a totul of £0,622,000, nfter dedueting AUCKLAND.

the amount invested in New Zealand securities on aceount of the sinking

4 From Auckland 8,
fund. As faras Provincial indebtedness wus concerned,it is no doubt pri. ( g papers.)

Tag annual examinations of St. Potey' 3t. ick"
warily & Colonial labilitp—but ar the same timme, it is secured took pluce on lnst Wednesday. J:cltisl [!I::)I:::{sﬁl'ltipPitlltl:ml;i?gietleﬁe%dlfﬁl
primarily slso upon the land revenus of the colony. And of the | Croke presided. There were nlso preseut the Rev. Fathers W-'nltel;-
immense natnre of that revenue, you may perhaps gain an adeguite | MeDenald and J. Golden, and a number of the parents of the childpe
ides, when I teli you that from the 1st July, 1872, to 20th December, | The teacher of 8t Peter’sis Mr B, Hamill. The attendance jn thl?'
1873, exclustve of gold, the lund revenue of the eoleny amounted 10 | gehoal js regular and good—numbering about 70. During the exumiz:
£1,3700 005 and when you come to know that in a Fyear and a-half ations, which afforded much satisfuction, Master M, Kirby recited a
£1,370,000 was returned as a land revenue of the Colony, you need piece from Mer, Shiel, which drew forth considcrnble appluuse, more
wot, I think, he very fearful of a hability of between £3,066,000 and especially from his fullow-pupils. The pronounciation was gord -
£4,000,000 on account of the provinces with such a security ns the | 13, emphasis correct. One of the gentlemen present “as FO’WHI[
dond revenue at naback.  Well, there remained on the 30th June, 1872, | plessed with the manner in whick the boy nequitted himaslf thut ;
to be negotiated for £2,352,000 of loans already authorised, making preaented him with o valuable book ns o mark of iis apprecios: ‘e
sltogethier, with all the Joans authorized up to date, which are nego- | Phe bogs were examined ia catechism, rending, writine szritln;]-le?ilo'
tiated, o liability of £11,974.000. Gentlemen, beyond that amount grammar, geography, &c.—St. Patrick’s Sclect S,ehool, !E:cher Mr Js
nuthon.sed 10 be raised, thers waa required to eomplete the “’_1“'“3’5 Plunkett, was afterwards examined in the higher branches of adn'ca:
nu}i:omse@ up 1o the end of the session of 1672—gome 766 wiles of tion. The pupils gave satisfaction in the manner in which the
rt.n]way--m uddxt_tou_ to tllm amount already named, £1,886,000. Ad- answered. 'The teacher read n very detailed account of tha school
ding to that the previous liability, we have a total of £13,860,000; not duties during the year. AL intervals some songs and hymns wers
by any means as the present debt, bul as the debt which will exist sung, with an excellent effect, both in this and St. Peter's school. At
when the 766 miles of ruilway sre made and sume millions of mOney | thy sonclusion of the examination the Bishop apoke strongly 01.1 the
have been spent on works, £200,000 spent on Native tands, £4400,600 necessity of children attending regularly to echool, and congratulated
on roads in the North lsland, and £300,000 on works on goldfelds. | My Plunkett on the marked improvement in his selool sincs last ex-
When these amonnts ere expended, and when you have 766 miles of | yrusoeior” The school buildings looked admirably.—~The Newton
railway mude, then your total linbilities may be estimated ot Schoot (teacher Mr Griffin), and Miss Frassi's school (Scafield View)
£13,860,000. were nlso examined. Inthe latier, notwithstanding that many childrel;
- are of tender years, the result of the examination wus sutisfactory,
NASERY. Ox Thursday the prizes were delivered to the young ladies attendin
THE half-yearly meeting of 8t. Patrick’s Branch, No. 74, was held in the select school of the Sisters of Merey in Anckland by the Right Rev,
the Roman Cutholie Climch, Naseby, on Friday, 26th December, Dr. Croke. A large company of ladies and gentlemen were present on
The minues of the previcue meeting wero read snd confirmed. the occagion, among whow were the Revs. Fathers W, Macdouald
The beoks and sceounts, ete. of the Bran h were audited by Bros, A. | andPaul, snd Mesers, doteph A, Tole, Horman, J. Piunkett, Bioom,
O'Conzel, ond J. Claney. The suditors have found the books and | W, G, Conmnolly, A. Moyle, B. Hamill, W. Clifton, snd Drs. an;l'
recounts, ete. correet.  The Sesrerary read the balauce eheet, which | pyd Grey. Previous to the distribution of the prizes, some of which
shows £22 53. 1o the eredit of thu Bravch in Bank., The following } were valuable and handsome, two dramatic pieces were performed by
sums were pussed {or payment ;- £ 8 d the young ladies. The first founded on some welt inown romantic
Bonus te Beeretary for heeping his accounts correct .., 1 0 Q incidents m the life of Alfred the Grent; the other wna 8 laughable
Executive Directory .. .. 011 2 furce ; both pieces were well performed, and gave  eatisfuction.
Seeretary, for stampa o 0 2 6 1 Fhe aresses and scenery wers really geod.  From the epirit with which
— the several parts were gone throug, the young ladies seemod to enjoy
Total £113 8 the fun quite as muck: a8 their audience. 4r the conclusion of tha
proceedings the Bishop expressed himself much pleased with what he

NASEBY, MOUNT 1DA. had witnessed on the occasior,
ermber 31st, 1873 OLLECTIONS OF 1
December 31st, 16873 RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.

Mz IEpitor, ns a evrrespondent, Y must ronfess I nm very slow, Tn I
foture 1 think I will take a lesson from e spider, und “ drop a line by i %O 1V,

every post.” Itis not at all limes one can pet mlercsting matter, | My first feeling on seeing the Busilica of 8. Peter, was not wonder
This time | have to write about dvad men feasting, uor sdmiration, I thiuk it was somathivg more like disappointment.

On Sundsy luet, T happened to be near the cemetery, rnd perceiv- | It rony ecem iucredible in these days of phetography when the aspect
ing 2 party of Chinamen coming towards me, some of them having | of the great buildings apd great men of the world are almost pe
bagkets heu\'rl_’y loaded, curiosity caused me to wait and see what they | fnwiliar to us as our purish thurches and the figes of our dearess
were about.  They made their entrance into the cemetery and marched | friends ; but nevertheless it is n fact that my ideal 8t. FPeter had po
towards the Chinese portion of it, and there presented to theiv dead | definite form ; 1 had often pictured it to ny self, but always diﬁ'erenl)y
countiymen tne contents of the buskets, The baskets wore charged l sccording to what T had been reading or thinking most of. Sometimes
with roust pork, beef, mutton, and boiled fowls, topether with a botile | 1 imagined an ecclesiastical Aleddin's Palace gleaming with golJ, silver,
of gin for each dead Chinaman, and also rice, apples, nuts, and cakes | and precious stones ; sometimes I dreamed of o statels building of
and an opium pipe.  Another of the Chinamen earried o large pareel of | fair white marble, round whiclt were to horer angel farms, which were
candlee.  ‘Fhe lighting of the canc les was thie first of the pruceedings, | to be so beautiful as to almest make the beholder believo that they
Around ench grave they lit twelve candles, and Leside eacl gravo they | had flown do'wn from Heaven to guard the worlds cathedral ; and
burnt a large pile of paper curetully laid over cach other, eaclh piece of | sometimes I liked best to think that 8t. Peter’s wonld resemble some
paper differently coloyed, the peisoms in charge of the paper were | of the iry-grown churches of my native land, and that its best riches
aost careful that none of it should escupo without peing consumed, T { would be the faithful worshippers who would thvong ite wsles. For y
thought they woald throw the aches on the araves, no they left 1t | moment the great Dome which, standiog on the Pincion L T sgw in
where it was, They neat placed two picces of Fuper neajy in the the distance, did vob entively satisfy me; but this fecling did not
form of n e16s3 0t the huad and feet of each dead Chingman, But I | lust long, and as X gazed its beanty grew on ma il I conld pot tell
observed before uny of them took any pattin distributing the good | what I had expected or wished for th_ub had not been realized, And
things of the table. they had alitile ecremony to perform. It was | when I came neur and stood in the Pinzza San Pretro, wi fu iis spnrk-
done is this way. he would plnee the fingers of one fmnd between the ; ling fountains and magmiieent colornides, and looked uyp ut 1he most
fingers of the other hand, and perform a sort of awinging motion with | sublime edifice ever rajsed by man for the worship of lns Creator, 1
both in the drection of his head and feet. Next came the earving | was more than couteut to give up my misty, Uitangible ideal, for the
part, there were teven plates carefuily arrunged with g spoen laid on | marvellous reality which stoed before me.  Weil may Micline] Angels,
ench plate, and 1he carver vas mosi punetsel in placing » foot, or o | whose genins plunned this ehureh of churches, lave (vclauned with
Bill, ar a wing un ench, sometimes he used to cut the hend in two. ‘ the Psalmist :—" The beauty of thy Louse I have lov. 4, 1 Lord, and
The plat. s in rotation were nlso sovved west carefudly with a little of | the place where thy glory dwelieth.,” .
the pouk, beel, wmuiton, r.ee, sppley, cakes, 1uts, and a glass of gin, the | I dare not uttempt to describe in a technieal way the noble facade,
contents of the plates wore thrown on the graves, snd after thas tiiey | nor the colossol statues of the Saviour snd the Apostles, which {rom

were 1esented with a large opem pipe. 1 observed tho enver when | the topmost story keep watch over the eity, lest T should lose nyaelf
dividiry the good tirgs, putirg aarge g antity of poik on one plite . in o string of architectural terms, which I only hall understand, My
i partivudar, ead my ewpicicrs being wronsed, [ thought to myself ; memory for detils is very faulty, und I cun only tetl you of what [
thut eitheir the carver must boe u friend of his, or he nust have n | best recoliecterd. Perhaps, however, this is not altogether to be
greater appelite thar the others, and my suspicions were wel} Tounded, | regretied, as the troasures of St. Peter’s ure so inexhaustible thar, sup-
us one of the Clinawen iufe wed wre thet particalar Chinemen was ! posing I suceceded in getting thirough the entrance (whick wonld tnke
very foed of perk, big wman big appeite 100" And the seme | @ consideruble time if the lmmense extetior were to be first deseribed)




