
NASEBY.
The half-yearlymeeting ofSt. Patrick's Branch, No. 74, was held in
theEoman Catholic Chuich, Ifaeeby, on Friday,26th December.The mmu-es of the previous meeting were read nnd confirmed.
The books andaccounts, etc. of theBran li were audited by Bros. A.O'Connel, andJ. Clancy. The auditors have iound the books andRecounts, etc. correct. The Secretary read the bnlauce sheet, whichshows £22 ss. to the credit of tho Brauch in Bank. The following
sums were passedfor payment:

—
£ s, d.

°
Bonus toSccietary for keeping his accounts correct ... 10 0ExecutiveDirectory ... . ... 011 2Secretary, for stamps ... ... ..026

Totnl £1 ]3 8

AUCKLAND.
(From Auckland papers.)

IKE annual examinationsofSt. Peter'sand St. Patrick'sSeWfc «3n1,« itook place on la.t Wednesday Hi, Lordahip tlio R ght Key SCroke presided. There were also present the Rev EtahpM w vMcDonaldand J Golden,and anumber of thepatnts^/ e"hSn'The teacher of St Peter's is MrB. Uamill. The attendance in Mbschool is regular and good-numberingabout70. during theexam?"awn., which affordedmuch satisfaction, Master M. Kirby reSted apiece from,Mr. Slnel, which arew forth considerable applause moreespeciallyfrom his Mlow-pupils. The pronunciation wa« good andthe emphasis correct. One of the gentlemen present waf^'wellpleased with the manner in which the boy acquitted himself that hipresented him with a valuable book as a mark ofhi. appreciationThe boys were examined la catechism, reading, writing arithmetic"grammar, geography,&c.-St. Patrick's Select School, teacherMr.JPlunkett was afterwards examined in the higher branches of editedtion. The pupils gave satisfaction in the manner in which theyanswered. The teacher read a very detailed account of the scho?lduties during the year. At intervals some songs nnd hymns «ewsung, withan excellent effect, bothin this and St!Peter'sSchool Ittho conclusion of the examination the Bishop spoke strongly on thenecessity of children attending regularly to school, and congratulatedMrPlunkettoil themarked improvement inhis school eince last ex-animation. The school buildings looked admirably.-The NewtonSchool (teacher Mr Griffin),andMiss Frassi's school (ScafieldVieV?werenlso examined. Inthe latter,notwithstandingthatmanychildrenare of tender years, the result of the examination was satisfactory
OS Thursday the prizes were delivered to the youngladiesattendingthe select schoo oi theSistersof Mercy in Aucklandby theRight RevDr.Croke. A largecompany of ladiesandgentlemen were present onthe occasion, among whom were theRevs. Fathers W.MacdonaldandPaul,and Messrs, Joeeph A. Tole, Horman, J. PJunkett Blo«mW. G. Connolly, A. Moyle, B. Hamill, W. Clifton,and D" wSandGrey. Previous tothe distribution of the prizes, someof whichwerevaluable andhandsome, two dramatic pieces were performed hvthe young ladies, lhe first founded on some welt knownromanti".incidents m the life ofAlfred the Great; the other wasa lauehab£furce; both pieces were well performed, and gate satisfactionThe dresses andscenery werereally good. From thespiriti t withwbiohthe severalparts weie gone throug, tho youns; ladies seemed to eniovthe fun quiteas much as their audience. At tho conclusion of thoproceedings theBishop expressedhimselfmuchpleased with whath*had witnessed on the occasion.NASEBY, MOUNT IDA.

December3lst,1873.
He Editor, ns a correspondent,Imust confess Inm very slow. TnfutureIthinkIwill take a lesson from the spider, and

"dropa line by i
everj post." Itis not at nil limes one can pet interesting matter.This time. 1ha^e to write abo-ut diad rr.eu feasting.

OnSunday last,Ihappened lobe jimr thecemetery, and perceiv-ing a party of Chinamen coming towards me, some ot them havin^
baskets heavily loaded, curiosity rousedme to unit and see what they
■were about. They made their entrance into the cemetery and marchedtowards the Chinese portion of it, and there presented to their dead
count!ymen tiie contents of thebaskets. Tho baskets were chargedwith loust pork,beef,mufton, and boiled fowls, together witha bottleofgin for euch dead Chinaman,and nlso rice, apples,nuts, and cakesandan opium pipe. Another of theCWnamen carried a large parcelofcandles. The lighting of the cum les was tho first of theproceedingsAround ench grave they lit twelve candles, and beside each gravo tlieyburnt a large pileof paper carefully laid ovev eachother, eachpiece ofpaper differently colored, the peisons in charge ofthe paper weremost careful thatnoneof it should escape withoutbeiii<* consumed. Ithought they would ihrow the allies on the Kraves,

&
no they left itwhereil was. They n-xt phu ed two pieces of paper nearly in theform of s\ doss af, the l.tad and feet of each dead Chinaman. EutIobservedbefjreany of them took any p.ut in distributing the goodthings of the table, they had a little ceremony to perform. It wasdone is this v>a.\. he would place the fingers of'one hand between thefingers of tho other hand, and performa sort ot swinging motion withboth in tho direction of his head and feet. Next tame the carvingpart, there v cic te\e:i plates carefully arranged with a spoon laid oneach plate, and the cmver \.-ns niosi. minrtnU in placinga foot, or abill,or a win'; un e:.ch, sometimes he used to cut the lu-ud in' twoThe plai.sin rotation were nlso served most r-arefully with a little ofthepoik,beet, mutton, r.ce, upplee, cakis, i.vis, and a glass of"in thecontents of the plaits were thrown on the graves, andafter that; 'they

were "lesented with a large opium pipe. 1observed tho eam-r whendividifg tho good tl.ir-s, putiixg a ,argc tj.antity ofpoik on one phtoin partißuhu-, and my sirpic^crs being aroused, [ thought to myselfthat eitheir the carvi-r nu.st boa friend of his,or he "must have agreater appetite than the othciv-,and my suspicions werewell foundedus oneoi the CLir.auen infemed niu that particular Chinamen wasyciy foiul of pork, big man bi^ unpelite too." And the «ame

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.
NO IV.

MyCrst feeling on seeing the Basilica of St. Peter, wns not wonderuor admiration, Ithink it wa» something more like disappointment
Itmay seem incredible in these days of photographywhen the asneetof the great buildings and great men of tho world are almost asfan-iliar tous as our parish churches and tho faces of ou>« dearerfriends;but nevertheless itis a fact that my ideal St. Peter had nodefinite form;Ihadoftenpictured it tomjself,butalwavedifferentlyaccording to whatIhadbeen reading or thinkingmost of." SometimesIimagined an ecclesiasticalAladdin'sPalace gleamingwithgoIJ,silverand precious stones;sometimes Idreamed of a stately building offair whitemarble, round which were tohover angel forms, which were
tobe so beautiful as to almost make the beholder behevo that theyhad flown do'»n from Heaven to guard the world's catucdrul " andsometimesIliked best to think that St. Peter's would resemble 'someof the ivy-grown churches of my native land, and that its best richeswould bo the fuithful worshippers who would th"ong its aisles. For vmoment the great Dome which, standing on thePirn ion IIill Isuw inthe distance, did not entirely satisfy me; but this feelw* did notlast long, andasIgazed its beauty grew on mo till Iconld not tellwhatIhadexpectedor wished for that had not been realized. AndwhenIcame near and stoodin thePiazza San Pietio, vih it* spark-ling fountains and magnificent coloi.nides,and looked up at themostsublime edifice ever raised by man for the worship of his Creator 1
was more than content to give up my misty, intangible ideal, for themarvellous realitywhich stoodbefore me. Weil mayMiclmel'An»elowhosegenius planned this church of churches, have exclaimed withthe Psalmist :—

"The beauty of thy house Ihave lov, d, OLord, andthe place whoie tly glory dwelleth."
Idarenot attempt to describe in a technical way thenoble facade

nor the colossal statues of the Saviour and the Apostle?, which from
tho topmost story keep watch over the city, lestIshould lose mymjlf
in a stringof architectural terms, whichIonly half nndcr&tnnd. Alvmemory for details is very faulty, andIcan only tell you of what I
best recollected. Perhaps, however, this i» not altogether to b*
regretted,as the troasuresof St. Peter's are so inexhaustible thur, sup-posingIsucceededin getting through the entrance(which would take
a considerable time if the immenseextetior were to be first described)

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, January ]0, 1874.

happenedwhen presenting thepipe, it was left longer toone than tohe other,Ial.o inquired the reaaon of this and my fiiend told me"he very fondofopium," Iwasanxious to know what they intendedto do with whatwas left,andIwasinformedthey were to have a feasVon it when they wouldgo home. And whatis the reason,,oid T"ubrought so much when youdid not intend to give it to yourfriend"when he quickly replied"brought it to worship.1' Andnow tn XJohnhis due whenhe had done the honors of the table towarda hutdead friends,he d,d not forgetthe live ones,he also invitedmean?my companion toa share of the feast, and if wedid nothe?p o"rselves it was not John's fault. As 80«re of your readers mavhaveseen a similar ceremony before, this may not i.iterest all roweiS Tventure to say, Borne of themhave not aee-n an/ » uch thing' for these
Iam, Sir, yours truly.

(Correspondent.)

Ican remember tbo time whenDunedin didnot boastofthe splendid
edifices whichit now possesses. Ican remember the time when the
city was very much smaller in dimensions and character. Ican re-
member the time when there was not that settled condition inits
affairs that there now is. I3an remember the time when it hadnot
attained tothatposition amongst the cities of New Zealan ; which it
now holds,and which ithas not.got toassert, buthas readily conceded
difficulties whichthe Governmentremained under

—
in the ats^nce ofan

to it. . . Since the last session of the Assembly,oneof the greatest
opportunity ofmaking public utterances such -.sIam now able <o
make— has been themisrepresentations which have gone forthupon
the subject of the indebtedness of the Colony. Now, Ishall statevery briefly the actual facts. Probably Ishall state them so briefly
thatyou will not catch the items asIstate them, but if they findtheir way intopiint they will be of great use outside.— (Hear,heur.)Well, gentlemen, the amount of indebtedness of the Colony on
the 30th June last was £6 466 000, and Provincial indebtedness
£3,156.000, which would muke a total of £9,622,000, lifter deducting
the amount investedinNew Zealand securities on accountof thesinking
fund. As farasPiovincial indebtednesswas concerned,it is nodoubtpri-
marily a Colonial liability—

but at the same timp, it is securedprimarily also upon the land revenue of the colony. And of theJimmense natureof that revenue,you may perhaps gain an adequateidea,whenItell you that from the IstJuly, 1872, to 20th December.1873^ exclusive of gold, the luud revenue of the colony amounted to£ 1,370,1.00; and whenyoucome to know that in a year and a-half£1,370,000 wnsreturnedas a land revenue of tho Colony, you neednot,Ithink, be very fearful of a liability of between £3,0C0,000 and£4,000,000 on account of tho provinces wiih such v security us theland revenueat Usback. Well, thereremained on the 30thJune,1872,
to be negotiated for £2,352 10C0 of loans already authorised,makingaltogether,with all the loansauthorised up to date, which are nego-tiated,a liability of £11,974,000. Gentlemen, beyond that amountauthorisedto be raised, there was required to complete the railwaysauthorised up to the end of the session of 1872— some 766 miles ofrailway— in addition to the amount already nam<d, £1,556,000. Ad-ding tothat thepreviousliability, wo have a total ofF,13,860,000; notby any means as the piescnt debt, but as the debt which will existwhen the 766 miles of railway are made and some millions of moneyhave been spent on works, £200,000 spent on Native lands, £400,000
on roads in theNorth Island,and £300,000 on works on goldfields-When theseamounts are expended,and whenyouhave 760 milesofrailway mude, then your total liabilities may be estimated ot£13,860,000.
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