
A BASQUEr was given to th« fTo-i. Mr rojjel, in DaiK'din,on AImdiy
evening lust, anda E>ivn of £500 presented tohim. The Superinten-
dent occupied the chair.

Un Excellency,m rcsponc'in* to the toast of hu health, shovvodthe shortcomings of tho Provincial Institutions of Ot.i,'o, and hipedhis remarks would be taken in a e.indi.l spirit.
The lion.J. Vogel, in the course of the speechin which ho re-

sponded to the toa&t of his h'*alth, saul :—It is quito truL% and it hutbeen said twice already this evening, and no one feels itmoro th-mIdo myself, fiiit whatever successImay meet with in political hfj cm
ntverbe dissociated from my connection with this Provmcu a, id withtliis City. .. The .N;it:v,' qi.,»a i<".: i^ .10 longer t'.K otie-ibiorbingques-
tion which takes ,c it-eifull the care and attention of those in° whosecharge the Government of the Colony is piiced. Itmeans thatthere id
now time to look toother qu-stions than that oflheNativequojtiou
that there is time to look to those questionswhich really concern mostthose who hive c.i-»r, in their loU as colonists in Nj,v Zj^linI— that there is time t-> look to questions which aifoct tlu-icmoral, their social and their material progress and prospo.ity. . Jthink wo have 1.iv,0 to be xevy gmtolul to Un Excell^nc-v" incoming here not to u'ter floweiy speeche-i, but to givetlie e/pro*-
sion oihis itiatuie opinion upon your institutions [a* lie liads themYou, Sir, have bind that you cannot disguise IVoin yourself thefeeling that thereuuy be a ivnctijnfion the cpkuJod proipcuty no«-
prevailing in the Province and 1.1 the Colony. AnlIthink joiihavo
very wisely suid that such arev -lion is likely to take tho form of indi-
vidualbuffering rather than sufferingby the Colony asa whole.Ia"reowith you Some inuy, from want ot' wisdom or owespecul:ition° orfrom v isfortiui',have togo to the wuLB.Buttli3 material wey.khcreatedin the Province cannot und will not be destroyed. ...IJed very
much gratified to know that there are present,on thb occrifci^n, many
of those gentlemen who ut other tunes liavo rot found theinselvesupon the same sido in politics asmyself, and who, politically, 1may
number as my opponents. Personally, Ido not think J cansny they
tire my opponents. Personally,lum not conscious of any reason why
Ishouldhave occasioned any personalantagonism, tomyself;a>idper-sonally,lamuuconscious ofthis, that evenincases ofpoliticalopposition'
Irarely fouud oc-asion to comphiiuofwant ofpcr3olv.ilconsidor-itioii..

[Saturday, January 10, 1874. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
?tOdf ?5 Sla bu"ine» (9aya the 'Independent'). Many a visitorto Wellington has beenastonished andamused to see him ride smartlyup to apost, jump on the saddle, and light the lamp, then eldinginto hisscat ai.d cantering away on his round. In this way he mustbe able to do asmuch work as several men on foot carrvi.ig ladders,
lhe- wholo arrangement is highly ludicrous, but one 'cannot helpadmiring the roan's ingenuity, while laughing at tho grotesque charac-ter ut the performance. This is not news to dwellers in the city, butit will be most assuredly toother folks.

TOBofferlorWatSt.Patrick's lioman Catholic Church, Oamaru,on Christmas Day,amounted, tho local paper states to about, £80.IHE Catholic Chapel, at Reeftcn,narrowly escaped destruction bynreon a Sunday lately, together wMithe buildings in the vicinity,
owingto a quantity of brush and fallen timber having become ignited.\\ hen the former building becameendangered,owing to the windsud-denly shifting, great efforts were exerted and relaysof men came for-ward, who, by dint of great exertions, succeeded in partially subduing
Iheconflagration. Tho wind also changed suddenly, andin a verysliort time the chapel was secured from dnnger.A. stable, the propertyof MrDennis Maloney, of 'he Junctionilotel, Queenstown, wus burnt down on the 24;1i ultimo. At the timeof the fire there were threehorses in the stable, severally the propertyof threemennamed Magee, TJevme,and Henderson,who were staying*t thehotel on their wny to thn Arrowtown races. MrMoloney esti-mates his loss at £120, Mr Magee £20, and Devine and Henderson±10 each, none of which were covered by insurance.A coKUESPOKDENT of the'Daily Hires' sa- s, of tho lecent ap-pointment of Mr Adam as Otago Emigration Agent :-Thero is un
miprcs-ion abroad thatbefore adverti&iug the Government had fixedupon the umi,and thathis two chief recommendations werohis beinga- hfotchman and aPresbyterian Icannot credit this. It would bethe very essenceof dishonor,and t believe them to be honorablemenNor doIobject to Mr Adam, if ho is, as the phrase goes, the rightWan m the r.«ht place. What Ido object to is, that he is appointedsolely lor Scotland, which is unfair and unjust towards the people ofEngland, Ireland, and Wales. This sort of class exclusirencss cannotand will not be submitted to; therefore the sooner the Governmentchanges the orders to Mr Adam the better.

Tub Wellington which eai'ecl from Wellington for theManukauonJan. 3rd. wasdetained till the last moment through themenrefus-
ing,on the veryeve of her departure, to sign articles, withouta clausebeing inscribed enabling them to leave at any time with 24 hours'notice. The wagesoffiremenh .\ebeenraised to £12 per month.Tiie lastNorthernEscort whicharrived inDunedinbroughtdowwthe following qiuntities of gold:-Queenstown, 1421 oz 17 dwt; Car-drona, 559 oz 6 dwt;Airow, UGS oz 3 dwt ;Cromwell,4134 oz 10rUt; Clyde, 350 oz; Alexundrn, G63 oz 13 dwt; Teviot, 817 oz "
Blacks, 2517 oz;St. Bathuns, 1100 oz ;Mount Ida, 3J83 oz 8 dwt "
l\.lmerston, 135 oz 10 dwt;Macraes, 151 oz 11dwt. lotul 16 129oz / dwts.

The Ci-immalSessions of the Supreme Court were openedv\ Dv
-

edinon Monday last. Ilis Honor Mr Justie- Chapman's charge tothe GhandJury contained no points ofspecialinte:es,t.
vi_ -?mUE Vlctorian Eigiteen won the cricket match against tho En»-Juib. Woven in one innings, with2L iuus to spare. The match, whichcaused nconsiderable amount of excitement amongst all classes of thecommunity,commenced on tho MelbourneClub's ground on BoxingDay, m tue presence of about 20,000 spectators.

after the passengers wore landed. At oho time some of the- womennrosnid to huvo been almost frantic wih excitement, wavin» theirshawl* endhandkerchiefs, and making all tho efforts in their power toattract the attention of those onboard the Wanganui ;and a few ofthemale passengers had a great deal of trouble to endeavor to cilmthem and get them be!ow. The excitoment did nit hist long, andwhenit was over all tho ptssengera are reoorted to have become re-markably culm. There wasno moonlight, and rain was fallingnearly, *
f.Ume

- TIltJ Passengers appear tohave suffered a great deal ofhardship. Very few of them managed to got ashore with more thanthe clothes they had on, and tlie majority of them were in bod whentho vessel struck, and wlien tho confusion be-au, a few had barely
clothe* to cover them. Inlanding, some of them ran a great risk o"fJosmg their lives,and most of themreached the shore cold, wer, andmiserable. The scene on board the Vire, on her arrival atPort, was
iiounous one. Tho decks were crowded with men, women, andchil-dren, who allborosome evidences of the hardships they had latelygone throiuh. The women and children were riressed'in anythingthat could kep them warm, and mest of the youngsters hud pieces ofgreyblanket wrapped about, them. Soin-jof the gi-ls had no'coveringtor their heads, and a few of the men appeared to bo wearing
nothing but oilskin.}. On the passage up, every attention wasshown to the passengers by the officers und men of the Vire.lhe burnt has been valued at about £23,00 J, and it ii rumoured thatan insurance had been effected over her for £15,000 before she leftLondon. Her cargo has been valued at £100,000. The ship andcargo have been purchased at auction by Messrs Gnthrie and Larnach,Dunedin, for £7050, and that iirm with'tlie fleetof steamers and light-ers at its -lispoyal, and h.tving the advantageofa siwmilling establish-
ment in thencighborhoo i from which laboiynaterailand machinery,Isprocurable, is taking most energeti« measures for the discnarge of thocargo, and,if possible to get off the vefsel. Large numbers of menandsuppliesof provisionshave also been sent down from Dunedin.The Mayor of Dunedin,Mr A.Mercer, nromptly inaugurated aSu.-at Relief Fuid,and.icommittee of which lie arid Mr S Reeves,
are chairmen and treusureis, was appointedat apublic meetingcalled'by him. °

Mr Paul has been appointed collector for Dunedin,and the-up-eountry Mayors liavo been asked to co operate with tlie city in the
matter. The following subscriptions havebeen acknowledged; HonJ. Vogel, £20 ;Kennedy Family, £10 lOj;Bishop Morau, £5 ;Rev!W. C-jleman, £5 ;Messrs Contell& Moodie, £5 ss;Kcv.Dr Stuart£2 2s ;Mr 1). Pnns (Christchurch), £5 5s;his Worship tho Mayor(A.Mercer, Ksq ), £5 ss.

The Sub-Committeewhich made the necessary inquiries reportedthey
"

did not think it necessary to include in their report the lossessustained by the single men uud women, though they regret tosayvaryheavy losses have accrued tomost of them. The Sub-Committeehud un interview with the heads of thirty-seven families, who haveeach sustained heavy losses, more or leesj— inshort, it may be saidthese people have lost cvir/thing they possessed. Tho loss by themarried people we coi: pute roughly to amount to £1800, and adding
to this^nnount tho loss of property of the unmarried immigrants of,
s.iy, £700; the totnl loes wouldamount to upwards of £250°. YourSub-t. ommittcc c.mnot conclude their report without expressing theiradmiration of the prompt and straightlorwnrd statement* irmdo tothem by the several persons examined. So tor from desiring to eiu"-
geiate then- losses, there was evinced a manly independonee'of spirftand inone or two instances, a disinclination to accept assistance.Itis leported that ut the oUlcial mquiiy some s>trunge revelationswill be made.

WRECK OF THE SURAT IMMIGRANT SHIP.
Ux tlie morning of Friday, thy 2nd inst., tch'g.ums werepublishedinDunedin,announcingthat tlie ship Surat, with 27b" immigrants onboard,had gone ushore at Catlin's River. The news created considcr-nble excitement in town, as the el>ip carried a valuable cm-go, and isthe second to this port of the New Zealand Shipping Company's fleetThe statement that the puFsengt-rs were safe allayedall apprehensionior the livc< of those on board. A iew houis after tlie receipt of"thetelegrams, tl cFrench war ship Vire sailed ficuiPortChalmers for thosceneof the wreck, having Captain Thomson, Harbour-master andothergentlemen interested in the ship, on board. Cuorain Jacauemart deceives the greatest credit far the prompt offer "of hisshm totne Provincial Government for tiie conveyance"to Port of the immi-grants. Itappears that about ten o'clock on New Year's eve theSSurat shuck o.i a submerged rock some icilcs irom Catlin's river herspeedearningher over. When the Surat first struck, there was themost intense excitement onboard. One of the passengerssays thatwhenthe *e«eel bumpedon '.he rocks a considerableshoe" was felt aidusthe ship went over- therock a noise was heard resembling the rumb-ling ofiron ra >ks being movedabout. Some ofthepassengers state th-ittlie pumps wcro never Bounded,in order toattain whether the slimvasm.kmsany water or not until long after she passed over thejocks, lho h tie buy in vvl,Kh tne vessel anchored on the followinginorniiig13 called Bloody Tack;. liny. wwtufe

Nearly all thepassenger' eutcWnts are to the effect that, afterthe Surat.fuck, and before.he was beached, the.c was <-on*iderableconiuu.n anddisorder onbou.d. Attempts on the part of the passen-
geis to Mgn:..l me p.isbing steamer Wanga.iui weie stopped, revolveswereproumvd,and violence threatemd. The water gained notwitli-.landing the worlung of the pumps incessantly by* .ho o.ew a,dpußso»g,re, m- luuu.g the married women and girls, all of whom took*e»r turnut the work. When it was do.ermincd to beach ,he vesseland theboats were lowered, themen behaved most creditably, accord-ing to the accounts wo haveheard. The wom,n, child,en", ani oldmen wciemitKi boasbeiore the otle- men followed; there were noaccidents, j ilot11.-yuard, whois aho HarborMaster at Port Mol".neux andLatlms river was of great assignee in pointing out thebeet place to beach he eh.p, and in landmgthe passengers and gettn°them together. The passengers also speak weli°of the .&carpent.r, whose name„Lodge, the sailmnkor, and a seamannamedDonovan Dr I.ghe also made him-elf most useful, both on bo idduring the t:u:e whengreat confusion, and excrement prevailed and
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