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made of doing liis business (says the ‘Independent’). Many a visitor
to Wellington has been nstonished and amused to see him ride smarily
up to a poet, jump on the saddle, and light the lemp, then eliding
into his ecat and cantering away on his round. In this way he must
be able to do na much work as seversl men on foot carrring ladders.
The whole arrangement is highly ludicrous, but one eannot help
admiring the mun’s ingenuity, while luughing at the grotesqus charnc-
ter of the perfortnunce. This is not news to dwellers in the city, bug
it will be most assuredly to other folks.

THE offerioried nt 8t, Patrick’s KReman Catholic Church, Oamara,
on Christmas Day, amounted, the loeal paper stales, to about £80,

Tne Cathohe Chapel, at Reefton, uarrowiy escuped destruction by
fire on u Sunday lately, together with the butldings in the vicmity,
owing to a quantity of brush und fallen {imber haring berome jgnited.
When the former building becume endangered, owing to {hie wind sud-
denly shifting, grent efforts were exerted and relays of men cume for-
ward, who, by dint of great exertions, suceceded in partially subduing
the conflagration, Tho wind also changed suddenly, and in a very
ghort time the chupel was serured from danger,

A STABLE, the property of My Dennis Maloney, of the Junction
Tiotel, Queenstown, wus burnt down on the 24:h ultimo. At the time
of the fire there weve three horses 1n the stuble, severally the property
of three men named Magee, Devine, and Ifenderson, who were stuying
st the hotel on their way to the Arrowtown races. Mr Moloncy esti-
wiates his loss at £120, Mr Magee £20, aud Duvine and llenderson
410 each, none of which were covered by insurance,

A CuRRESPOXDENT of the * Daily Tiires’ sar g, of the recent ap-
poiutment of Mr Adnn as Otago Kmigration Agent :—There s an
unpres-ion abroad that before advertizing the Government hud fixed
upon the man, und that his two chicf recommendutions wera fus being
a Xeotehman and u Prosbyterian T cannot credit this. 1t would be
the very essence of dishouor, and T believe them to be hongrable men,
gs)r do I ubject to Mr Adum, if e is, ge the phirase goes, the right

o in the right place.  What T do object to is, that he js appointed

golely for Scotland, which ia unfair and unjust towards the people of
Englund, Ireland, and Wales, Tlis sort of clues exclusivencss cannot
und will not be submitted to; therefore the sooner the Government
changes the orders to Mr Adam the better.
Tas Wellington which eai’ed from Wellington for the Manukau
on Jan. 3rd. wos detnined till the last moment through the meu refus-
iag, on the very eve of hep departure, to sign articles, without a cluuse
being iaseribed enabling them to leave at uny time with 24 lours
ngtice, The wages of firemen liive been raised to £12 per month,

TuE last Northern Kacort which arrived in Dunedin brought dowy,
the following guantities of gold i~ Queenstown, 1421 oz 17 dwt; Cuar.
dronu, 539 0z 6 dwt; Airow, 1165 oz 3 dwt i Cromwell, 4184 02 19
dat; Clyde, 350 oz; Alexandra, 663 oz 13 dwt Teviot, 517 oz ;
Blacks, 2517 oz ; 5t, Bathune, 1100 oz; Mount Ida, 3J83 0z 8 dwt
Pulmerston, 133 vz 10 dwt; Muorpes, 151 oz 11 dwt, Yotul, 16,129
0z 7 dwta,

Tug Cvimwnal Sessions of the Supreme Court wers opmedin Du -
edin on Blonduy lust. Ilis Honor Mrp Jusiioe Chapmun’s charge to
the Grand Jury contained no points of apecinl interest.

TiE Victorian Eignteen won the ericket maich ugainst the Tna-
lish Eleven in one iunings, with 21 1uns to spare.  Tlie match, which
caused u consitlerable nmount, of excitencyt amangst ali clusses of the
community, commenced on the Melbourne Club's ground on Boxing

Duy, in tie presence of about 20,000 spectutors.

WRECK OF THE SURAT IMMIGRANT SHIP,

Ox the moruing of Friday, the 2nd 1nst., tolegiuns were publislied in
Dumedin, anpouncing that tha ship Surat, with 276 immigrants on
Loard, hnd gone ushore at Cutlin's River. The nows created consider-
uble excitement in town, na the ship corried o valyuble curgo, and 13
the seeond to Lhis port of the New Zeatand Shipping Company's fleet,
The siatement that the passengers were safe ellayed all appreliension
for the lise+ of those on board, A few hows after tihe receipt of the |
telegrams, tl e French war ghip Vire suiled ficin Port Chalmers far the !
scene of the wreek, having Captuin Thomson, Hurbour-master, ang
athier gentlemen intercated in the ship, on boazrd. Caprajn Jaoque-
mart <ererves the greatest eredit for the prompt offer of his ship to
the Provmeisd Sovernmernt for the conveynnce te ort of the immi.
geants. ke appears thai about ten o'clock’ on New Yeur's eve, the
Burat stiueh 0.1 4 submerged rock same aziles Irom Catlin's river, lier
speed enrrying her over.  When the Sarat first struck, there was (e
most infenss cxcitement on bourd, One of the Paszengers says that
when the vessel bumped on the vocks u considerab'e ghioel, was ii:lt, and
unathe ship went over the rock s noise was lieard resembling the ruml-
g oliron ra ks being moved about, Some of the paseengers stute (hat
the pumps were never sounded, in order ty arcertain whether the ship
was tlang any vuter or not, until long aflter she pussed over the
soeks, Ll hittle bay in wi

i thie vessel ancliored on the fullowing
worniy is ealled Bloody Fuel’s Moy,

Nearly wll the passengers’ slatéments are
tho 8nrat steuck, und before she wus beached, there was considerablo
confusion aud disurder on board. Attempts ou the part of the passen-
geis to mgnel the passing stemmer Wanganui were stopped, revolvers
were produced, und violence threatemd.  The water gained, notwith-
standing the working of the pumps inces:antly by (he ciew and
passengers, meluoing the marricd women and givls, all of whom took
therr turn et the work.  Whea it was determined Lo beach the vessel,
and the boats were lowered, the men belived meost creditably, aceord-
ing to the asceounts we have heard.  The women, eluldiew, and old
men weio but i bots beiore the otl ¢+ men followed ; there were no
aeeidents, | ilot eyward, who is ul:o Harbap Mauster at Port Moly-
neux and Catlin's river, was of great ussistunee in pointing out the
best place to beach the ship, and in landsug the pussengers and getting
them together.  The pussengers also speak well of the ship'; |
carpentey, vhose nawe s Lodge, the swilmukor, nud a seaman named |
Donovan,  Dr Tighe also made bimecli most u~cful, both on board,

to the effect that, aliter

during the tinze when great confusion and exvitement prevailed, and

S

ifter the passengers wore landed. At one time some of the. women
nre anid to have been almost frantic wi'h eXcitement, waving their
shuwls pud handkerebiefs, and making ull the efforts in their power to
aftract the attention of those on board the Wanganui; and o fow of
the male passengers had n great deal of tronble fo endeavor to ealm
them and get them below. The excitoment did not luss long, aud
when it was over all the passengers ure reported to have become re-
markubly calin.  There wus no moonlight, and rain was faliing nearly
ull the time.  'The passengers uppear to hinve sulfered u groat deal of
hardship,  Very fow of them managed to get nshore with more than
the clothes they had on, aud the majority of thom were in bed when
the vessel struck, and when the conlusion beuan, a few had barely
tlothes to cover them.  lu landing, sume of them ran o great rigk of
losing their lives, und most of them reached the shore cold, wer, and
misernble.  The seene en bonrd the Vire, on Lier arrival at Port, waa

& curious one.  Tho decks were crowded with men, women, and chil-

dren, who all bore seme cvidencss of the Lardships they had lately
gone throuth. The women und children were dressed  in anything
that could keep them warm, und mest of the youngsters hed pleces of
grey blanket wrapped about then. Soma of (he gi-ls had no covering
for their heads, and o few of the men appeared to be wearing
notiuug  but olsking,  Ou the passage up, every ntiention was
shown fo the passcogers Dby the officors wnd men of the Vire,
Tiee Surat has been vulued at nbout £25,000, and 1t is rumoured that
an inaurance had been elfected over her for £15,000 before she left
London. ler carge lue been valued ot £100,000. The ship and
cargo have been purchesed at avction by Messrs Guthivie and Larnach,
Dunedin, for £7050, and thut firm with the fleet of stanmers and light-
ers ut its lisporul, and having the advnntage of a s1w milling establish-
ment in the neighborhoo i from which Inbor,materail and machinery, is
procurable, is taking most energetie meusures for 1he digenarge of the
cargo, and, 1f possible to get off the vessel. Large numbers of men
sud eupplies of provisions have also been sent down from Dunedin,

The Mayor of Dunedin, Mr A. Mercer, prowptly inaugurated n
Sucat Kelief Furd, and a committee of which he nnd Mr 9 Reeves,
ove chiairmen and treasures, was uppointed ut a pubhe meeting called
by him,

! Mr Paul has been appointed collector for Danedin, and the:up-
country Muyors have been ssked to co operate with the ¢ity in the
matter. The following subseriptions have been acknowledged;—Hon,
d. Vogel, £20; Kennedy Family, £10 10s; Bishop Moran, £5; R,
W. Colewan, £5; Messrs Conzell & Moodie, £5 5a; Iev. Dr Siuart,
£2 285 Mr D. Prns (Christohureh), £5 53; hia Worship the Mayor
(A. Mercer, Isq ), £5 5s.

The Sub-Committes which mude the necessury inquirics reported
they “ did not tiunk it necessary to include in their report the losges
sustained by the single men and women, though they regrel to aay
very heavy losses have acerued to moet of them. The Sub-Cornmittee
find un duterview with the hoads of thirty-seven familics, who have
eich sustuined heavy losses, more or lees j—in short, it may ba said
these people huve lost cvirything they posscssed. The Joss by the
warrted people we con pute roughly to amount te £1830, and adding
to titia smount the loss of property of the unmarrisd immigraanrs of,
say, L7703, the totul loss would amount ta upwards of £25300, Your
Sub-Committee cannot conclude their report without expressing their
admiration of the prompt and straightiorward statements mude lo
them by the severa]l persons examined. So lar from desiring to exag-
gerute their losses, there was evineed » manly mdependenee of apirit,
and in one or (wo instances, a disincliiation o accupt assistance.

Ivis 1eported that ut the official inquiy some sbrunge revelutions
will be made.

THE BANQUEL TO THE HON. MR VOGERIL,

A BAXQUET was given to the Hon. Mr Vozel, in Dunedia, un M mday
evening lust, and u sam of £300 prescuted to him. The superinten-
dent ovcupied the chair.

His Kxcellency, 1n responding to the toast of Lis liealth, sliowad
the shortcomings of the Provincial Institutions of Utaro, and Lisped
his remarks wonld be taken in u candil spirit.

The Hon. f. Vogel, in the coarse of the speech in which lig pa.
sponded to the toast of his health, sard: —Tb s quite true, and it has
been said twive alrendy tins evening, und no one feels 1t more thany I
do mysclf, that whatever suceess L mny meet with in poliwal s can
never be dissoginted fram my eonneetion with this Province uo1d with
thi= City. . . The Anbive ques ien is a0 longer the wtie-sbsorbing Quus-
tion wlhich takes .o itoelf all the eare and attestion of tlose in whose
charge the Government of the Colony is pliced. [t means that thepe is
now time to look te other ¢ westions than that of the Native question—
that there 1s time to look tv those quesiions whieh really concern mest

those who hive cast I thewr lotd a3 colonisis i New Zoalug |
—that there is time to look tu guestions whieh wleet  theje
maoral, their soctal and their materal progress und prospay. .,

think we have cawse to be very gratelul to 1hs LExeelleney in
coming lLere not to niter floway speeclies, but to mivetne e2pras-
sion o1 s matiie opumon upon your mstitetions tas Le fads them.
You, Sy, have snud Ut you caanot disguise {rom yoursel! the
feeltng thet there niay be a rengtiom fro n the spleaded prospeiiey now
prevasng m the Provimee and 1 the Culony. Aql T think you have
very whsely susd that such g rea ‘bion is Likely to take the torm of fgd;-
vidual rulferng rather thun suffering by the Colony asa whole, T agree
with you  Souwe may, from want of wisdom or over speeulntion, op
from 1 ifortu, lnre to go to the wal® But ths material weekh created
in the Trovincee canuet sud will not be destrayed. . . . 1 eyl very
muck gratufied to know shut there are present, on tlﬁ._ﬂ ocensiry, many
of those geutlemen who ut other tunes have vot found thewselves
upen the same eule in polities as wyself, aud whe, politicudy, 1 ma

number es my cpponents.  Personally, [ do not lhuljk 1 can suy they
ave my opponenis.  Personnlly, I uim pot conscious of uny reason why
I should huve eccusioned any personal antagomam to mysulf; and per-,
sanally, [omungunseious of this, that evan i cases ofpohtiuq,l opposition
Iyarely found ocension to complain of waut of persanal considerion



