Accipy g very larze space in thie enl-
lection.  Admistted]ly. but witheut
testing the editor’s asserthinn that Shaw's
mefaces “really belong with the plavs.”
I cannot see that this 1s ar adequate
teason for thetr virtual exciasizn, “The
Perfect Wagnerite -- an escay wn the
pohitical tmplivatiog of Waoner's operas
- and "The Quintessenve nf Iheernsm’
both appear in fuilii oulv a2 portinn
of the prefave to The Shewing-up f
Blanco Pesper s ancluded.

“nn-

Ouve wopders winle reading the frag-
ments Yiere mesented of Love Amorg
the Artiste and The Irrational Knot why
these :ivels were rejected by the pub-
lishers. Was it perhaps hecause the Vic-
tewians did not like their herces of fic-
tion to bear so strong a resemblance
to Bazarov. the radical. who lives in
the pages of. Turgeniev's Fathers and
Sans? At all events. Shaw the novelist
was a tailure who soon gave pilace to
the highly successful journalist. critic
aud plavwright. The musical criticisms
he wrote for The Star and The World
in the late eighties and early nineties
were doubtless more startling and re-

" freshing in those
days thap they now
¥ appear to be. The
most  strikinz  ex-
amples. however, of
his habit of court-
ing attention hy

being  deliberately

provocative occur in

the dramatic criti-

cisms  written some

ovears later. UWith

the single exception ~f Homer. tiere is
1O eminent writer, Walter

&

Scott, whem I ocan
as I despise S
measure my Im:n
smeare’s repulation mav
after itself. hur the leading actors ar
actresses of Shaw's dav. evern three !
greatly admired. must have fsund
hard to bear at times. "It is greativ
t» Mrs. Patrick Campbell’s credit that
bad as ‘the plav was, her acling was
worse.”

et

da:

teft gl

1

I

Passinz over a comprehensive <elec:
‘o +f Fabian and other essavs. I call
ior of anv reader who wants
nment pure and simple to almast
e itemc that ccme under the
z of "Pen Portraits and Reviews.®
se I <peciallv recommend—
one a cnaracter ~ketch of Ellen Terrv.
and the other a review of Arnold Ben-
nett's book The Author's Craft, in which
Shaw proves by demonstration that it
i« much easier to write a novel than a

play. ‘ —R. M. Burdon
SHALLOW STREAM

THE OCEAN RIVER, the story of the Gulf
Streagn, by Henry Chapin and F. G. Walion
Smith; Victor Gollancz. English price, 16 -,
“"HE recent popularity of books about

the “ocean, the winds and the tides
has no’ doubt thrown this book on our
shores.,'But it falls far short of recent
treatises which have understandably

{anned interest in theése subjects. About

a third of it i% @ pepular account of the

evolution of ‘merine life. which reads

rather like thg‘,eakt,lier parts of H. G.

Wells's Outling of History. Considerabl:

ipace is then given to the discovery and

cnlonisation of the eastern seaboard nf

North and South America. It is ail. how-

ever. at once diffuse and f{ragmentary.

The American authers alliow the Span-

ish to do nothing  right. A alight

acquaintance on tl:eir past with, for in-
ytance. some of the recent works of

Salvador de Madartaga wrald have

given them a little more wense of pro-

portion. The Spanish American Empire
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laztad in extraordinarv vizeur and fer.
tility for 300 vyears, Little ever seem-
to get written in English te enable us
to understand better the 150 million
Spanish and Partuguese - speakine
peisples who are our (distant) neigh-
DOUTS.

The policy of the Ehzabethan and
<ome subseqguent Briush governments in
promoting piracy and the slave trade
1 the West Indies is treated indul-
ventiv: but the enthusiasm of the
authore for British enterprise and nava!l

supremacy becomes noticeably cooler ac

the date of the

Declaration of Inde- |

pendence approaches. Finally they see

clearly that British policy in Church
and State was no good at all. Thev dip
into the Gulf Stream here and there in
the course of it. but the Governor of
North Carolina would have cause to
complain to the Governor of South
Carolina about the length of the inter.
vals. Indeed. the total information abon
the Gulf Stream could be condensed
into a magazine article.

The famous pilot and cartographer
of Columbus. Juan de la Cosa. is sep-
arately introduced two or three times
as if a different person were referred
to. Sometimes he is “la Cosa” and
finally “Jean de la Cosa.” They accus=
him of deserting the wrecked ship of
wihich he was pilot. the Santa Maria.
but they neglect to draw attention to
the evidence in his favour, or to the
fact that he was <ole owner of the ship.

Whyv thev sav Christopher Columbus
hacked up Galileo in action concerning

tery. Gelileo was not born
vears  after  the death of Columbue,
Twiiers of the Dgep. by Ha!l Caine. is
referred to as 3 fictional acccunt of the
; vilfsh or octopus. This doesn’t
in Halt Caine’s titles. Prchablv
they intend Victor Huzo's Tojlers of the
Sea. "Immizratien’ is used where Tenri-
¢ratinn’ je mearnt. and “creditable” for
vereditle) ard s on.

The last sectivi 15 3 wort af philose-
wical discussion apn the rice of worid

=

seere, after 'but a lomgz way after)
Arncid Tovnbee L
After teadirz it one cannot heip

agreeing ai ~Saki.” “"Happy is the
country that Yas no geographv.”
—F. J. Foot

LOW EBB

THE UNDEFENDED GATE, bv Susan Erz:
Hodder and Sioughton. English price. 12 6,
NO MORE MEADOWS. hv Manica Dick-
erfe; Michael * Joceph,  English price, 12 6.
THE BIG CHARIOT., bv Charmian Clit
and George Johnston; Angu< and Rabertson:
Australian price. 18 9. DARK NOON. bv
Helen Henev: Angus and Robgrtson. Aus-
tralian price, 16 -,

"I’'HE novel, we all

e roundrese of the earth, is a mvs- -
until 5&

know, is both'

simultaneously a product of artistic :
sensibility and an article of commerce.

Many novelists contrive not to draw too
much attention to the latter fact. It is
(continued on next page)

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED

A CAREER IN THE
PUBLIC SERVICE!?

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
ACCOUNTANCY
INSURANGE
LAW

and many other interesting
positions with excellent
prospecis are offering in
Government Deparinienta
throughout New Zealand,
Attractive conditions of

employment include : good
salaries: generous sick leave;
time off for University
sludies: suprrannuation
{ap income for life!):
lodging alinwanees for
juniors living away -
from home.

For full details inquire from :=—
The Lmpinyvment Officer, Polilic Service Cam-
mission, I'.0). Box 8001, Wellington.

or The Assistant Pablic Service Commissinner,
PO Box 1484, Auckland.

or The Public Service Commission Represens
tative, P.0. Box 1258, Christchurch,

"LAUGHTER ON THE STAIRS,” by Bev-

erley Nichols 'below! is to be review:d .

in the October 18 session of Z8 Book Re-
view by Mrs.

a session given over
to lightes reading will
be: “The Shape of
Sunday,” by Virginia
Dowson and Betty
Wilsan  ‘reviewer, R.
T. Robertson ; “Fior-
ence Desmond,” by
herself, and “Take It
¢ From Me,” by Jimmy
Edwards tJohn Morris ; and
Column” '0O. N Gillespie -

Lillian -
Scott. Qther books in .

“Personal

NAMc'>TIY-‘~lS. WI‘TH~ | MOTHAKS B

free from destructive

svery drawer,
packed In bags of 8.., obtainable from
ali Chemists,

anGe

Look after your clothes ., , keap them

moths,  Hang

Mothaks In your wardrobe — put some In

Mothaks are attractively

N.Z. Agentst ), L LENNARD LTD., BOX 1497, WELLINGTON,




