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The Case of Henry James

HENRY JAMES THE UNTRIED YEARS
134301570, by dlean Edelr Ruperr Hor:-
Dlaviy  Eogliek porie. 23

tReviewed by P.J.W.i

7 7HILE thundreds of Ameri-
can  families 1in  covered
Wwagons  were moving  in-

land on the great westward migri-
tion of the 18530's. Henry James
Jnr. and his family were crossing
France and Switzerland in a traveliing
carriage. In this Hfrst volume of what
should be the standard hiography of the
first of the modern novelists, ax Gert-
rude Stein once called him, Leon Edel
shows how his jater expatriation was the
direct und logical outcome of
trangement from America as a child,
The internatisnal scene he wrote about
was the "land”™ of his particular breed-

ing.

his es-

Mr., Edel is an ideaf bicgrapher. He

has worked on the immense mass of
James material for 20 years. and his
book is a model of condensation, of

selection of key points in the evidence.

presented without undue psvehoiogical
speculation. The important role given
in James's fiction to the acute and

hypersensitive observer reflected his ouwn
pasition in hfe, hix buried sense of his
subordinate position alike 1o father and
brother---the Jacob and Esau Yheme. He
wanted to equal tns brilliant brother
William, but the whao to be-
come the leading philesopher of his
place and time seemed to outshine the
timid Books,
imaxination, writing, an  escape
from "the frustrations his jumor-
hood.” Action was translated into art.
He could observe, and ovourished in
silence his “puint of view.” He was
drawn by his early association to the
French novelists: the gquestion of ferm
obsessed him, and his first published
writing was a youthfu] expression of his
idea of the novel as a work of art,

Mr. Edel speaks authoritatively for
the first time on the great riddle of
Henry James's life. What was the “ob-
scure hurt” he suffered in “the same
dark hour" as the outbreak of the Civil
War., while manning the pumps to put
out a fire in Newport? Hijs elaborate
euphemisms, the use of the words miti-
mate, odious, horrid, catastrophe in his
own accounts of the affair led his read-
ers to suspect the worst, Mr. Edel says.
“However much different men might
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NUTRITION EXPERTS SAY that
**Hidden Hunger'' is far more coni-
mon than most people realise. They
gay you can satisty your hunger by
having three meals every day—and
still not satisfy your hody's needs.
When we eat the wrong kind ot foods.
or not enougli of the right kind. then
we sufter from ' Hidden Hunger''.
Our body is still huugry for certain
essentinl food elemeits.

Marlicks supplies balanced
Rutrition ... made with milk it
guards ogainst “HIDDEN HUNGER'

With today's vising costs, it is not
alwavs pussibie 1o huave T:e rigut
Kind fucds your Lady deeds,
Touat is why Herlicks is S0 Letes-
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«try in your home—rtor all your
farily,

Horticks  containg  fall-cream
milk and the nutritive extracts of
wheat four and malted barley.
Prepured with milk and enjoved
hetween  mmeals anid just hefore
bed at night, Horlieks is a bal-
anced Tood which supplies the
esserfial nutritionat elements
yvour boily needs every day 1o
¢enard asainst “"Hidden Hungzer.”
Being pre-digested, Horlivrks goes
alniost =iraizht inte’ the blood-
strewit —and it is all pure, extra
noutishiment.
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HENRY JAMES
No covered wagon traveller

have different answers, in the case of
Henry James critics tended to see a
relationship between the accident and
his celibacy., his apparent avoidance of
involvements with women and the ab-
sence of overt sexuality in his work.” He
suggests that James magnified the in-
jury to minimise his failure to go to the
war like other yvoung men, that he had
merely strained hix back. and that the
‘

It's so good — =0 gentle —
so  wonderfully  tharough.
Amami seapless Shampoo i3
an exciting new formula that
stimulates as it cieanses. that

frees nair from dutling fitm vet retains
the natural oils =0 ezzential to hair heauty.
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Your hair will be soft vet
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highlights.
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bottle containing at least 8 shasuipous.
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real cause of these aspects of his life
and writings  was psychological rather
than physical,

The book deals with the Jaunching of
James's career in Boston, his friendships
with Sargv Perry. John la Farge (who
introduced him to Balzac and Merimes?,
Charles Elior Norton and William Dean
Howells. The main factors which formed
his  personality are set down conclus-
vely, The “vampire theme which re-
curs in many of the novels is seen as
the oroduct of his relationship with his
mothier, his observations of his mother’s
relatt ip  with his father, and 1is
awn friendship with Minny Temple, the
cousin who died early and whom he saw
as "a young and shining apparition.” a
“disengaged and dancing flame of
thought.” She was’ strongly drawn te
Henry, but was he in love with her? Mr,
Edel thinks not: he was content to wor-
ship from afar. He was always afraid f
engaping his affections too deeply. Love
for hitn was not only a deterrent to the

ko]

full life but a threat to life itself. He
was a shy. dedicated young man who
asked only to be “just literary.” and
through pursuing his undeviating path
he became one of literature’s great
masters.

SHAVIAN MOODS

SELECTED PROSE OF BERNARD SHAW,
edited hy  Diarmuid  Russell;,  Constable.
English price, 42 -,

("OCIALISM and the theatre., as Mr,
Russell claims, represent Shaw’s two
chief interests, and should therefore
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