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BACK TO THE ATOM
THE THIEF
(Harry M. Popkin-United Artists)
HE THIEF, so the publicity
handouts. tell me, is the first
feature film without a line of
dialogue to come from Hollywood
in, the 25 years since movies first
became talkies. I don’t know how
close to the truth that is-Hollywood
makes claims like that with the same
exuberafice as it handles superlatives.
and memory. even when- it is long, is
rarely broad enough to furnish ah effec-
tive check. But I am sure that a pre-
talkie audience couldn’t have made
head or tail of the picture. If you could
show it to a group of desert-island
castaways whose sole link with civilisa-
tion over the past quarter-century had
been a pile of eroded gramophone re-
cords, they would be either bewildered
or bored.
The more worldly-wise among them
might know something about the Fed-
eral Bureauof Investigation, and there-
fore have an inkling of what went on
in the building with that nameplate on
its portico, but they could not be ex-
pected to know the significance of the
words Atomic Energy Commission, to
perceive (except in some moment of
vague disquieting intuition) a connec-
tion between the two buildings, or to
understand why the apparently respect-
able workers) in the one establishment
should be covered by dassiers and iden-
tification cards in the other. It would
not be difficult for them to deduce that
Dr. Allan Fields (Ray Milland), the
nuclear research worker, was spying;
but if they had been familiar with
scientific practice they might wonder
why there was any need for him to do.
so-why scientific formula should be
secret. And I imagine that in the end
the more intuitive among them might
elect td go back to their desert islands.
with a fresh selection of LPs.
But you and I, who have spent the
past 25 years in the desert of civilisa-
tion, don’t need words to eke~out the
drama of The Thief. We can catch ail
the allusions, recognise each jagged frag-
ment from the contemporary nightmare

and match it against its fellow. We
know all the answers-or all but one.
And there is no doubt that a wordless
script provides a disconcertingly appro-
priate treatment for the theme. It ac-
centuates the mental conflict of the
scientist caught in a web from which
there seems no escape, in a dilemma
which he can discuss with no one. It
serves to underline the stealthy opera-
tion’ of the spy-ring, the furtive, un-
announced assignations of the go-be-
tweens, the general impression of a
silent but remorseless battle in the
shadows,
The Thief is, in fact, not only a bold
but on the whole a successful film ex-
periment, and one that is likely to cause
a good deal of discussion wherever it
is shown. The naturalistic treatment
(reinforced by some splendid outdoor
photography) may remind you often of
Mark Hellinger’s Naked City. The
soundtrack has not been eliminated.
though the spoken word has, and the
place of dialogue has been taken by the
noises of Washington and New York-
most of them invested with a_ larger-
than-life significance by the scenes with
which they are associated. But the very
naturalness of the treatment underlines
the need for at least some dialogue.
Even sparingly used it would have
brought the drama a ‘little closer to us.
The appearance of Miss Rita Gam
(TV’s gift to the movies) was possibly
contrived to meet the lack of human
warmth in the script. She has nothing
whatever to do with the story. She has
not any effect upon the development of
the action (save to stall it occasionally):
in fact, one might wonder why she was
dragged in at all-if it weren’t patently
obvious. Even the desert-islanders could
follow her without dialogue.

RAY MILLAND
Fragments from the contemporarynightmare

BAROMETER
FAIR: "The Thiet."
FAIR: "Eight Iron Men."’

EIGHT IRON MEN
(Stanley Kramer-Columbia)
|F I had set out deliberately to find afilm to contrast with The Thief, I
could hardly have found a better ex-
ample than this latest production of the
busy Mr, Kramer. Eight Iron Men is
based on a Broadway hit, A Sound of
Hunting, and is the story of 24 hours in
the lives of eight U.S. infantrymen who
form a forward patro] in the front line
in Italy. For them the front line runs
through a shattered town. Some of the
buildings are held by the Allies, some by
the enemy, and the spaces in between
are unhealthy, being covered by snipers
and concealed machine-guns. In one of
these spaces a flat-footed member of the
patrol gets pinned down in a shell-hole
and the rest of the group pin them-
selves down in what seems like an in-
terminable argument: on the pros and
cons of an attempt at rescue. Occasionally one
or two, bolder or more insubordinate, venture
out, and we get some fresh air, change of
scene and good photography, but they're soon
back to chew the fat and slang the sergeant.
I should say that Eight Iron Men has more
dialogue per square foot than any other war
picture I have seen in the last 10 years-so
much, indeed, that the real problems of moral
responsibility which lie at the roots of the
drama are at times quite obscured. Yet I
thoroughly enjoyed the film. The observation
is often shrewd, the dialogue has a nip to it,
and there is a wry twist to the ending which
leaves one in a good humour. But best of all
is the performance of Bonar Colleano, as a
lead-swinging, self-assured private. He makes
theshow-and quite a_bright show he makes it.
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Stop STABBING PAIN0f
BACKACHE
Here the clean, modern wayt0 Telieve simple backache:
Johnson S BackPlaster! Eases
pain stiffness, stran Feels
greatl At chemists every-
where. Insist on Johnson 6
Johnson quality_

Distb_ byPotter & Birks (N.Z.) Ltd; Auck

PLAY PIANO BY EAR
This big, up-to-the-minute home study
course shows you how to develop yourown runs and breaks; how to play modern
Swing BY EAR
SEND TODAY for FULL information
The MUSIC WORKSHOP,
18Sage Road AUCKLAND, E.1

WAKE UP YOUR
LIVER BILE

Without Calomel And You'Il Jump out
of Bed in the Morning Full of Vim:
The livcr should pour out (wo pints of liquid
bile 'nto your bowelsdaily [F thisbile isnotAow=
ing freely voun food}docsn ( digest_ It justdecays4 the hwowels. Windbloats Upvourstomach.You
get coustipated. Y(ur whole systemn IS poisonedandVou feelsur. tiredand wcarv and theworld
looksblue
Laxatives are only makeshifts. A mere bowel
movementdoesn'(getat theCause It takes:those
good old Carter' Little Liver Pills to get thosetwopintsofbileHowing freelyandmakeyou feclup and Up_ Harmless, gentle Vct amazing in
makingbileHow freelyAsk For CARTEKS Littlc LiverPillsby name:
Stubbornly refuseaJthingelsc
Distributors: Fassett Tohnson Ltd,, Leou
Buildings Mamuers Street, Wcllington, C.3

U-BUld-IT " KIT SERS
Quickiy Send 6d stamp tor 32-page Illus- BUild

POSTFREEand Eosily tratedCatalogue,containingover100Assembled Kitsets _Furniture, Nursery Furni-ture,Toys,Embroidery,Tapestry,etc
U-BUILD-I7 Kit Sets come to You with all
necessary machined parts, hardware, etc.,
enabling anyonewithoutpreviousexpcrienceto
assemble these articles.

PANELLED DRoPside Cot. Attractive; with manydesirable features, including panelled ends to exclude
draughis easymoving drop side slat bottom
closely-spaced bars. Measures 3ft 6in2ft X 3ft 3in high. Price 67/-

KAPOC MATTRESS, in quality
Ticking to fitthis cot Price 53/-

END TABLE. A particuiarly
handy kit set In quality tim- UosedIRONING BOARD (Folding). ber Ideal for those tavour-

With movable sleeveboard: Ite books and lamp shade
Widely spaced legs 3f+ 4in Great asset t0 every homeX 12in wide Measures 24in IOin 23 STOOL STEPS. A comfortable

Price 35/- high: kitchen stool and a handy pair
Price 35/6 of steps combined: Easilyassembled in 30 minutes 25in

high 16/6Price

Rocking HORSE. Strong ROUND TABLE. Attractive
durable inside or outside occasional table with extra
play toy, swung on strong room on centre shelf andmetal hangers: Size 40in spacious top at a convenieni
long. height Measures 20in

Price 37/6 diameter 22in 36/-high Price
KidNEY-SHAPED duchesse:

SEE-ALL SEWING BoX, com- Practical use and appealsplete with castors Verypopular Economy and pleasure ofkit set Accurate machining and Gssemblv Three commodi-
drilling easilv assembledI one ous shelves hold ample.
pleasant evening: Size I6in X Draping not supplied. 35in8in X 24in high. 50/. long, 30in high;Price Tin wide. 57/
Note Our Onlv Address:

HOMECRAFTASSEMBLIBS
P.o. BOX 1042, CHRISTCHURCH

H78 72 MAIN NORTH ROAD


