
MAGIC CARPET| HE fabulous Spring of Chrosroes, a
carpet made for a king of ancient
Persia, end estimated to have been
worth £60,000 000, provides the theme
for a dramatic programme, The Magic
Carpet, to be heard shortly from the
ZB stations and 2ZA. Tabari, one of
the ablest of Arab historians, tells how
the carpet was looted from the palace
of Ctesiphon when the Arabs defeated
the Persians in 635 A.D. The richest
jewels from the royal vaults had been
worked into the giant rug, and the con-
querors divided the spoils simply by
cutting the treasure into some 60,000
pieces.
Tabari’s account is one of the earliest
records of the art of carpet weaving.
It is a sad record, for the Spring of
Chrosroes was said to have taken more
than four years to complete, and was;
a work of surpassing beauty. But the
wide dissemination of the plunder led
to the adoption of carpet making in
other countries of the East. In the 8th
Century A.D. the Moors introduced
the art to Spain and it was from there
in 1255. that the first carpets travelled
to Encland. Eleanor of Castile, who be-
ceme the bride of Edward I. took them
in her dowry. The Eng‘ish regarded
them with scme contempt, preferring

their barbarian custom
of covering floors
with hay and rushes. It
was not till 1519, when
Cardinal Wolsey se-
cured 60 carpets from
the Orient that they be-
gan to be adopted more
generally. By the time
Elizabeth I occupied the
throne carpets were
being woven in Britain
but not till 1740, when
a Belgian weaver: was
smuggled into the coun-
try in a sugar-cask. was
the high-quality Brus
sels made in Britain.
Written by Allan
Sleeman, and produced
under his direction at
the Christchurch studios
of the NZBS, The
Magic Carpet tells 0!
the magic of theSpring of Chrosroes
which spread the art of
weaving, and of the
steady growth in the
popularity of the carpet
down the centuries. The
procramme will be
broadcast from all ZB
stations and 2ZA at
9.30 p.m. on Wednesday
October 14.

ANCIENT TECHNIQUES in carpet-weaving are still in use in the East as this photograph,
showing Indian workers at a hand-loom, indicates
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Two Wonderful Holidays
SPECIALSOUTHERN BLUE LAKES
HOLIDAYTOURSFROM28/-aDay1
To LAKE OHAU To LAKE WANAKA
Wneit you can e.aX at THE AND OHAU
LOCGE In he neart of theHeie wi dis- Trave, Ovei Ouu miles by CruiserSoutnern Alps. You Coach tnrough: variea ana beaut Tulcovei wonderfui iake anc scenery,
natve Dush anu sparkling sun- Lake ano High couniry scenery.

otters yo The Sta rhree nigh @t Wariaka Hotelshine The Lodge (rerownea for Its firstciass accom-best of foou, warmin and iOTs toihe mo_atJOni ana tour nignts at Fheao A iaunch excursion On
iakke exn araiing waiks ana f Loase Lake Onau Lake Wanaka

avail- IS one 0f the most beautifui iakeoy Iike riding noises are
acie fo: nire Fne cos inciunes resorts In New Zeaiana and IS
accommo atior aunch trip and equaily famcus tor ITs game ana
40C mile: 0t comfortaole wilc life This IS a real holidayove:

Cru5ei Coach Tiave from Chi'ST WI n sometninc new to see ana do
church and return via Lakes each aay
Pukaki ana Tekapo Onlv extras The Fost ncluaes Cruiser Coacn
are meals en route Trarispori and all accommodation:

Oniv extra IS meals en route
7 GREAT DAYS FOR 8 DAYS FOR ONLYONLY f9/15/ f13/19/6
Tours depar1 Christchurch
every Tuesday Thursday and ToursdepartChristchurch each
Saturday, and return Mondays Friday at 8.15 a.m returning
Wednesdavs and Fridays followina Friday 6 p.m

FullDarticulars trom all Travel Agents Or writeMount Cook and SouthernLake: TouristComrany;Ufd. P0 Box226,Timaru:
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These popular deep-tread rubber soles arenow available on OB Work Boots in three
different typesofupper leather, and in brownorblack_Theyareextremelyhard-wearing;and
give an excellentgrip on almostany surface_
Moreandmorepeople are using them_ They
maybe justthethingforyourparticularwork:

At retail stores throughout N.Z:

02 Work Boots
MADE BY M. OBRIEN &CO: LTD CHRISTCHURCH
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