Film Reviews, by P.J.W.

OUT OF THE »iT

THE BRAVE DON'T CRY

{Group Three-Associated British)

JAREE years ago at the
Knockshinnock Castle Col-

liery in Scotland. during a
heavy downpour of rain, the sur-
face of the ground in a farmer's

paddock subsided into the mine
workings below, trapping 118 men for
two days. This film. the first we have
seen out here for ,many years by the
British  documentary producer John
Grierson, retells the story of what hap-
penred during these 48 hours. It is a
strong, unpretentious and in many ways
a magnificent film. which attempts with
a good deal of success to reveal the un-
complaining heroism of ordinary men
and women, when they become involved
in crisis and tragedy, The cast, apart
from John Greeson, who takes the lead-
ing role. consists mainly of members of
the Glasgow Citizens’ Theatre, and
under Philip Leacock's direction they
give restrained and sincere perform-
ances which play down any false drama
in the situation and help make the film
credible and iife-like to a remarkable
decree.

The 'opening shots of The Brave
Dan t Cry emphcsxse the ordmarmess of

BAROMETER

FAIR TO FINE: "“The Brave Don't
ry

OVERCAST: “'The Stars Are Singing.”

the day as the miners say goodbye tc
their wives and sweethearts and depart
for work in the pouring rain. A few
minutes later the ground cracks and
collapses. Number Four section is wiped
out, the pit-head is flooded. and the
men are trapped. They gather arcund
the pit telephone which is now their
only connection with the world above
and begin their long wait. On the sur
face the womenfolk silently assemble
outside the mine buildines, while rescue
parties with oxygen apparatus make
their way through the workings of un
abandoned mine from which they hoped
to dig their way thrdugh to the trapped
men. When the first hole is cut fire
damp ceeps into the mine and the way
to freedom has to be sealed. After two
days of fruitless pumping to clear rhe
air. the men are brought out through the
old workings wearing firemen’s szivor
annaratus. exhansted hut still in goad
spirits. Apart frcm the nine men ir
the caved-in section. all are saved

The film views the disaster from
three pomts of vlew, moving s:mpiy and
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JOHN GREGSON

D.vsasrers are overcome by people working together

du‘ectlv from the men below to the
anxious women, to the unhurried exer-
tions of the rescue parties. There is no

weeping or lamenting. and no high
drama. only the steady movement of
the escipe plans toward fruition. Yet

beneath the stoic calm is the unspoken
realisation that over a hundred lives are
at stake. On the technical side the
photography by Arthur Grant) is con-

the underground
is pﬂrtlcularl\, wOrti
noticing., with its con-
centration on the crapgy
faces of the miners. The
sound-track scorns the
usual orchestral effects,
and there are many pas-
sages of silence broken
only by the rasping of
breath and the hiss of
oxygen in the escape
kits, or the drip of
water.

The outstanding fea-
ture of the film as John
Grierson has presented
it is a sense of the com-
munity spirit of the men
and women involved, If
there is a message in it
—and Grierson believes
that a film should bave
a purpose beyond that
of giving aesthetic
vleasure—it is that the
disasters which befall us
are overcome not by the
solitarv efforts of indi-~
viduals. but by a com-
mon striving of groups of people work-
ing together. This is a fine spirit for
a film to have. and it is advanced un-
cbtrusively in this case. but with stronge
effect. Such scenes as the singing of old
Scotch songs as the men sit zalong the
stony walls of the shaft. or the prepara-
tion of food by groups of women on
top. emphasise this. Few people.are
allowed to stand out in the cast, even

scenes

B sxs‘tentlv good and the composmon of
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OR DO YOU, LIKE THOUSANDS,
SUFFER FROM “FLAT-IRON BLUES"”
WHEN POWER IS NOT
AVAILABLE.

Beautifully*finished in cream enamel
amd equipped with finger-tip heaot
control, the streamlined TILLEY 1RON
burns for four hours on one-third of a
pint of kerosene. No more worries, no
more waiting for flat-irons to heat,
TILLEY does the job with botherless
ease. Simplicity itself to operate, no
fumes, no cords, TILLEY IRONS are
the answer to o housewife’'s dream.

Fill in and despatch the coupon below to the New Zcecaoland Distributors, john Buckonan &
Sons (Watn.) Ltd.,, Box 1712, G.P.O., Wellington, ond you will receive by return mail full
detaits ¢f the range of TILLEY KEROSENE BURNING APPLIANCES, plus the nome of your
LOCAL RE-SELLER.

Messrs. John Buchanan & Sons. (Wgtn) Ltd.,
P.O. Box 1712, Wellington.

| Please send me free by return mail full details of the ronge of TILLEY KEROSENE
BURNING APPLIANCES, plus the name of the re-seller nearest my home,

Name

Address
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