
SEEALL SEWINGBoxKItSETSQuickly ANE EASILY
ASSEMBLED
This practical and attrac-five U-Build-it-Kit-SeT0f quality timber has been
assembled by hundreds 0i8a(i $fied Homecrafi
Assemblers with no previ=ous woodworking experi-ence: Aii parts accurately
machined, drilled ready for
assembly and accompaniedDy the necessary hardware,castors etc:, and easy-to-follow

Illustrated instructions whichmake this kit set 0 pleasant one-
evening proiect.Size 16in 3 8in X 24i0 high:
price 50/ post Paid:

Send order and remittance to
HOMECRAFT ASSEMBLIES,Send 6d stamp for 32- p.0, Box 1042 CHRISTCHURCh:page Illustrated Cata- (72, Main North Road; Papanui:)logue containing oyei 47a100 Kitsets ~Furniture, Nursery Furniture, Toys, Embroidery, Tapestry, ete:
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PuticzRALMAS
fiuthaDoxicv ]HereS a new kind of

First Aid Dressing-~a smooth;,plastic,
waterproofdressingthat you cankeepOnwhile the hands are in water while you'f6
working with oil or grease:

Staysclean stretches all ways can't fray keeps ona
1/3 inblue andwhite tinsfromchemistsand storeseverywhere. Familysize3/4.
A PRODUCT 0F DALMAS LTD, LEIC ESTE R, EnGLAND . 1.

GLoRY Be! No More

BACKACHE
Here5 the clean; modern wayto relieve simple backache:Johnson S Back Plasterl Easespain, stiffness, strain. Feels
greatl At chemists every-
where: Insist on Johnson 6
Johnson quality.

Distb by Potter & Birks (N.Z.) Lta., Auck:

PLAY PIANO BY EAR
Up-to-the-minutehome-study course givingoll the fundamentals of plaving correctlyBY EAR How to develop popular stvles
Send TODAY for FULL information_
The MUSIC WORKSHOP
18 Soge Road AUCKLAND E.1

A "Vital" 2
Difference

Vi-Max made from selected wheat
ra with extra wheat germ added is

not devitalised: It is, therefore,
ideal for porridge and for baking,

"FINE otCOARSE" especially where there aregrowingchildren.

Order VI-MAX, VI-BRAN and VI-MEAL from YOuI
grocer Made by DJ H Brown & Son, Ltd: MoorhouseAvenue: Christchurch
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LowerMathematics
by SUNDOWNER

SEPTEMBER 2

lieve, allow some awareness
of number to birds. They

don’t say that birds can count, but
they seem to say that there are
limits beyond which we must not
go in shutting numbers out of the
feathered world. If a bird lays five eggs
and you take one she will not miss it.
If you take two. she will be vaguely

C
wae I_ be-

uneasy. If
5
you

take one more,
she will know-if

she is one of the birds ornithologists
have in their minds when they make
the claim. I don’t think they would say
that Joanna, our Rhode Island Red, has
mathematica] possibilities, or that
Martha, who sneaked off and hatched
two eggs in five when her seven sisters’
were moulting, would have been upsetif the three infertile eggs had been
taken away after a week.
Whatever the facts are, birds. if they
count at all, do it with their eyes. Sheep
do it with their ears. Twice during the
last few days I have seen a twin lamb
rejected by its mother and. given tem-

| porary hospitality by another mother
of twins. In both cases I have failed in
my attempts to get the outcasts back in
their own domestic circle-first because
the rightful mothers had passed through
a psychological crisis between the first
lamb and the second, and could not ad-
just themselves again;' and in the second
place because the obliging mothers
could not count. There did seem in one
case to be a slight awareness of irregu-
larity, a litthe embarrassment at being
followed by three lambs instead of by
two, and some mental as well as physica]
confusion at mealtimes,
I watched closely for
signs that the eye was
confused as well as the
nose and the ears, but
could never fee] that I
had seen these signs.
The nose was, of course
the chief witness when
the subjects were close
enough for contact: but
when there was some
distance between them
the ears did all the
work. The eyes. as far
as I could judge, re-
ported nothing accur-
ately, even when one.
animal was black.
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\VHEN I suspectedferrets and not cats
of dragging a lamb into
a burrow a few days
ago. I did not suspect
them of killing the
lamb. I supposed, and
stil] suppose, that the
lamb was dead before
they began on it, But
something happened to-
day that makes me re-
open the question. A
footsore ewe that nad
not climbed the hill for
48 hours lambed in the
gully last night among
‘rocks and gorse. Whenq found her she was
lying a few feet away
from the spot on which

she had given -birth to twins, and one
live lamb. was lying beside her: .The
other had the back of its head’ eaten

out and had» been
dragged about ten
: feet uphill ; intogorse, 1 went home tor a trap, set it un-

covered on the lamb’s neck, and an
hour or two later had an old ferret.
Tomorrow I shall probably get the
mate. The question is: Was the lamb
dead or alive when the ferret or ferretslaid hold of it?
In the fefrets’ favour are the fact that
one lamb in 20 or 30 never gets up;
that the ewe had moved away a little
and perhaps left one lamb lying dead;
that ferrets have been in New Zealand
for 80 years, and in Britain for per-
haps 800 years, without getting them-
selves labelled es lamb-killers. Against
them are the fact that the victim had
bled freely; that it had been cleaned by
its mother; that the mother is lame,
heavy, and inactive; that there are no
dead lambs in this gully to provide an
alternative source of food; that new-
born lambs must be tempting and easy
game. ee . .
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HAVE not escaped or tried to escape
from sheep for a week, or from baa-
ings and bleatings and ticks and .wool
and grease. In spite of my decision to
keep no pets, this year, we have two
in hand already which we are unlikely
to be able to return to the flock. In

spite of what 1
thought was a suc
cessful hand dip

ping a month ago, I went over one of
(continued on next page)

GODFREY BOWEN IN ACTION
"Nothing happens to annoy either man or beast"


