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Long Planning Behind US. Bid for Makalu

HE American expedition to

Makalu which has heen givan

priority by the Nepalese
Government over Sir Edmund
Hillary’s New Zealand party has
a comparatively long history,
dating back to December., 1951. The
American team will consist of ten men,
alt of whom are members of the Amari-
can Alpine Club and the Sierra Club
of California. The expedition originally
planned to climb Dhaulagiri (26.8251t.)
in 1953, but the Nepalese Government
refused permission for this ascent. Plans
were then put forward one vear and
the goal chanpged to Makalu. the world's
fifth highest mountain. Permission for
this attempt was announced in America
in January of this vear.

When the news reached New Zealand
from Katmandu last week that ¢he
Americans bad been given first chance
at Makalu The Listener had already
started writing the story of the Ameri-
can expedition.

In its latest available Bulletin (of
May last) the Sierra Club announced
that remarkable progress had been made
in selecting, and designing special equip-
ment for the assault. Six or seven tons
of food and gear, including 27 tents,
were expected to be shipped to India
in December.

Ansel Adams. one of America's fdre-
most photographers — and regarded by
some authorities as the world's great-
est landscape photographer-——plans 1o
accompany the party. There will also
be experts in zoology, physiology and
botany. Professor Netlo Pace, founder
o' the White Mountain Leboratory und
a physiologist at the University of Cali-
fornia, will be responsible for part of
g rocgnrch proerayune to be carried nut
incidentally to the attempt.on the sum-
i T Bruce Mever will serve as ex-
pedition dactor. Other members of the
team, w}}ose leader is given as William

will probably be drawn from the
mire. Richard Houston, Fletcher Hovt.
Fritz Lippmann, Larry Swan, Alfred W.
Baxter, Jnr.. and Allen P. Steck.

In December. 1951 the Expedition
had its formal beginnings. The Cali-
fornia Himalaya Committee was formed
to carry out the preliminary steps for
a full-scale expedition to Nepal in
1953. All membhers of the team con-
pleted high-altitude tests on two train-
ing expeditions during the summer
of 1952 — one to the Cordillera
Blanca in the Peruvian
Andes, and the other to
Mount McKinley, whe:e
a new route to the sum-
mit was attempted.

Such rigorous training
grounds must have oro-
vided an 1deal prepara-
tion for climbing in the
Himalavas. The Cordil-
lera Blanca includes
Mount Huascaran, the
second highest mountain
in the western hemi-
sphere, which rises in a

magnificent double
peak. "to 22217 feet
above sea level. The

Cordillera Blanca is the
cuiminating point of the
Andes in Pegu. and one
of the incidental haz-
ards of climbing in this
area is the risk of con-
tracting the disease Ver-

ruga Peruana, resem-
bling pernicious anae-
mia, This comes from
infection by a small iy
half the size of the
malaria - carrying  Ano-
pheles mosquito, which

is abrcad at night in the
zone between 2500 and
7500 feet. Showings uf

the film made during the training =x-
pedition to this region were used to
raise funds to help finance the Hima-
layan venture.

The membery of the American ex-
pedition have been carefully selected.
Each has a fine record of mountaineer-
ing achievernent. Members have becn
chosen, according to the Sierra Club

Bulletin, not only for individual
strength and competence, but also ror
demonstrated ability to work together

in a team. “Besides ascending many new
and classic routes in the European Alps

"WE WILL GO . . .~
- —Hillary
{| WOWD “Hc voery disappointed ot

missing Makalu, of course,” Sir |
Edmund Hillary told “The Listener” |
as this issue went to press, “but if
we can’t tackle one big peak we |
should climb another, depending on
wherc we can get a permit. After
all, there ere 26 mountains over
26,200 teet 8000 metres:, ond only
three of them have been climbed. So
there is plenty of scope. The expedi
tion is still on. We will detinitely go.” |
Sir Edmund added thot he hed been |
under the impression that the New
, Zeaoland expedition olready had its
permission, but scverel cobles had
been sent off to find out just what

had happened in Nepal.

United
“membeis

and on  major peaks  in the
States,” the Bulletin stated.
of the team have oreanised and led sev

eral successtul  expeditions to Cunada,
Alusku, and the Peruvian Andes”

In order that the climbers may tuke
advuntage of the fow storm-free weeks
before the onset of the mousocn, they
must reach India by late March. This

schedule will allow enoueh time to coni-

for

plete transportation arrangements
the aporoach to the base of the morn-
tain. From base camp. reconnaissunce
ol the route and actual climbing opera-
tions will be carried out in May and

early June.

The American expedition is expected
to be a costly one. The most important
items budgeted for in the expedition's
plans were air travel from San Fran-
cisco to Calcutta: wages of Sherpas and
porters, who are expected to range in
number from 10 to 160 in the course
of the expedition’s itinerary: food, cloti-

ing, and equipment for all: incaidental
costs of lodging in India: a transport
officer:  and  operating  costy  in the

United States. All items totailed about
45.000 dollars  although this figure wus
only- a provisional one. Part of the cost
was expected to be met from rights to
e)

(continued  on nexi p.

HUASCARAN, highest (22,217 feet) point of the Peruvian Cordillera Blanca, where members
of the U.S, Makalu expedition carried out altitude tests. Huascaran is the second highest
summit in the Western Hemisphere. AT TOP OF PAGE: The citadel of Makali- - an aerial
photograph showing the rock defenices which must be overcome in the last stages of an assault
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