dramatically convincing —aof the ambigu-
ous character of Isabel, His last chap-
ter (perhaps hard!y strong  enough 1o
justify the promising title of the whole)
plances at ‘the now fashionable theory

that Shakespeare’'s histories may hav»
been first in the field of the public
theatre, and that there iss mure likeli-

hood of Shakespeare having iffluenced

Marlowe than the other way round. A
final guery. which dallies with accent-
ance of Dr. Hotson's very questionable

parly dating of Shakespeare’s sonnets,
revives the old notion that Marlowe.
rather thay Chapman, may have been
the “rival poet” there referred to.

All this is. obviously of interest to
the student of the period and of ‘he
English stage. It need hardly be added
that Professor Wilson writes with urban-
ity and a nice, if occasionally rather
precious, scholarship. The volume as a
whote is slight encugh: but the book
itself is a model of university printi 14,
with a beautiful reading page.

—James Bertram
AMERICAN POLICY-MAKING

THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF SENATOR
VANDENBERG. edited by Arthur H. Van-
denherg, Jr.; Victor Gollancz, English price.
25 -, \
N Washington, it is said, what is a

state secret before lunch may be pub-

lic knowledge in the New York after-
noon papers published at mid-day. Tn
London, a- Chancellor of the Exchequer
resigns if, on Budget night, a part of lis
Anancial proposals appears in the even-
ing papers. Without passing any jude-
ments, we can be grateful that the
developing traditions of the U.S.A. give
us, oven-fresh, what has been cooking in
the period before a
high official leaves
his job. Amongst
others., we have had
Stettinius, Byrnes
and Forrestal; and
now, shortly after
his death. we have
the private papers
of Senator Vanden-
berg. together with
at least one docu-
ment. hitherto sec-
ret, which an oblig-
ing State Department has released for
the purposes of this book.

The extracts from scrapbooks, diaries,
letters. articles and speeches cover the
period from the outbreak of World War
11 to the “Korean mess.” to quote the
Senator. They show the making of a
foreign policy through the eyes of one
man, but a man who had a key part in
the San Francisco Conference which
wrote the Charter of the United
Nations, and at several subsequent im-
portant meetings involving the great
Powers,

Other reviewers have noted one of
the most important disclosures in the
book (one which incidentally comple-
ments The Forrestal Diaries), namely.
the “top-level behind-the-scenes contro-
versy over atomic agreements with
Great Britain and Canada” in 1947.49.
Yandenberg and others objected to the
secret wartime agreement made at Que-
bec between Churchill and Roosevelt
that an atomic bomb would not be usad

Senator Yandenberg

“against any other country unless boin

Britain and the United States agreed,”
and also to the substantial portion of
Congo ores being sent to and stored
in Britain. The Senators insisted that
" there must be satisfaction on this “be-
fore final action on the Marshall Plan
programmé There followed discussions
in Washmgton with the United Kingdom
and Canada in January, 1948, “As a
.result the final decision for use of the

homb was left in the hands af the Presi-
dent. . The Washington meeting also
assured the United States of more ade-
quate ore supplies. . .”* —WSBS

THE MULBERRY BUSH

HONQUR THE SHRINE, by Francis Chiftord:

Jonathan Cape. English price, 12°6. DRUM
SINGERS. by Lau Shaw: Victor Gollancz.
Englivh  price, 12 6. THE EASTER
PARTY, hy V. Sackville West; Michae!
Jfoseph. English price, 10 6. THE HOUSE
OF MORE:YS by Phyllis Bentley; Victor
Gollantz. English price, 12 6.

GOOD story of actton in the British

counter-attack in Burma in 1943,
Honour the Shrine does not quite reach
the pitch of emotional intensity its
author
when he introduced the Roman Catho-
ftc missionaries whao suffer martyrdom

se@ms to have designed for it

at the hands of the Japanese army. Bu !

the attempt deserves its own honour.
especially as it is probably through the

deliberate decision to keep everything .

at the level of quiet surface realism
that Francis Clifford has not done even
better. One trembles to think of what
Graham Greene would have made of
this theme.

In Lau Shaw’s translated novel of a
phase of modern Chinese' life, social pur-
pose is laid on with a trowel, but on

the whole it is daubed on in the right .

places, China in transition
picted, with
esqueness of a Dame Laura Knight on

a circus-painting jag.

is well de-’
all the contrived pictur- .

The FEaster Party is the most artifi- -

cial novel 1 have read in years. An Alsa-
tian. dog is an important character, and
onesof the few that bears some resem-
blance, among these
minded people, to real life. The book
has at least the gift of surprise, simply
because we don't often
such artful creations. A further surprise
is that its author is V. Sackville West.

impossibly high- ,

meet up witi ;

Strong trace elements of the Brontes':

contribute  their well - tried sombre
colours to what Phyllis Bentley mod-
estly calls a romance. Rather too many
things happen, and happen violently, on
this Yorkshire upland 150 vyears ago for

the reader of The House of Moreys ta .
keep from constantly gasping for his

taken breath. Romance—surely: Daphne
du Maurier must look to her laurels.

—David Hall
DARING THE BLITZ

I STILL HAVEN'T UNPACKED, by
liam Holt; Harrap. English price, 12.

th—

'I‘HE second instalment of Wl]hami

Holt's autobnography after a brief

recapitulation of the early part of his |

life, tells of the
during the war. After a spell in the
Merchant Navy, Holt decided to go to
London to see what he., a free lance
author and self-taught linguist, could do

author’s experiences ’

for the war effort. He became a success- |

ful broadcaster in the Qverseas Service

{(cortinued on next page)
—

-—— -

HE Rev. E. O. Blamires (below), who is
o New Zealand authority on cricket,
is to talk about “Bumper,” by Keith Miller
and R. S. Whiting-
ton, in ZB Book Re-

Y

scheduled tor discus-
sion in the same ses-
sion  are:
Winter Never Comes,”
by  Marston’
(Eric Romsden);
Country of
able Honour” by
{Oliver Duff); and “To-

Thomos Firbank
gether We Wandered,” by C. J. Lombert |
(Jim Henderson).
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ASHFORD’S

YOU MAKE IT YOURSELF .
hammer and screwdriver requlred

* ALL GOODS GUARANTEED — WRITE NOW

and  ald.

with brass-ring joint.
with 8 White and | Black

27/6 Post Paid

ideas.
Somefhmq New!
COMBINATION BOX
FOR MAIL,
. NEWSPAPERS and

A real working model STEAM

SHOVEL, Here's a foy that  MILK BOTILE. = Thess

the kiddies will love. You san \ave become 3 sensa-
tional seller. Kit com-

assemble if and enamel in gay .

colours 17/6 Post Paid

BOB SET {SCALLYWAG). A

fine exciting game for young

Easily assembled.
Kit comes complete with cue

A tua‘;:v Scallywag set.
a

plete for

25/6 Post Paid

“KITKRAFT”

.only a

NEW

ASHFORD'S
KIT-KRAFT

Complete

NANDICAMI AwD
HOMWY 4 Py

'

Send bd for Big lltustrated
Catalogue crammed fuli of

POST
YOUR
ORDER 17v36x 16n
NOW
IKITKRAFT SAFETY ROCK-
NG HORSE. T
FELT TOYS., Accurately cut in coloured felt. Ready to by the fhousand'?e' Es:sl)!
stitch and stuff. Cute, cuddly and inexpensive gifts, or to make. Head aireagy
you can make them to sell, painted. Complete kit
4/6 each or 3 for 12/6 Post Paid 34/. Post Free

Materials,
ing, Cane
Brooches,

Books, Patterns and Tools for weav-
Waork, Pewter Work, Decorating
Thick Pile Woollen Rugs etc,

WALK EEZY FOR BABY. Baby and save 50%. 37in x 25in
can learn to walk free from x yin deep. Kit in fine
spills. Wide leg spresd pre- R|mu 31/6
‘vents tipping. Adjustable can-

vas seat support, Rubber tyrad

castors. 250 square x 17in MAKE CHRISTMAS GIFTS
high 25/. Post Free WITH KITKRAFT . ,

FOUR-SHELF BOOKCASE.
Stands on floor, useful and
attractive.  You make it

START NOW

- PO BOX B
FACTORY AT RAKAIA., MID-CANTERBURY

KIT-KRAFT SPECIALISTS

CHRISTCHURCH )
(A0,

mfgf /

wl‘rH

omiIC ~
\VEATI'IER-STRIP 2

SPECIAL MAIL- ORDER OFFER
KIT SET 33/4

Contains 204t length  ATOMIC  STRIP,
special <punging toel, fixing pins, full in-
structions for fixing. Easily fitted to doais
or windows.

— — - — — — ——— ————

TOMIC DRAUGHT SEALING CO,,
0. Box 199, Opaki Roed, MASTERTON.

-

Please send me ATOMIC STRIP KIT SET.
Th unigque  springing © Enclosed is my remittonce for 33/4.
)uulnthof Atomic P:mu'
phor ronze Weather-
strip  closes the gaps @ NAME I
through which draughts )
intrude. I ADDRESS |

Mail your order with postal note or
cheque -tor 33, 4. Use coupon.

13



