FILM REVIEWS, BY INO.

Red Stars in

BIG TOP

(Rank-Continental Concorde)
€+ I'F a circus is half as good as
it smells,” Fred Allen once
said, “it's a great show.” 1
don't know if that criterion works
in the opposite direction, or if it
is a sound enough basis for retro-
spective deduction, but if it does (and if
it is) then this spectacular Russian pro-
duction must have distilled 'an aroma
heady enough to lay de Mille himself in
the aisle, a smell of substance solid
enough to hold up the big top itself with-
out benefit of any other underpinning, a
tich, fat, satisfying odour—in short (the
conclusion inexorably forces itself on to
paper) a veritable ong b~ng pong.
Big Top is, then, a circus picture—
or, if we may descend for a moment
from the. high wire to a more prosaic
level, the picture of a circus. There is
no attempt to emulate Mr. de Mille, to
drive us cross-eved by presenting three
rings in operation at once, or to super-
‘impo=e romantic triangles on the rings,
or even to take us outside the big top

at half-time for a breath of fresh air.

The show begins corfinues and ends
on or over the one ring.

mals themselves. But I
thought that the whips
cracked a little too

the Sawdust il

tom, and is often just

part of the sound-effects,

BAROMETER but it's a sound I couid

FAIR: “Big Top.” well dispense with. And
MAINLY FAIR: “My Cousin Rachel.” there was one act, in
which a lien rode on

And how it continues! Made in ‘the horseback, which sug-
Soviet Union, it stars the finest perform- gested that some fairly
ers to be found in the socialist repub- severe dlSCllee must
lics. I lost count of the Honoured have been imposed on
Peoples’ Artists taking part, just as [ at least the horse. I
lost count of the different acts they liked best the old ele-
put on, of the multitude of trained Phant sitting by the §
animals which danced and cavorted Tfingside tapping one }
across the sawdust, of the tumblers, foot in time to an ac-
gymnasts and equilibrists whose per. ¢ordion, and beating a
formances successively outshone one hole .about three feet
another ang left me slightly dazed and d‘?ep in the tan while he
vertiginous. If someone had come in did so; or the dapper
driving a team of trained tractors 1 little rockhopper pen-
would scarcely have batted an eyelid. It &uins who poured from
was, in fact, rather like one of those the carriages of a minia-
marathon Russian banquets where one ture train just as if they
dish or one drink follows another in a Dad commuted straight
sort of high-speed supercharged hospi- from Campbell Island.
tality. But the animal acts

The animal acts impressed me both Wwere almost all good.
with their variety—there were horses, and the horses looked
lions, sealions, bears, ostriches, martens, Magnificent. T
penguins, barnyard roosters, an ele- It would be just as
phant, a cheetah. and even a rabbit that difficult to award
played the drum — and also with the placings to the human
splendid physical condition of the ani- performers. I thought

RUSSIAN STARS )
Three attractive sisters who shared one aerial bicycle

¢

Recently we *went to the country’ with this question—" What do you

When we asked
the housewife....

consider the most important requirements in a modern electric range”,

We asked them all-—the housewife, the farmer’s wife, bachelor girls,

retailers, electricians. Their three ‘must haves’ are listed below.
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* Radiant Heat Hi-Speed Surface Elements.
% Simmerstats to Radiant Surface Elements.

% Thermostatic Oven Control. :
{(An optional extra with the Neeco Consort),

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR A DEMONSTRATION
—TODAY

*Standard solid plates can be supplied if preferred, but we strongly
recuanmiend the more efficient, cheaper-to-run radiant type.
v ASK A USER!
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They have all these MOST WANTED features:

THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL & ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
AUCKLAND o WELLINGTON o CHRISTCHURCH ¢ DUNEDIN o HAMILTON
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USE THE ONE AND ONLY
Safe > Effective
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"Vaseline”” Petroleum Jelly -
for 101 daily yses

“Trade Mark proprieror Chesebrough Manufae.
turing Company Cons'd.,, New York, N.Y., U.S.A.
Prepared in New Zealand by Industrial Chemicals
(N.2.) Ltd., Eden Crescent, Auckland, Regis-.

tered User of Trade Mark.” JN:I;".
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