Dunedin Music Festival

of Music, scheduled to begin

.. ~on September 19, will con-

sist “of four concerts spread over

nine. days. Two orchestras, four

choral groups and seven soloists
will provide the programmes.

The first concert. on Saturday. Sep-
tember 19, will open with a perforn-
ance by the National Orchestra of
Vaughan Williams's  Fantasia on  a
theme of Tallis. This will be followed
by one of the major events of the festi-
val, as the orchestra and the Dunedin
Choral Society. assisted by members of
the Royal Dunedin Male Choir and tie
Returned Services’ Choir, combine to
present Dyson’s Canterbury Pilgrims—
a musical setting of Chaucer's prolozne
to The Canterbury Tales. Dyson chose
the more ipteresting vignettes given in
the poem, including those of the Knight,
the Squire, the Prioress, the Franklin,
the Doctor of Physic and the enormously
experienced Wife of Bath.

" According to Robert Hull, “the mar-
tia] fame and vigour of the Knight is
vividly done in a chorus which, though
mostly strenuous, concludes with a
charmingly reflective passage in descrip-
tion of this warrior's gentler virtues.”
By contrast. the portrait of the Wife
of Bath is gaiety all the way. “It hits
off that rollicking creature so brilliantly
that it is impossible not to sympathise
with the range and variety of her matri-
monial exploits.”

Although Chaucer's metre—and some
of the more archaic words—have been
lost in the choral version, Dyson has
largely succeeded in retaining the humour
and vigour of the original. The pil-
grims who, at the end of the work, are
heard setting out for Canterbury, with
the Knight just beginning his tale, are
in no way misrepresented by their trans-
lation into music. The solo parts are
taken by the soprano Dora Drake. the
tenor John Chew, and the baritone
Ninian Walden. The conductor is War-
wick Braithwaite, % .

DUNEDIN’S second Festival

As a forerunner to the Festival per-

formance, Mary Martin will give a talk

on Caarerbury Pilgrims from 4YA at
3.15 p.m. on Sundav, September 13.

The second concert of the Festival.

on Monday, September 21, is by the
National Orchestra. with the Chines»
bass-baritone Yi-Kwei Sze as soloist.

The latter will sing Mozart’s Per questa
bella mano, Un bacio di mano, and
Mentre to lascio. The orchestral items
will include the Sibelius tone poem
Tapiola. Haydn's Symphony No, 99 iy
E Flat (“Schoolmaster”™), Massenet's
ballet suite Le Cid, and two nocturnes
Nuages er Fetes, by Debussy.

Yi-Kwei Sze. who has frequently been
likened to the Russian Chaliapin, has
been lauded by critics during his recert
tour of Australia en route to New Zea-
land. Said the Svdnev Morning Herald:
"Yi-Kwei Sze sang with beaytiful tone
and commanding distinction of style.”
And the Adelaide Mail: “His superbiv
controlled voice is enhanced by an in-
tellectual penetration and musicianship
which gave to each song he sang tho
hallmark of distinction.”

The third concert, also by the National
Orchestra, is on Tuesday, September 22.
The New Zealand-born pianist Petar
Cooper will be the solo artist. He witl
play Tchaikovski's Concerto No. 1 in

B Flat Minor, Opus 23. The purely
orchestral items will be Respighi's
Trittico Botticelliano, Mozart’'s Sym-

phony No. 39 in E Flat, and Liszt's sym-
phonic poem Les Preludes.

Peter Cooper has had an appreciative
press after each performance of his ten-
week tour of New Zealand. Owen Jen-
sen’s comment in a recent issue of The
Listener . is perhaps representative:
“Peter Cooper's playing is . . . modest,
thoughtful without being overwhelmesl
by conscious inteliectualism. lively but
not exuberant, assured but never bom-
bastic.”

The Festival ends on Monday, Sep-
tember 28, with a concert by the 4YA
Orchestra and the Teachers’ College
Choral Society. The pragramme will in-
clude a number of part songs and Pur-
cell's Ode on St. Cecelia’s Day. The
soloists will be the contralto Lesley Mc-
Ilroy and the pianist Maurice Till.

Songs of the Counitiryside

\VHEN the tenor Martin Boddey sang

“Joe the Carrier Lad” in a pro-
gramme of English folk songs broadcast
by the BBC last year, this bright little
song appatently had a cheering effect
on at least one listener—for she wrote
in tq say that;if had made heér happy
for a vl day. “Joe the Carrier Lad"

Sor many folk: songs sent to
h from- all oves England
Guest he. ‘made to

stationd of th
on Friday,-
The 'general title” for , the' four pto-
grammes to be bro; dcast 1s. Songs from
the English Countryside, ‘They were
arranged and are introduced by Francis
Coilinson and were récorded by the BBC
Transcription Service,

Among the songs that Martin Boddey
sings in the first programme are “The

Cottage in the Wood,” which has the
age-old theme of boy meeting girt—
and, of course. a happy ending, “The
Sweet Little Watercress Girl” has a
somewhat sadder quality. It is one of
those very old ditties which most people
know vaguely. but not enough for it to
be noted down. Francis Collinson was,
however, lucky enough to be sent a copy
by a listener who remembrered most of
it, but had to reconstruct the other part.
The last song in this programme dates
from the early days of Queen Victotia
when there was a sort of “song invasion”
from German Switzerland. These songs
have, as it were, become naturalised, and
this one, “The Case o Needles,” was
sent from the Cotswold Hills.

Martin Boddey is heard again in the’

third programme of this series. The other
soloists are Robert Irwin (baritone) and
Jan Van Der Gucht (tenor). In each
case the accompaniment is by. the Wyn-

"ford Reynolds Quartet, with the male

voices from the BBC singers,
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HELP YOURSELF TO -

lodised of course, guards
health, assists to prevent

and guard against goitre.

Trade enauiries to
A. A, STICHBURY LIMITED,
27 BLAIR ST., WELLINGTON

Ihe sweetest of smiles
is the Kemdex smile.
No trace of denture
breath to  betray the
secret  that  modern
dentistry preserves sc
well. Mucin tilm ang
food particles swiftly
dissolve  in  Kemde«
" solution — no brushing
is necessary. For teeth
without a stain o= thei
character, use Kemdex
reguiarly.

keep your dentures

KEMDEX clean
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A “Vital”
Di ffrence

Vi-Max made from selected whent
“with extra wheat germ added is
not devitalised. It is, therefore,
ideal for porridge and for baking,
especially where there are growing
children. -

Order VI.MAX, VI.BRAN and VI-MEAL from your
wrocer, Made by D. H. Brown & Son, Ltd., Maorhouse
Avenue, Christchurch,
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