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HAT has happened to

the population of the

world in the 400 ycars

since Columbus discovered
America?” C. E. Carrington asks
this question at the start of a BBC
talk, An Inquiry Into Emnpire, which
introduces The British Overseas, from
VYC and YZ staticns of the NZBS. No
one, Mr. Carrington thinks, can know
“just how world population has grow:.
but it may have multiplied four or five
times. “But (he says) the British race
. has multiplied at least 20 times
over, in those years. There were nnt
more than seven million persons in these
islands in the age of Shakespeare and
Raleigh: and their direct descendants
today in the British Istes, the United
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(continued from previous page)
of Tollund Man, whose almost perfectlv
preserved body was found under eight
feat of peal in a Jutland bog 11 1954,

ard the Dominions do not num-
than 140 And that

1s A statistic that has no kuown

States

ber less million.”
he adds,
paratlel in history.

This “Empire of Settlement” is one
of the three phases into which Mr, Car-

rington divides British Colonial expan-

sion. The second was the “"Empire of
Trade.” which he boldly asserts had an
“almost wholly beneficent” influence on
the world; and the third was the “"Em-
pire of Finance.” Here Mr. Carrington,
once mare on the offensive. disagrees
with Hobson “and his pupil, Lenin.”

The Empire of Finance, he declares, did
not  correspond, geographically, with
either the Empire of Settlement or the
Empire of Trade—"British investmeut
overseas was quite unrelated o
the annexation of colonies. Most of the

_money was invested outside the Empire,
. and most of the colonies suffered from

Danish and fureign scientists have so far'

the
was

been unable to fix the period when
Tollund Man lived, except that it
at least 2000 years ago. The man
clothed only in a skin cap and belt, and
he had been hanged with a plaited
Jleather rope which was still around his
neck—an honourable death in pre-Chris-
tian days. He was believed to be the
high-born victim of a ritual sacrifice in
connection with the great spring fertii-
ity festivals of antiquity. The radio-
active experiments to determine his age
will be made on his internal organs,
which were preserved intact and still
contained the remains of the seeds and
vegetables he had eaten at his last meal.

In New Zealand the use of radioactiv-
ity has been of use so far mainly to
geologists. Carbon samples taken from
the Taupo area have indicated that at
least two gredt volcanic eruptions oc-
cutred there in recent history, ane about
1800 years ago, and the other about
300Q years ago. In addition, peat coi-
lected from a mangrove swamp Oil
Pollen Island, Waitemata, by Proiessor
V. J..Chapman, of Auckland University

College, was found to be greater than:

20,000 years old. A section of fossil
wood submitted by Martin Te Punga. of
Victoria University Cellege, taken from
the bank of the Rangitawa stream, near
Kakariki, was found to be about 3000
years old, .

Commenting on the value of this
measurement to him as a geologist, Mr.
Te Punga said that the development of
‘radioactivity as a geological clock or
atomic chronometer has made possibie a
dating of the major events of earth his-
tory in terms of absolute chronology.
The value of this discovery to science
is likely to be considerable, and New
Zealand scientists are playing their part
in its development.
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‘a judge of the Supreme

a chronic want of capital.”

Mr. Carrington sees the Commoa-
wealth of today as made up of a series
of concentric circles. *“The inner
1he colonies of settlement, are maluie
communities with formed characters, as
stable as any group of nations in this
unstable 20th Century. The second ring.
colonies by conquest or cession, are one
and all in a period of rapid evolution.
Their former status of wardship, to a
British trustee, is everywhere dissolv-
of these colonies
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ring.

LEFT: Captain Cook,
Benjamin Franklin, Sir
Stamford Raflles,
Joaseph Chamberlain
to be a record of achieve-
ment so much as to es-
tablish the sort of man
Cook was. John Thomp-
sonn,  who wrote  tlie
ipt, has built his port-
mainly on  Cook's
own  words  and the
opintons  of  those who
knew him well.

rait

“Ratlles of Singapore™
is the story of a muan
who raised himself in remarkably few
years from an obscure clerk in the East
India Company to an administrator who
left his mark indelibly on world his-
tory. To think of Raffles is to think of
Singapere, and this feature in The
British Overseas tells how he pursued
his aim of securing a British staticn that
would keep open the seaway to the For
East. )

Benjamin Franklin was the outstand-
ing Anglo-American of the 18th Cen-
tury, and the fourth programme is
about this American John Bull who was
born a British celonial subject and died
an American citizen. Of the Founding
Fathers of the American nation he was
the only one to sign all four of the
essential American documents-—the De.
claration of Independence, the alliance
with France. the peace treaty will
Britain and the Constitution the
United States.

Edward Gibbon Wakefield, like Cap-
tain Conk, .is a figure in the history of
the Commonwealth with whose story
New Zealanders should be familiar
Wakefield's energy and vision led it
only to successful colonising in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. but to a noi-
able share in the report Lord Durham
submitted after his mission to Canada
in 1838~ .a report that refashioned the
British Empire.
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Lord Durham  himself — "Radical
Jack™ —is the subject of the next
programme. Lord Durham. who lived

from 1792 to 1840. was a rarity in his
time-—a vastly rich landowner who de-
manded for people generally the right

to vote. His mission to Canada and his

famous  report were the crowning
achievements of a notable career.
The story of Lord Delamere, the

white man's leader in Kenya, is a strik-
irig portrait of a dynamic little man who
devoted his life and most of his fortune
to proving that though the East African
Protectorutle (as it was first called) was
equatorial peographically, it was white
man's country frem the point of view
of development,

Joseph Chamberlain, whose story s
told in the eighth programme, visiteld
the Colonial territories less than any of
the other famous men in The British
Overseas, but the influence on the Em-
pire of this colonial reformer in White-
hall was wide and deep. As he himseif
said in 1906, "the union of the Empire
must be preceded and accompanied by
a better understanding, by a closer syme-
pathy. To secure that is the highest ob-
ject of statesmanship now uat the be.
ginning of the 20th Century.”

The British Overseas will start witia
a broadcast of Mr. Carrington’s talk
from 2YC on Thursday, September 43,
at 8.0 p.m., and it will be heard larer
from other YC and YZ stations,

C. E. CARRINGTON

ing." Perhaps some

may insist on withdrawing from 1he
second concentric ring, but they ran
hardly, says Mr. Carrington, withdraw
from the third ring, ‘the indefinable
zone pervaded by the

British  tradition, the l

Empire of the English

language. . . Here is an *

Empire which still has

great benefits to offer—
freely--to the world.”

An M.A. of both Ox-
ford and Cambridge,
Mr. Carrington has writ-
ten several books on the
Commonwealth, includ-
ing An Exposition of
Empire and The British
Overseas. Though born
in England, he had his
early education in
Christchurch, New Zea-
land,” .and married a
daughter of the late
Hon, W. C. MacGregor,

Court of New Zealand.

Mr. tatk
will be followed Dby
seven half - hour . pro-
grammes on men . who
have played an influen-
tial part in the develop-
ment of the Common-
wealth. The first of
these, about Captain
Cook, does not set out

Carrington's

CENTENARY OF CECIL RHODES

CECIL RHODES, 1853-1902

*

CECIL RHODES is not one of the
“ notables discussed in The British
Overseas, but the man and his work in
Africa are summed up in a separate-
NZBS programme which 2YC will

" broadcast at 8.30 p.m. on Wednesday,

September 2. This portrait has been
written- by Frank Simpson to mark the
100th anniversary of Rhodes's birth,
which falls this year. Rhodes was a man
who had no doubt about what the des-
tiny of the English should be. “I con-
tend,” he said. ‘“‘that we, the English,
are the first race in the world, and that
the more of the world we inhabit the
better it is for the human race, I con-
tend that every acre added to our terri-
tory means the birth of more of the
English race who otherwise would not
be brought into existence. . . The wish
came to me to render myself useful to
my country, What part shall 1 play?
The furtherance of the British Empire,
for the bringing of the whole civilised
world under British rule, for the recov-
ery of the United States, for the making
of the Anglo-Saxon race but one empire.
What a dream! But yet it is probable:
it is possible.” Cecil Rhodes: A Port-
rait, will be repeated from 2YA at 8.28
p.m. on September 2§,
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