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with anecdote, uncanny stories and
travellers’ tales, reminding us again
that the Victorian was eminently an
age of adventure. David Hall
RECENT THRILLERS
FORTUNE IS A WOMAN, by Winston
Graham; Hodder and Stougl.ton. English
price, 10/6. THE DUBLIN NIGHTMARE,
by
Philip Loraine; Hodder and Stoughton.-_ rice, 7/3. FOUR ROUND-UTS TO HEAVEN, by John Bingham;Veter Gollancz. English price, 9/6. AM-BUSH FOR THE HUNTER. by F. L.
Green; Michael Joseph. English price, 12/6.THE THREE INNS, by Ralph Inchbald;Hodder and Stoughton, English price 10/6.
OUR of these five thrillers are out-
standing, and the fifth is good on a
lower grade. In Fortune is a Woman,

| Winston Graham, a newish writer whose
| Night Without Stars has been filmed,
| shows that a thriller can be plausibly
| constructed round acceptable cliarac-
ters, and well written throughout. He is
an exceptionally good story-teller. A
young Englishman, unemployed and at
odds with life, helps u strange woman
on the road, finds his feet in the war,
takes up insurance adjustment in Lon-
don, meets the woman again in the
course of business, and falls in love.
Arson in her country house. with her
semi-invalid husband dead ‘n the ruins,
puts him in the double position of sus-
pecting her and being suspected him-
self. The action is exciting and the
dénouement tense. There are interest-
ing glimpses into a line of business I
have not met in fiction before.
In The Dublin Nightmare one is
taken into a much more violent world,
one of Communist plotting and counter-
plotting, of murder and perilous pur-
suit. This, too, is a well-written story,
and in contrast to books of the same
kind laid in England ihe Irish charac-
ters and idiom have an exotic attrac-tion.
John Bingham, who made his name
with My Name is Michael Sibley, has
written a crime thriller in which there
is no detection. In Four Roundaboutsto Heaven, the whole advance and re-
treat process by which the main char-
acter, a man of ordinary humane im-
pulses, comes to plan the murder of
his wife, is laid bare to the reader,
partly through the eyes of a close fiiendLL

who is in love with the woman the other
covets. This is an ingenious study of aman who could kill but not hurt; at one
point the plot turns on his avoidance
of a cat on the road. Psychologically, it
is an impressive tale, but the view of
the corrupting power of evi' is rather
horrifying.
F. L. Green died recent!y, so Am-
bush for the Hunter may be his last
book. It takes its title from the planting
of a Communist woman spy in England
in the guise of a much-publicised vic-tim of Communism, with designs on the
secrets of a young English research
chemist. She is helped by an Englishcivil servant who, lowever, has the
grace to withdraw on the edge of the
abyss. The means by which she is de-
tected and thwarted, and the psycholo-
gical elements involved in the struggle,
are set forth in a highly exciting tale,
the enjoyment of which is enhanced by
the variety and vividness of the charac-
ters. To many, the most interesting
feature will be the exposition of the
motives that draw a certain type of in-
tellectual to Communism.
Ralph Inchbald’s second Coionel
Paternoster novel presents such well-
known types as the tweedy, pipe-
smoking, cool-headed Englishman, the
eccentric of both sexes, and the villain-
ous foreigner. There is hectic and dirty
work among present-day smugglers on
the Cornish coast-caves and secret
passages contraband. power-boats. and
beauty in distress. A.M.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
A DUTCHMAN AT LARGE, by JohanFabricius; Heinemann, Australian
price 21/-.\The memoirs ot a Dutch
novelist whose work has long been popu-
lar with English readers.

MY LIFE’S HISTORY, by Grandma
Moses; Andre Deutsch, N.Z. price
21/-. The autobiography of the remark-
able woman who began to paint at 78,
and whose work has brought her wealth
and fame. There are 16 full colour re-
productions.
7ANGRA PAINTING, with an intro-
duction and notes by W. G, Archer,
and Japanese Colour Prints, from Haru-
nobu to Utamaro, with introduction and
notes by Wilfred Blunt (Faber and
Faber, 12/6 each), are two valuable
additions to the Faber Gallery of Orien-
tal Art. 4
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Vitamin 84DCL YEAST TABLETS
These rabiets consist wnolly 0t specialyeast cultures which nave developed dur-ing cell growth a potent natural, stand-ardised content 0f the B groupot vitamins
D.C.L: VITAMIN B, YEAST TABLETS
Supply anv deficiency there may be Inthe dailv diet thereby providing a potenttonic and nutrient Recommended when 0lecline In metabolism S manifested bvlassitude depression loss ot mentalgour etc also as 0 preventive againstIll-heaith Each rablet has @ Vitamin B
potencyot 100 InfernationalUnits(approx_9and IS rich In proreins and other nutrientsDrice 4 6 per bottle 0f 100 tablets
Obtainable from all Chemists

Man n Scotland bv the Distillers Co Lta
Sole N2 Aoents: Potter & Birks (N2.)
Ltd; P0 Box 1009 AUCKLAND C|

WAKE UP YOUR
LIVER BILE

WithoutCalomel And You'IlJumpoutofBed intheMorningFullofVim.The liver should pour out two pounds of
liquidbile intoyour bowelsdaily. If thisbileisnotBowingfreely,your fooddoesn" t digest.It justdecays in the bowels. Wind bloats upyour stomach. You get constipated. Yourwhole system is poisoned and you feel sour,tired and weary and tlie world looks blue.
Laxativesareonlymakeshifts. Amerebowel
movement doesn:[ gct at the cause: It takesthosegoodold CarterS LittleLiverPillstogetthose two pounds of bileHowing freelyandmake you feel upand upe Harmless.gentle,yetamazing in making bile How freely_
Ask for CARTER'S Little Liver Pills byname Stubbornly refuseanythingelse.
Distributors: Fassett Johnson Ltd,, Levy
Buildings, Manners Street, Wellington; C.3-

COMING ROUND THE BEND,
With Denis GloverHAVE always admired the independ-

ence and complete elf-possession of
eldérly women who are widews, whose
children will have either died or dis-
persed, who have known love, anger and
sorrow, and who have emerged trium-
phantly with a true appreciation of a
cup of tea, and the necessity of wear-
ing black.
« WOMAN will never be satisfied
when she tries to fashion man after
her own image.

MANY things which used to’ be simple
good manners are now Law, How
difficult it is to enforce either.
A SMALL boy gravely informed methat the North Island and the South
Island are two pieces of land separated
by the Union Company
OO many people only live together
in order to shaie one another’s
miseries. $

ANY an argument can be ended by
saying, "You don’t need mountain-
eering boots on the flat."
H, Johnny Gay, they say today,It may be a great pityBut the world has provedIt’s better to be wise than witty
And never to have loved.
-Clearly it’s your duty .
To spend no time on rhyme
Or love or beauty.

\ ’'HEN a man from the bush saidthat after West Coast weather ‘the
sun was splitting the winter trees," I
thought of many poets who are too pre-
occupied to cut their wives’ kindling.
JHY do we still refer, in thie so-
called machine age, to "manu"-fac-
turérs?

(QUR men are always Secret Agents.The enemy can only run to spies.
Communists mount a podium: demo-
crats deliver from a dais.


