
footlights, Somebody Loves Me vergedI thought,.on the depressing. I could feel
infatuation in the. air, but could not
avoid the suspicion that Nobody really
loved Anybody.

Bookshelf
PICTURE, by Lillian Ross; Victor Gollancz,
Ltd., London. English price, 16/-.
HERE have been many books on the
technical problems and processes of |
film production, and from time to time
producers,: directors, or players have
published their own personal narratives
about, the making of this film-or that, but
Miss."Ross is-so far as I know--the first
outsider to attempt an exhaustive _script-to-screen study of one production and the people
concerned in ‘it,
I cannot quite agree with the publisher
when. he claims that "‘this is factual reportage
of real brilliance by a mistress of that difficult
craft." ‘Picture is certainly brilliant-no film
enthusigst should pass it by and no one inter-
ested in Life in» Hollywood could fail to findit absorbing-but there is more to it than
factual reporting as the term is still under-
stood in the more ative enclaves of
British journalism. Miss Ross tells the story.
of The Red Badge of

Cournas---SieptepCrane’s Civil War classic directed for M.G.M.
by John Huston, ther ly remade by
the studio to give it box e appeal-andit i¢ obvious that her sympathies have beencommitted, from the. outset. Since she gaveher time

completes
this one assignment,

attending erences in New "York, talkingwith studio peopleof all kinds in Hollywood,
going on location

ae x he

unit, even attend-
ing sneak previews, i perhaps impossible
for her not to get emotionally involved. You
can find opinion sandwiched in between the
lines on any one of the 240 pages. But shedoesn’t openly ‘express an opinion anywhere.It is good writing, sensitive writing by a
woman of liberal and enlightened mind, but it
is not. factual or objective reporting. On the
whole, however, it is convincing. One may
not altogether agree with the book’s implicitconclusion--that Huston’s work was ruined in
an unsuccessful attempt to catch the teenagers
at the box-office-but the character studies
are strong and consistent and the general
picture of Hollywood and its neuroses is de-
vastating. In that atmosphere of sycophancy,
suspicion, and perennial hypertension it is not
surprising that few good films are made. It is
amazing that films are made at all.

Brickbat
I HAVE been hauled over the coals by anAuckland correspondent for describing the
plot Bwana Devil as footling and fatuous."Sticker" "writes: "It is ible the ideaoriginated from the .book The Maneéaters of
Tsavo . . . where (on page 20) the authorwrites:. ‘Two lions, in December, 1898, suc-
ceeded in bringing the railway works to a
complete standstill for three weeks.’"’ This. is
a britkbat right on* the bull’s eye. What Ishould have said was that the film treatmentwas footling, etc. Those who saw the: film.
would probably concede that.

|

CONQUEST of
EVEREST
by SIR J. HUNT
Theofficial accountof the Expedi-tion will be published early in 1954
Sir E P. Hillary' $ achievement has
made this the most important moun-
taineering book ever to be published,and nowhere will it be more soughtfor than in New Zealand. (Price not
yetavailable)
RESERVE A COPY NOw

from
DAVID STRANG

BOOKSELLER
Lister Bldg-, 15 Victoria St. East,
Auckland, C.15
copies,CONQUESTOFEVEREST

Mr. Mrs. Miss:

NEW AND EXCITING ?

lovelymodern
furniture
you can assemble yourself and

SAVE POUNDS{
Simpleenoughfor
3 child to make4
You need a ham
Mer and screw-
driverBthat'$alll

Model C.|
Charm Utilicystool: Idealfor
any roomoras
adressingtable
seat: Modern
clean-cut lines
E2-15-0 Above ModelC2_

CharmLivingRoomCheir
E3-15-0

Charm Arm
Chair,ModelC.3 Literallysaveyourselfpoundson thisfashion-
Funccionally de- right; comfortable furniture. So easy to
signed,icisboth assemble and you can finish tomatch yourpersonalcolourschemecomfortable and with varnish, clear lacquer or enamel: Charm ready-to-assemblebeautiful: Ideal
for lounge or furniture comes neatly packaged with all you need pinewood
sunroom: membersalreadydrilled,strongwebbing(choiceof3colours),ample04-7-6 glue;screws; tacks andsandpaper. In a few leisurehours you can

experience the joyof creating fashion piecesof which you will be
proud and turnyoursparetime into cashmoney-saving: Sendforthecataloguetoday_~it costs younothing,involves no obligation !

Ghoioe
Handy Portable Charm READY-To-ASSEMBLECoffee Table, Model C4:
Generousarea for cups or FURNITUR Eglasses. Modern and at-
tractive. E2-17-6

SEND FOR A FREE CATALOGUE Now!
ToCharmProductionsDivision,PremierProductsLimited,HuddartParkerBuilding,Wellington.
Please send me your illustrated, fully imformativecatalogueand price listofCharm ready-to-assemble furniture.

NameModelC.5. CharmEm
Table and Bookcase
Ampleroomfor books, Address
records,magazines,etc
Modern; functional
design. {5.5-0


