footlights, Somebody Loves Me verged ! . ;

1 thought, on the depressing. I could feej! N w ’ i 4
infatuation in the air, but could not E )
avoid the suspicicn that Nobody really

loved Anybody.

Bookshelf

PICTURE, by Lillian Ross: Victor Gollance, _
Ltd., London. English price, 16, -,

’I‘HERE have been many books on the
technical problems and processes of

film production, and from time to time
producers, directors, or players have
published their own personal narratives

about the making of this film or that, but
Miss Ross is—so far as I know-—the first
outsider to attemwpt an exhaustive script-to-
screen study of one production and the people
comeerned in il

I cannot quite agree with the publisher
when he claims that ‘‘this is factual reportage
of real brilliance by a n}isltres; (:‘f that difﬁg;xlt
craft.”  Picture is certainly brilliant—no film
enthusigst should pass it by and no one inter- you can
ested i Life in- Hollywood could fail to find
it gbsorbing—but there is more to it than
factual reporting as the term is still under-
stood in the more conservative enclaves of
British journalism. Miss Ross tells the story
of The Red Badge of Courage—Stephen
Crane's Civil War classic directed for M.G.M.
by ',Ich&') Huston, zhenbpart‘jﬁaily remalde b(s; .
the studic to give it box-office appeal—an;
it i¢ obvious that her sympathies have been Simple encugh for
committed from the outset. Since she gave a child to maks!

her time completely to this one assignment, You need a ham-
sttending confecences in MNew 'f'!“‘i‘;'ll“lk";g mer and screw-
with studic people of all kinds in Hollywood. driver —that's all]

going on location with the wunit, even attend-
ing sneak previews, it was pkrhaps impossible
for her not to get emotionally invoived. You
can find opinion sandwiched in between the
lines on sny one of the 240 pages. But she
doesn’t openly “express an opinion anywhere.
It is good writing, sensitive writing by a
woman of liberal and enlightened mind, but it
is not. factual or objective reporting, On the
whole, however, it is convincing. One may
not altogether agree with the book’s implicit
conclusion—-that Huston’s work was ruined in
an unsuccessful attempt to catch the teenagers
at the box-office—but the character studies
are strong and consistent and the general
picture of Hollywood and its neuroses is de-
vastating, In that atmosphere of svcophancy.
suspicion, and perennial hypertension it is not
surprising that few good films are made. It is
amazing that films are made at all.

Brickbat

l HAVE been hauled over the coais by an
Aurkland correspondent for describing the

Model C.1}
Gharm Utility
stool. ldealfor

any room or as
g .\ adressing table

seat. Modern
i) clean-cut lines.

Above: Modd C.2.
harm Living Room Chair,
£3-15-0

plot of Bwana Devil as footling and fatuous. Charm Armp . ’

msi:{.i; Rer'” writes: "It is pouible the idea Chair, Modei C.3. Iflterally save yourself pounds on this fashién-

Towo e here ¢ °b°°n “page 20) ’??gga“th“ 5;::'?;0?:!3? b:tef; rxght,blcomfo:'itable furniture. So easy to

ites:. “Two lions, in December, 1898, suc- , . assemble-—and you can finish to match your personal col h
ceeded in bringing the railway works to a comfortable and : : . Y personal colour scheme
complete standstitl for three weeks."” This is beautiful. Ideal with varnish, clear lacquer or enamel. Charm ready-to-assemble
a brickbat right on the bull's eye. What T| ° f:: Ut;;,;;“. 'e:, furniture comes neatly packaged with all you need i pinewood
_ 2 re :d . . . pinewoo

should have said was that the flm treatment
was footling, etc, Those who saw the film sunroom.
would probably concede that. ) . £4-T-6

CONQUEST of
EVEREST

by SIR J. HUNT

The official account of the Expedi-
tion will be published early in 1954,
Sir E. P. Hillary's achievement has

members already drilled, strong webbing (choice of 3 colours), ample
glue, screws, tacks and sandpaper.. In a few leisure hours you can
experience the joy of creating fashion pieces of which you will be
proud-—and turn your spare time into cash money-saving. Send for
the catalogue today—it costs you nothing, involves no obligation!

Hand ortable Charm - -

made this the most important moun- C°ﬁ°z T:bh' Model C4. READY-TO ASSEMBLE
taineering book ever to be published, Generous area for cups or F U R N ' T U R E
and nowhere will it be more sought glasses.  Modern and at-
for than in New Zealand. (Price not traceive. £2-17-6

yet available.)

RESERVE A COPY NOW

SEND FOR A FREE CATALOGUE NOW!!

i
from To Charm Productions Division, Premier Products Limite {
) . ) St TN
DAVID STRANG Huddart Parker Building, t!'ell{ngton. ’ i
BOOKSELLER ' ‘
List . -LER Please send me your illustrated, fully imformative catalo d pri
ister BM: ;'u:lidso n\;:cfco.r;? St. East, Charm ready-to-assemble furniture. Y : gue and price fist of :
copies, CONQUEST OF EVEREST v Name !
_ . Model C.5. Charm En. ¢
Mr. Mrs. Miss. Table and Bookcase. : H
S Ample room fer books, Address. : 5 ]
records, magazines, etc. ) 1
Modsrn, functional ) L
design. . g5.5.9 '
# —— —— ]

‘we
[
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