SHEPHERD'S CALEADAR

PDown With the Lark?

HEN I had to ask a vet-
erinary surgeon three or
four weeks ago to deliver
Elsie's fourth calf I felt embar-
rassed by the fact that I had not
joined the local veterinary club.
But it was not parsimony that kept me
out. It was shyness. It does not strain
my sense of the ridiculous to call myself

) a shepherd, since I own
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and keep them under
daily observation. But I hesitate to call
myself a sheep-farmer. I can't, with one
cow, a heifer, and an eighteen-months-
old steer, call myself a dairy or cattle
farmer. Throwing in two dogs and two
pups, seventeen fowls, and a cat, still
leaves me so near the ridicule line that
I must either stay out of the ciub or be
conscious of the general sniggering if I
join. But 1 did not know until today that
if I had joined I would have been a
member of one of the oldest clubs in the
world.

Our own club, 1 thmk is about fifteen
months old. But there was a veterinary
club in Ceylon, nation-wide in its opera-
tions, more than fifteen centuries ago,
with public hospitals for animals. There
were veterinary surgeons with Constan-
tine's army in 322, and Romans writing

by “SUNDBOWNER™

about animal diseases at least 300 years
earlier, The Egyptians pgobably pra:-
tised veterinary surgery centuries before
Rome began, and it was certainly taught
and practised in Greece five centuries
before Christ. I am not sure that [ would
have trusted one of those practitioners
with the delivery of Elsie's calf, but if
I bad known that a cheque for twao
guineas would have given me a kind of
fellowship with Hippocrates and Varro,
I might not have been so squeamish
about filling it in. Now the stream of
history has swept p':st me.
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DON’ T feet any older or any younger,
any bigger or any smaller, any wiser
or any more foolish because this s my
seventieth birthday. I feel grateful that
I have reacted 70 in reasonably good
hesalth, that my eyes and ears still work.
that it gives me no trouble yet to touch
my toes, lace my boots, digest a good

meal, and sleep an un-
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I try at the same time

not to deceive myself. Seventy is three
score and a half, and only the lucky get
the other half. It is a shortening tether,

a rapid]y narrowing circie, contempor-
aries going, forebears gone It is the last
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Proved by nine hour tests to heat quicker than open-top hecters,

Starkie Dairy “Chieft’” is your best dairy investment. Made
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AT

SKYLARK APYROACHING NEST

span on Mirza’s bridge, eyes averted as
companions drop through, ears trying not
to hear the splash. It can happen that
the heart preserves its rhythm to the last
plank, the spirit its serenity; but it does
not happen often. When a man is in-

AN
different to death he has
probably been unrespon-
sive to life — a sleen-
walker who never woke
up.
In any case here T am

and here I can't stay;
and not many of us
enjoy that knowledge.

We may not be afraid,
but we are not often ex-
hitarated. Less often are
we amused. We may
smile when death comes,
in the few cases in which
we see it coming, but I

don't think we ever
laugh.

I certainly am not
laughing today. 1 accept
my age, and face the
implications (I think)
without anxiety or fear.
But I don’t welcome

them or rejoice in them.
1 can’t be as indifferent
as Shaw pretended to be
at my age, and perhaps
was, since he had another
quarter of a century to
go, and had almost
bluffed himself into be-

————— lieving then that age was
ignorance and stupidity. But I am not
as depressed as Wells was, who knew at
70 that disease had overtaken him, and
that his remaining years would be
measured in units of insulin. AH T sat
down to say however was this—that [
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How marvellous fo be

FREE FROM COLDS

THIS WINTER

Try VAXOS —VAXOS No. |
to ward off germ-borne colds
and other catarrhal com-
plaints of bacterial origin
this winter,

Vaxos No. | is not a patent
medicine—it is a pre-dissolved
oral vaccine prepared in bac-
teriotogical laboratories in
Australia and used extensively
in the Commonwealth and New
Zealand. When your system
absoibs vaccines, they stimulate the

production of anti-bodies which attack the
disease germs, often producing immunity,

Vaxos is safe even for young children and
Ask your chemist

elderly people to take.
for Vaxos — Vaxos No. |,
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