. BAROMETER
FAIR TO FINE: "Manon.”
FAIR TO FINE: “Pars, 1900”7

DULL:

“Bwana Devil"

of course, French in Havour, but for the
ordinary filmgoer it has the advantage
of a brisk English commentary by
Monty Woolley (in his best Sheridan
Whiteside after-dinner manner). On the
whole 1 enjoved Woolley very much---
1 am prejudiced in favour of his voice —
though once or twice I thought his wit
a little  condescending  {or does  wit
always condescend?), aud once at Jeast
his joking was in bad taste. It was per-
haps an occupational inclination to be
dissatisfied with anything I'm offered
that led me to wonder if Sir Compton
Mackenzie might not have made a much
better commentator and interpreter. If
a British studio were {o make an Ed-
wardian scrapbook he would be hard to
pass over.

Paris, 1900, remarkably
good. The quality of the photegraphy is
perhaps the most astenishing thing about
it—though it is also astonishing to
notice how the newsreel setiled
into its accustomed form. Here are the
mighty in their public appearances, here
is the new Métro underground being in-
augurated. What hats the women wore—
and what skirts! French cameramen, for-

however, is

early

tunately, had liberal ideas about who
were the mighty. You will see Kaiser
Wilhelm and Blériot, but you will also
see Tolstoy in his white smock. Rodin,
the divine Sarah, Gide and Valery,
Colette and M. Willy, a young vaude-
ville entertainer called Chevalier, an old
painter called Monet at work by his
Bassin aux Nymphées, and scores of
others. One's own taste will determine
what one likes best, but it is all absorb-
ing to watch, I remember with delight
the shot of Renoir, crippled with arth-
ritis. jabbing briskly at a canvas, then
drawing back. screwing his face up, and
looking at the result out of one glittering
eye.

BWANA DEVIL

{Arch Oboler-United Artists)

JO far as I know, this was the first;

full-length 3-D film made. It is also
in colour and was photographed (so the
credits tell us) in such primitive locali-
ties as the Belgian Congo, Kenya,
Uganda and California. Among the in-
cunabula of the 3-D screen, therefore, it
has certainly some historic place. But
1 doubt if it can honestly make any
other claim upon one's attention. The
stereoscopic effect is fitful, the photo-
graphy lacks sharpness and the story
(man-eating lions v. jungle railroad engi-
neers) ranks, for footling fatuity, with
the poorest I have seen in a generation
of film-going.

"Twelfth Night”
NZBS

AID to have been performed at Court
for England’s first Queen Elizabeth,

Shakespeare's Twelfth Night will have
its next performance in New Zealand on
the eve of a new Elizabethan reign. An
NZBS production of the play will be
broadcast from 3YC on Tuesday. May
26, at 8.0 p.m,, from 1YC on Wednes-
day, May 27, at 7.30 pm, and later
from other National stations.:

Though not notable for the probabil-
ity of its plot, Twelfth Night has even
been considered one of the most delight-
ful of Shakespeare’s comedies. True, the
play has not always impressed its
audiences, Pepys, for instance, recorded

by

in his diary: “After dinner to the Duke’s

house, and there saw Twelfth Night
acted well, though it be but a silly play,
and not related at all to the name or
day.” But Hazlitt says: “It is full of
sweetness and plessantry. . . It has little
satire and no spleen. . . It makes me
laugh at the follies of mankind, not de-
spise them, and stilf less bear any ill-
will towards them. Shakespeare’s comic
genius resembles the bee rather in its
power of extracting sweets from weeds
and poisons, than in.leaving the sting
behind it.”’

There are few cuts in the NZBS ver-
ston of Twelfth Nighi{, which was
adapted for radio by John Carson-
Parker. The broadcast will take slightly
less than two hours. The part of Orsino
is taken by William Austin, Sebastian
by Gavin Yates, Viola by Virginia Stott,
Olivia by Shirley Walker, Maria by Ria
Sohier, Malvolio by Peter Varley, Sir
Toby Belch by Selwyn Toogood, and
Feste, the clown, by Harry Painter.

Twelfth Night is full of echoes from
others of -Shakespeare’s plays. Sir Toby,

N.Z. LISTENER, Mav 22, 1953,

for instance,
Falstaff, and the twin-misteken-identity
theme is similar to that in The Comedy
of Errors, but the comedy does not
suffer on that account.

is no very distant kin of

To Live In Peace

A PLAY by Giovacchino Forzano (who

once wrote two plays in collabora-
tion with Benito Mussolini) is to be
broadcast this week from 2YC. Entitled
To Live in Peace (no connection with
the film of that name), it is the story
of Don Geronimo Bonaparte, an obscure
Italian priest who is the uncle of
Napoleon. After his nephew’s rise to
power Don Geronimo is offered a car-
dinal’s cap, but refuses when he sees
the jealousy and strife his acceptance
would cause. Most of his flock wish to
join his retinue and further their own
rather material interests,

The play was translated and adapted
for radio by Victor Rietti, and produced
at the Wellington Production Studios of
the NZBS. The priest is played by Wil-
liam Austin, his housekeeper Agnese by
Olive Lucius, his god-child Mattea by
Miss Paddy Turner, and the French gen-
eral Miollis by Joachim Kahn. The
broadcast will be from 2YC at 7.30 p.m.
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How marvellous to 'b'e

FREE FROM COLDS
THIS WINTER

Try VAXOS —~VAXOS No. |
to ward off germ-borne colds
and other catarrhal com-
plaints of bacterial origin
this winter,

Vaxos No. | is not a patent
medicine—it is a pre-dissolved
oral vaccine prepared in bac-
teriological laboratories in
Australia and used extensively
in the Commonwealth and New
Zealand.- When your system
absorbs vaccines, they stimulate the
production of anti-bodies which attack the
disease germs, often producing immunity.

Vaxos is safe even for young children and
elderly people to take. Ask your chemist
*for Yaxos — Vaxos No., |.

QRA L '. VAGC l NE H. C. SLEIGH LIMITED,

582 LITTLE COLLINS ST,
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.

on Saturday, May 23.

NOW! Be your own BUILDER |

“LIGHTNING”
NEE
BLOCK MOULD

CONCRETE

Remember! One
man in One Day
with One Light-
ning Block
Mould can make 100 or more
Blocks to build that House, Garage,
Shed, Barn, Outhouse or Retaining
Wall (or Church, es was done by
the congregation of St. James,
Waimanggroa — see illustration).
THERE IS NOW NO SHORTAGE

OF CEMENT AND NO CONTROL
STANDARD MOULD 18”7 x 8" x 6,
PRICE: £13/10/-. Both complete with PRICE: £14/15/-, Raulcge paid necresl

arnemental plotes. Railway Station.

Available from Stock and Station Agents and Hardware Merchants-—or send

coupon for full particulors.

SPECIAL MOULD 18" x 8" x
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MESSRS. H. E. NAPIER LIMITED,
P.0. Box 1555,-Wallington,

Please send me, free of bblugchon, your dnscripﬁvc pamphlot on I.IGHTNING
CONCRETE BLOCK MOULDS.
NAME
ADDRESS.




