
Choral
Concert
| LISTENERS to 1YAat 8.0 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 14, will
hear the first half of the
Royal Auckland Choir’s
opening concert of the
1953 season, relayed
from the Town Hall.
The choir will be con-
ducted by John Long-
mire (top right), with
Alan Pow (top left) at
the piano, James Hop-
kinson, flute, and Ray-
mond R. Wilson, organ.
Perhaps the most out-
standing events of the
evening will be the ap-
pearance of the talented
young Auckland soprano
Mina Foley (left), who
will sing Bishop’s
"Should He Upbraid,"
and an ariette from
"Mirella," by Gounod;
and the performance of
a work by the conductor
himself. The latter will
be the choral hymn
"Teach Us, O God,"
with flute obbligato and
tenor descant.

British Music Critic to Tour N.Z.
NEw ZEALAND musicians and
music-lovers will, later this year,
receive the stimulus of a brief lecture
tour by one of Britain’s abler music
critics. He is Arthur Jacobs, lately act-
ing-Editor of the Musical Times, and
guest criti¢ for The Scotsman at last
year’s Edinburgh Festival.
Mr. Jacobs's tour is expected to begin
about August 31. He has been engaged
to record 18 programmes for the NZBS,
and will lecture at the University Col-
leges of Auckland, Canterbury and
Otago. Twelve of his broadcasts will be
self-contained programmes of music and
commentafy, and six will be straight
talks. Of the latter, four will be about
British music today, one will be on the
function of criticism in amateur music,
and one a critical review of music inNew Zealand.

Mr. Jacobs is at once a forceful and
amusing speaker. He prefaced a talk
on the Edinburgh Festival in the BBC’s
Home Service with the comment that,
"We’ve just had a fascinating glimpse
into the Dark Continent of Music-I
mean America." What phrase he will
coin for the musical condition of these
islands. remains to be seen. He will
be writing a number of articles for The
Listener based on his observations in the
four main centres, and will probably
conclude with a summary of impressions
gained during the tour as a whole.
Born at Manchester in 1922, Arthur
Jacobs was educated at Manchester
Grammar School and Merton College,Oxford. He served in the Royal Artil-
lery during the war, and has, since 1947,written on music for London’s Daily
Express. He gives his spare-time occupa-tions as playing, Choral singing, arrang-
ing and listening.
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