*Guest Conductor from the Argentine

GUEST conductor from the Argentine—Juan Jose Castro, who

last year won the Verdi Prize awarded by Milan's La Scala

Opera Housom—is to appear with the NZBS National Orchestra

towards the end of the 1952 Concert Season. He will conduct first

at Wellington on October 21, and afterwards tour the Notth Island
~with the Orchestra.

soloists from abroad—in ad-

dition to several leading
New Zealand artists—will appear
with  the National Orchestrg
during 1952 concert tours of this
country.

Outlining plans already made for the
new season. J. L. Hartstonge, Concert
Manager of the NZBS, said in Welling-
ton this week that public interest would
naturally centre on the visiting artists,
and particularly on Juan Jese Castro,
the South American composer-conductor
who would appear with the Orchestra
later in the year. Senor Castro, said Mr,
Hartstonge, would make his first ap-
pearance here at the seventh Wellington
subscription concert on Tuesday, Oc-
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Argentine melodies. He has numerous
other compositions to his credit, and
New Zealand audiences may expect
rom him an impressive climax to the
1952 concert season.

Following the Orchestra’s present tour
of the South Island, during which con-
certs will be presented next week at
Greymouth (March 31), Westport (Ap-
ril 1), and Nelson (April 3), the first
of Wellington's 1952 subscription con-
certs will be given on Saturday, April
19.

" The soloist on this occasion will be
Jiri Tancibudek, Professor of Oboe at
the Sydney Conservatorium, and the
first visiting artist of the season. Mr,
Tancibudek has given numerous per-
formances in AuS$tralia, among them
selections of early chamber music of

they will have the opportunity of wel-
roming this young artist on the occasion
of his first South Island concert. The
first of Mr. Farrell's engagements with
the National Orchestra, however, will
be in Wellington, where, on Mounday,
May 5, he will play the Rachmaninoff
Concerto No. 3 in D Minor, Opus 30.
This will be the second Wellington sub-
scription concert. On Tuesday, May 13,
Mr. Farrell will appear with the Orches-
tra in Christchurch at a subscription
concert there, this time to present
Brahms’s Concerto No. 2 in B Flat,
Opus 83. He will appear in Dunedin
on Tuesday, May 20, going North from
there for the third and fourth Auckland
subscription concerts on June 5 and
7, when he will again be heard in the
Rachmaninoff and Brahms Cancertos.
His tour will probably conclude with a
solo appearance in Christchurch on June
10. It is also possible that during his
tour Mr. Farrell will visit some of the
provincial centres.

The first of the twg vbcal soloists
to tour with the National Orchestra this
; year is the Australian
and New York Metropoli-
tan Opera baritone John
Brownlee. He is ex-
pected to arrive in this
country, following a tour
of Australia, during . the
first  week in  July.
Brownlee follows in a
line of great Australian
singers, and was himself
a protégé of Dame Nellie
Melba. He began his
career in London, but
since 1939, when he
toured his bomeland last,
he has been at the New
York “Met,” collecting
eulogistic comments from
the American critics® Mr.
Brownlee will appear in
a number of provincial
centres, as well as in
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-tober 21. With the Orchestra he would
then tour the North Island, concluding
with two concerts in Auckland, the
‘seventh and eighth of the subscription
series there. ’

Senor Castro has been for a number
of years one of South America’s better-
known musicians, and" has conducted
teveral of the finest orchestras there. In
1950 he conducted the BBC Scottish
Orchestra in a performance of his own,
Sinfonia Argentina, and towards the end
of last year he was conducting the BBC
Sympheny  Orchestra  in  London.
Equally ‘well known as a composer, he
was awarded the 1951 Verdi Prize by
Milan’s La Scala Opera House, and this
month he is to conduct in Milan the

_ world  premiere of his three-act opera
Prosperina and the Stranger. Following
this engagement, Senor Castro will
travel to Australia, where he is to tour
under_ . the ' auspices of the ABC, and
from " there he will come on to New

.- Zealand iy “October.

' 'His reputation as a . composer pro-

- perly began when he introduced his own

- works to the Teatro Colon in Buenos
Aires. These works, of which Mekhano,
a ballet, and the Sinfonia Argentina are
the most notable, are composed in a
broad native idiom, drawing often on

which he is a student. Since he left
the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, Tan-
cibudek’s reputation as a leading oboist
has increased greatly, and when he came
te Australia at the suggestion of Sir
John Barbirolli he was given a position
as first Professor of Oboe at the Sydney
Conservatorium.

Also at the Sydney Conservatorium
is' the violinist Adam Kriegel, who will
tour New Zealand with Tancibudek for
the New Zealand Federation of Cham-
ber Music Societies. Under the Federa-
tion’s sponsorship they will present
chamber music concerts in Auckland
(Thursday, April 17), Napier, Hastings,
Palmerston North, Wanganui, Welling-
ton, Christchurch, Invercargill, Dunedin,
Blenheim, Nelson, Gisborne, Tauranga
and Hamilton. Mr. Kriegel will be heard
with the National Orchestra in Christ-
church on Thursday, May 15.

Return of Richard Farrell

One of the outstanding New Zealand-
ers in music today, the pianist Richard
Farrell, will return to this country early
in May for a brief tour of the main
centres. Christchurch audiences may well
recall the success of Farrell’s final con-
cert appearance in their city in 1951,
and according’ to present arrangements

The Private Life of
Katherine Mansfield

.JAS the reading public the right to

know the intimate ‘details of the
personal life and thoughts of the
writers whose books they read? For

years there has been, to say the least,
spirited discussion on this question as
it relates to XKatherine Mansfield—dis-
cussion which flared up agsin when her
love letters to John Middleton Murry
were published not long ago. In a talk
which he wrote for the NZBS, William
Hart-Smith says he thinks these letters
should have been published just as they
were written. Her life “belongs te all of
us. Her life as a person, more than_her
life as a writer, is terribly important to
us, and we must learn all we can about
it.” Mr. Hart-Smith himself attempts to
answer sgme of the questions her life
poses. Read by William Austin, and
illustrated with extracts from the letters
read by Molly Donald, this programme
will be heard from 2YC at 8.0 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 25, and from 3YC at
9.30 p.m. on Saturday, March 29. An-
other new programme about Katherine
Mansfield will be heard from 3YC at

JUAN JOSE CASTRO, Argentine
composer~conductor

in the four main centres, for public plat-
form solo recitals. He will sing with
‘he National Orchestra during the fourth
Wellington subscription concert on Sat-
urday, July 19, and in the sixth Auck-
land subscription concert on Thursday,
July 31.

The English bass Norman Walker,
already well known here as a recording
artist, is expected to arrive during the
first week in September, and will remain
here for four or five weeks. During that
time he will give solo platform recitals
in each of the four main centres and
two or three performances with the
National Orchestra. The first of these
latter engagements is scheduled for the
Wellington subscription concert' of Sat-
urday, September 20, and the second
will be in Christchurch on Thursday,
October 9. It is also likely that Mr.
Walker will give broadcast performances
sutside those already arranged with the
Orchestra, Mr, Walker is particularly
well known for his work in oratorio, but
he will also be remembered in Christ-
church as the husband of the mezzo-so-
prano and pianist Merle Mitler, for-
meriy official accompanist at 3YA.

KATHERINE - MANSFIELD

7.34 p.m. on Wednesday, March 26,
when Helen Shaw reviews Sylvia Berk.
man’s new critical study. '
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