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Each and every "Rolex Oyster
Perpetual Chronometer' carriesits own individual certificate of
Accuracy from the Swiss Govern-
ment Testing Stations, Bureaux1/officials This official pedigree
refers to the very Chronometer
you buy, SO you can rely on it to
keep accurate time always:

As the name implies, the "RolexOyster"is hermetically-sealed like an oyster
against water, moisture, perspiration,
powder, dust and dirt! Rolex Oysters'
have swum the English Channel, flown
Mt Everest, sweltered in deserts,endured
Arctic cold without a trace of ill-effect:

The "Oyster Perpetual" never
needs winding! The secret of its
perpetual motion is the "RolexAuto-Rotor, an ingeniousmechan-
ism which revolves both clockwise
andanti-clockwise saving you
the worry of daily winding Pro-
vided you wear your "Oyster Per-
petual" for 6 hours eachday, itwill function without Winding, for
ever:

The "Oyster Perpetual" is cased in
stainless steel, a handsome stream-
lined dial with modernwedge numer-
als, a special patented Rolex crystal 67

which is practically unbreakable The 0
06

"Oyster Perpetual" is the perfectanswer to an executive presentation
for any occasion which demands 0
gift of the highest quality- ROLEXLook for the Rolex "RedSeal"attached
to every Rolex Chronometer.

The "Oyster Perpetual" and other ROLEX "Oyster" from E28/5/- to
Rolex and Tudor Watches for men and 833/2/6
women are obtainable trom leading ROLEX "Oyster" Perpetual, E57/2/6
jewellers throughout New Zealand: and E59/2/6.
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The Attraction of France
SERIES of talks to be given
from 3YA can be described
as a venture in international

understanding. In Our Debt to
France, announced on page 75
efforts have been made to deepen
sur knowledge of another people
by showing how often its ways of
thinking and living have infiu-
enced our own. The process began
a long time ago with the assimila-
tion of words into ordinary speech
after the Norman Conquest,and.it
has continued ever since in war
and peace-a traffic of the arts,

;

of science and commerce, and
fashion. Much that has been
drawn into English culture has
been transmitted to other coun-
tries, including our, own. There is,
of course, a traffic in the opposite
direction. And it is always inter-
esting to see where the influence
breaks down, or where it clashes
with intractable elements in the
English character.
The French continue to export
new ideas in costume, but they
cannot pass on the talent for
wearing clothes which is perhaps
the secret of their pre-eminence in
fashion. Only women who can
wear the simplest things with an
air which conceals infallible taste
can
be expected to move safely
among innovations. French women

: have no inhibitions about clothes,
wiereas in England-where the
prevailing outlook is somewhat
masculine-women’s fashions re-
main conservative. These differ-
ences can be explained too simply;
it may be wiser merely to mention
them. Similarly, the French atti-
tude towards food and drink is
like certain wines in that it does
not travel well. Many British
people enjoy the long and leisurely
meals when they can afford to go
to Paris. They respect the treat-
ment of cooking as an art; they are
pleased by the separation of foods
which at home might be brought
together in an outrageous ming-
ling of flavours; and they delight
in the delicate mating of food and

wine. Back in their own countries,
however, they fall again into the
old habits. Food is cooked with-
out reverence, and is eaten hastily;
and good wine is too dear to be
bought by the plain man except
for special occasions. Even if there
were no economic discouragement,
it is doubtful if Britons would
adopt French methods and man-
ners. The general feeling about
pleasures of the flesh appears to be
that they are somehow not quite
respectable. In France there is no
difficulty in conforming, but at
home another sort of conformity
is made inescapable by the facts
of tradé and currency and the
stern morality of licensing.
Nevertheless, the French way of
life remains interesting to us; even
those who dislike it seem to feel
the attraction, for they cannot
leave it alone. Many of the notions
which have got abroad are senti-
mental or exaggerated. Frenchmen
are not merely people who sit for
two or three hours over a meal.
Their interests are by no means
confined to food and wine and
fashion. The loveliest city in the
world did not rise overnight in a
haze of splendid buildings and
boulevards. A noble literature was
not created by men who dreamed
of performance in lazy hours in
the cafes. Napoleon did not over-
run Europe with effeminate sol-
diers. And the incisive French
mind, if not always as logical as
it is supposed to be, could hardly
be the product of over-indulged
appetites. The world would have
no magic if all men had the same
habits and beliefs. Civilisation
grows through an interaction of
diverse cultures. France’s contribu-
tions to western art and thought,
and to the graces of living, are be-
yond assessment. It is no accident
or convention of travel, but a deep
attraction, which draws men to
Paris-and’to the simpler life of the
provinces. When we go there we
are changed a. little, and there-
after we never quite cease to hope
that some day we shall be able to.
. return,


