
The Duller the Game, the Harder He Works-. — gua --
"[F you only describe the travelling ball," says the cricket commen-
tator Ernest Eytle, "it’s going to be a bit monotonous. The weather,
the. crowd, and many other details have their own importance."

VERY New Zealander who
has turned the knob of a
radio set has at some time

heard what some commentator
thinks about some cricket match.
But what does the commentator
think about commentating? The Listener
asked Ernest Eytle this when it..saw
him in. Wellington a few hours before
he left on his way back to London: Mr,
Eytle had been with the West Indian
cricket team on its Australian and New
Zealand tours, and listeners will have
heard him from cricket grounds and
tradio studios. He also recorded a talk
on the New Zealand tour in retrospect
(including cOmments ‘on the ‘state of
cricket in this country) which some
listeners will have heard by the time
this appears in print, and a second talk
on cricket in the West Indies which will
be heard from various stations soon. *
Mr. Eytle finds the job of a commen
tator an interesting one, "You've got to
be pretty well oblivious of éverything
around you.except the gameand ‘thescene as you. see it," he said. "It’s a
job that keeps you awake even whenthe game is dull, though it’s then that a
commentator really does earn his living.
However the play’is going, he mustn’t
bore his audience, and if he can’t’ main

tain some interest in proceedings him
self he’s bound to bore other people."I like to give a comprehensivepic
ture not only of the ball travelling from
the bowler to the batsman or from the
, batsman to the boundary, but of the en
tire scene as I see it. If a dog should
cross the ground, for instance, it will
arrest the attention of the crowd and
become as much a part of the scene as:
the travelling ball, and you should be
able to convey that to listeners. For
that reason I think the weather and the
crowd and many other details have their
own importance. If you only describe
the travelling ball it’s going to be a
bit monotonous, Of course, even two
commentators having the same approach
probably wouldn't describe the match

in
the same way."Mr. Eytle, however, wouldn’t discuss
the work of other commentators, sayingit was for commentators to pass opinions
‘on cricket, and for the public to pass
Opinions on commentators. But one did
"learn-a lot fromother commentators, hesaid. ;

A lawyer in London, ‘Mr. Eytle went
to England in the first place to com

plete his legal training. He started
broadcasting early in the war, when he
was asked to compile a newsletter for
the West Indies. From that, as he put
it, he "drifted inevitably" into other
sorts of broadcasting, most of it for
West Indies listeners-interviewing, for
instance, and taking part in features and
radio plays. "And reading short stories,"
he added. "That’s the most difficult of
the lot. You’ve got to be a one man
cast, and.that takes a lot of doing."
Before long there were cricket broad
casts, too-summaries at first, then com
mentaries. On the recent visit to Aus
tralia with the West Indies team he was
doing comments rather than commen
taries for the ABC, sending back cabled
reports to the BBC, and covering the
tour for some West Indies papers, to
which he has contributed for some time.
In New Zealand he shared commentaries
with the NZBS team.
Mr. Eytle likes broadcasting and finds
it fits in- well with his legal practice
so much can be recorded at convenient
times. His interest in cricket is long
standing, and not merely that of a spec
tator. During the war he played regu

larly in the British Empire in England,
where he met a good many New Zealand
players-C. S. Dempster, F. O, Rabone,
R. W. G. Emery, Martin Donnelly, F. T.
Badcock and Ken James among them.
"But you don’t play cricket any
longer?"
"Oh, yes," he said quickly. "I still
play club cricket-weekend cricket, you
-know-in. London. And it’s very
pleasant, too."

ERNEST EYTLE

Js

canadidlmixture

WielStopftz
Buckleys

Triple-Strength

CANADHOL COUGH MIXTURE
One dose of Buckley'S
Canadiol works with light- InStAnt-Action
ningspeed. From the first RELIEF FORwheeze orsign of tightness

Motherse
1 take Buckley's-right away:

T 265 Heavycongestion is loosen: CoughsF0 1 ed, breathing becomes eas-0e$&,e ier_~a good night's rest is Colds
Andte;mix3unadic' assured. Buckley's stops
ley"$ equalpartsor your cough keep it on Bronchitiswithh0ney] hand always:of ChildrenA Fromallchemistsandstores AsthMA3iitreadilyand SINGLE SIp PROVES IT
dosesrriteor Flufewmost issoon Clinton-Williams Pty.Ltd, 33 Great South Rd:,Otahututheing
Deaten BCL.

OMeDos68

cough

Mummy'$ pride
Daddy's joy
Made to #he formula 0f
world-famousNZ Expert on Baby

BAB[ Feeding, Ankoria is the perfectly
balanced food: It contains Fall the
essential vitamins and mineral
elements in correct proportions.
Many thousands of foday'5
healthiest New Zealanders owe
their early progress to Ankoria'$
outstanding merits. Because itSEach 02 of Ankoria contains 200

International Units of Vitamin D made in a denser form Ankoria is
packed in a smaller than ordinary

Send now for the Free Ankoria Baby tin.But price forweight it$
Bookand Feeding Table to:_THENZ: bettermoney-valueforyou-~betterCo-Op. DAIRYCo.LTD,AUCKLAND food valueforbaby:

ANKORIA(aly?Jccd

AnKoRIA

FOOD

25185ND} `


