
There is a Type73 and Size of Zip
Water Heater for
every purpose:

Listen to AuntDaisy3 Gallon every Tuesdaymorn-
ing Lor 14[ther

Boiling Unit; information on 'Zip
Water Heaters.

complete
with
Steam
Switch;
as used
personally
by
AuntDaisy.

Obtainable from your Electrician or PlumberManufacturers8 ZipHeaters Ltd" Wellington: 2.71

SETSQuiokly: Easitly Assembled
postFree C0MPLETE withaccurately machinedand drilled parts hard-ware accompanied byeasy to follow illustraled

instructions enabling any-one to assemble these
strong, attractive articles.

(losEd
StooL STepSA comfortable kitchen stool and a
handv pair of steps combined:

"SEE-ALL" SEWING BoX Easily assembled in 30 minutes.
Very popular kit set 25in high Price 15/6
Accurate machining anddrilling of all partsmakes assembly a pleasant, one evening pro-
ject. Size 16in 8in X24in high Price 50/

DROPSIDE Cot Panelled end:
Closely-spaced bars 3ft 6in X2ft 3in X 3ft 3in high:Price 62/6
Cot MATTRESS: Finest quality
ticking_ Kapoc filled. Speciallymade for the above cot

Price 50/
Send for Comprehensive ROUND TABLE. Design en-Free Catalogue sures simplicity of
HOMECRAFT combined with assengtx:IRONING BOARD. Folds up Nicely proportioned, cost-when not in use Sleeve ASSEMBLIES ing a fraction of made-upboard swings clear when article. Size 20in in dia-not required: 3ft 4in long, P.0 Box 1042_ Christchurch: meter, 22inhigh:

12in wide Price 30/ (72 Main North Road, Price only 35/6
Papanui): H64

KIT

Books

A THEORY OF VISION
HE CLAIRVOYANT THEORY OF PER-
CEPTION, by M. M. Moncrieff; Faber and
Faber. English price, 21/-.

(Reviewed by G. E. Hughes
HAT happens when we see
an external object? The
usual view is that sight is

the result of light waves reflected
from the object impinging on the
retinae of our eyes, thus stimu-
lating the optic nerves and finally the
visual areas of the brain. But this,
Captain Moncrieff contends, involves
us in grave difficul-
ties. For example,if sight is the end-
product of as com-
plicated a _ process
as this, there seems
to be no guarantee
-rather an extreme
unlikelihood — that
what we see in any
way resembles the
external object;
again, how can we
explain the fact
that we see things
as "out there" and
not as somewhere
inside our heads?
Moreover. there is
an increasing body of evidence for
what is usually called clairvoyance, i.e.,
visual awareness of objects which
doesn’t seem to be obtained by means
of the sense-organs at all, and it seems
impossible to fit this into the conven-
tional picture.
Captain Moncrieff proposes to solve
these and other difficulties by a new
theory of vision which regards clair-
voyance not as a rare freak but as the
basic constituent even in ordinary
vision. What ~-the theory in outline
amounts to is this: we have the ability
to be aware of things directly, just as
they are. This ability does not neces-
sarily depend on our visual organs; we
occasionally exercise it independently
of them, and perhaps some of the lower
animals do so on a large scale; but ob-
viously it would be highly inconvenientif we were continually aware of every-
thing, and so in the course of evolu-
tion we have developed organs (eyes,
optic nerves, etc.) of such a nature that
in ordinary experience our power of
seeing things directly comes into play
only when these organs are stimulated.It would thus be truer to say that the
function of our visual organs is to re-
strict our vision to what we can con-
veniently deal with, rather than actually
to produce sight.
This is not an altogether original
suggestion, but it is, I think, the first
time it has been worked out with any-
thing like the thoroughness and elab-
oration which Captain Moncrieff dis-
plays. It would be too much to say
that I have been altogether convinced
by his arguments, or that I find every-
thing in the book as clear as I would
like it to be; but I cannot help being
impressed by the detailed ‘and pains-
taking way in which he sets out to show
the compatibility of -his theory with
the experimental evidence about vision.
and by the advantages he claims for
his theory over its rivals. Not the least
of these advantages is that it enables
us to hold that the qualities we see
when we look at things really do belong

to them-even the notorious. colour-
qualities, which most theories regard as
subjective; and this, to say the least,
is highly flattering to common sense.
(Captain M. M. Moncrieff has lived in New
Zealand for 30 years. His book has attracted
much notice from philosophers in England
and in the United States.-Ed.)

SPILT MILK
PEKING DIARY, by Derk Bodde; Jonathan
Cape. English price, 16/-.
"HESE impressions of Peking in 1948
and 1949, before, during and after
its seizure by the Communists, are a

sober and _ honest
record of things
seen by a Chinese
speaking American
professor who has
long known China.
Derk Bodde com
mends the order
and incorruptibility
of the new China;
he acknowledges its
mistakes, particu
larly the ineptitude
of its propaganda.
At the same time
he criticises his own
country for its blind
support of the im
possible Kuomin

tang regime: "The United States, by its
concrete policy in China, has done as
much as anyone else to discredit, in
the eyes of thinking Chinese, those ab-
stract democratic principles which it
would most like to see function there."
Since this book was written the Korean
war has made any sort of rapproche-
ment between the democracies and the
new China infinitely more difficult, and
we can scarcely make the same answer
today to the inevitable question, "What
can we save from this wreck?" A back-
ward country trying to better itself
by imposing socialism on a disintegrat-
ing society notoriously lacking in social
consciousness is one thing; a nation
abandoning internal reconstruction for
war is another. David Hall
NEIGHBOURS' HISTORY
UP THE COUNTRY, by Brent of Bin Bin;
Angus and Robertson. Australian price,14/6.
SINGING CORAL, by Sverre Holmsen, trans-
lated from the Swedish by Joan Bulan,
decorations by Douglas Woodhal!; James
Barrie. English price, 12/6.

[N the interval. between its first publi-cation in 1931 and the date-of the
present reprint, Up the Country has
been described more than once as an
Australian classic. The first 10 or 15
pages of the book do not bear this
out. Characters pile .up like sheep in
a pen before dipping and the sentences
are overloaded and amateurish. Then
quite suddenly such faults cease to
matter to the reader, perhaps cease to
exist. The garrulous story has the
casual authenticity of district gossip;
there is melodrama and sentimentalitv,
there are detours and asides-not the
truth possibly, but a lively version of
it. Up the Country is what was claimed
for it on the dust-jacket, an Australian
classic.
From Australia to the islands. Sing-
ing Coral is a novel about early Poly-
nesian voyages in the Pacific, completewith a glossary of 12 pages and a
list of characters, 36 in all. The author


