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T'S never surprising to find a
Sterndale Bennett in the world
of music. It would be more
surprising to find one out of it
Even William Sterndale Bennett
(who died in 1875 and was buried
in  Westminster, Abbey), though the
best known, was not the first—his father
and grandfather before him were pro-
fessional musicians. Robert . Sterndale
Bennett, who was in New Zealand a
short time ago examining for the Asso-
ciated Board of the Royal Schools of
Music, is a grandson of William and a
brother of T.C, also a composer.
Robert, who is tall, with grey hair, and
greying bushy eyebrows over horn-
rimmed spectacles, joined the Associated
Board as an examiner in 1925, but for
many years he was Director of Music
at Uppingham School.

About ten per cent of the Associated
Board's candidates are examined in the
Dominions, and of this percentage New
Zealand contributes more than any other
Dominion. So when The Listener saw
Mr, Sterndale Bennett in Wellington it
was especially interested in asking him
about his work among students in this
country, Was it true that he was
“marking hard” -because of the number
of mediocre students going to England?

Mr. Sterndale Bennett said that the

standard of performance was as high:

here as anywhere else-—it compared
very favourably with the standard in
Great Britain and the other Dominions
he had visited. This was especially true
of younger students. There was a ten-
dency, however, for advanced students
in New Zealand to sit for their LLR.S.M.
—which was equal to the AR.C.M. of
the Royal College and the L R.AM. of
the Royal Academy—before they were
ready.

There has been an ever-increasing in-
terest in both making music and listen-
ing to it in the past ten years, Mr.
Sterndale Bennett considers. “This is
still increasing, and there is no doubt
that radio is one of the media respons-

Spencer Digby photograph
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ible. When ycu talk about a symphony!

today a child knows what you are talk-!

ing about. Before the war you had to.

explain what a symphony was.”

The better distribution of money also
meant that many more people were
better able to spend it on education, and
music has come to be a real thing in
thousands more homes than before. In
Britain today examiners met candidates
whose parents were in every class of
occupation. Speaking about musical
education in Britain generally, Mzr.
Sterndale Bennett said that music was
inctuded in the syllabus for School Cer-
tificate more than 20 years ago, and
later Instrumental Playing was also ac-
cepted as part of the examination.

While in Wellington Robert Stern-
dale Bennett recorded a talk on the
work of his grandfather, which he illus-
trated at the piano. This programme
was also planned to include vocal illus-
trations by Muriel Hitchings (soprano).
It will be heard later in the year from
National stations. For Children’s Ses-
sions he recorded eight talks illustrated
with musical themes. These were first
heard in BBC Children’s Sessions, but
have been adapted to New Zealand con-
ditions. The titles of the programmes
are: Birds, Insects, Fairies, Playthings.
The Countryside, Gaiety, Bedtime, and
The Sea. Under
Music with a Theme, these programmes
are currently being heard in the Sunday
Matinee session from 3YZ.
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Booking Agents for Larsen’s Tours are:—Any
branch or agent of Burns Philp and Co., Ltd.,
Thos, Cook and Son (A’sia) Pty. Lid., Dalgety

the general title of;
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FULL SIZE ... FULL POWER

Both Model 208 (broadcast) and Model 210
{dual wave) have full-sized
speakers and built-in aeriala.

cabinets, 77
Available in
a variety of colours, Also available is
Model 210V, dual wave, operating from

230v A/C or 6 volt battery.

PHILIPS ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES
OF NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
PHILIPS

Christchurch
Dunedin

Woellington
Auckiand
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