ey

Y. &

(continued from previou: page)
writhe like snakes and the Big Wheel
twrns 'way up in the middle of the air.
All these elements — and the strongly
rhythmic noises which accompany them
—Alfred Hitchcock has used with an Fly the new
almost nonchalant felicity in Strangers
on a Train, in my opinion the best

movie he has produced in years.
I will concede now—and be done with to
it ~-that the story is in most respects
fantastically improbable. There were
several moments when it was impossible

to keep disbelief properly in suspension.

but !opmehow or pothper—hv a trick of just 3 days ‘fl'om Sdeey
camera or twist of dialogue—il was
hoisted out of the way iust in time on
each occasion. The story is absurd, as
even one of the characters says, but you
can’t loosen its grip.

It isn't all set in a fairground, of
course. The strangers (Farley Granger, a
young tennis star, and Robert Walker, a
dangerously unbalanced idler with a psy-
chopathic hatred for his father) meet on
a train; and trains-—another cinema
phenomenon—figure largely in the story.
There is, too, a championship singles
match which provides half the material
for a dazzlingly skilfu! sequence of inter-
cut suspense. But the big set-piece is
the climax on a runaway merry-go-
round. Here the integration of move-
ment and meaning—the complete blend-
ing of sight and sound and sense which
should be the aim of all film-makers—
comes pretty close to fulfilment. It re-
minded me a little of Panique (which
for me stands on a pedestal by itself)
and a lot more of the climax to Welles’s
Lady From Shanghai. You may be re-
minded in another place of Harry Lime's
clutching fingers—as you will no doubt
remember many other good things from
the past. But as the hair rises and fails
gently on the back of your neck you will .
be reminded most frequently and forec- - . . .
ibly that in the makiig ofysuSpenseful ; fs Take a quick TEAL trip from Auckland,

thrillers, Alfred Hitchcock (when his eye ’ b Wellington or Christchurch to Australia-—

is in) has few peers. : " linking with the 5 times weekly Qantas-B.O.A.C.
The acting at all levels is good, with ™ Constellation servige to- Europe—now just 3

Robert Walker's skilful character-study days from Sydney !

pre-eminently so; and a substantial \ . .

quota of credit should go to the director

of photography (Robert Burks). The Finest by far, the QANTAS-B.O.A.C. service to

film is properly ticketed as not suitable : . . . .

for children, but though it includes mur- Europe gives you the choice of a speedy business trip

der and attempted murder I was inter-

Fxs . (Xl .
—0 -it- tour with -overs anywhere
ested to notice that the most, and worst r a "take-it easy ° stop-o

of the violence was presented indirectly. you wish en route. And all Europe is so easy to reach
Only in the last scene does it come : ; . ’
momentarily into full focus. —there’s an alternative route from Rome to London,

: 4 . .

with stop-overs at Geneva and Paris—at no extra
THE LAW AND THE LADY . . .
(M.G.M.) ® De-luxe cabin service~2 fare. See East and West in one trip—enjoy super-
. stewards and 3 hostess. .
[FREDERICK LONSDALE may have ® Restiul all-night scop at famous service all the way. No currency problems. No tips, no
believed that he wrote The Last of affies Hotal, Singapord. . . .
- h

Mis, Cheyney in 1925, but a character ® Stop-over anywhers en route— extras. Regular route via Calcutta. Alternative via
‘named Leonard Spiegelglass wrote a ® 5 services weekly from Sydney. Colombo.

little bit more for this new version of
the old comedy. The result is a series
of minor abrasions on the original

smooth script—and an over-sentimental- - ’ : y

ised ending, But they are minor ' AND - L4 L ] ® .
abrasions. As a whole the piece (pro-

duced and directed by Edwin H. Knopf)
sparkles deliciously. The witticisms and
epigrams flip delightfully to and fro—
I haven’t seen Michael Wilding to such|.-
good advantage since he played Lord
gz::';f,,“:m’f;i;:ff ;:fj:::t:‘f o d 1?1:?: RESERVATIONS:~—TEAL, Aucklond, Wellingten, Christchurch, and leading travel agents throughout New Zealand

ant to listen to as to watch,

QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS LIMITED (inc. in Queensiand) in parallel with BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION
in association wi'th TEAL

N.Z. L1sTENER, FEBRUARY 15, 1952,



