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66OYSTER PERPETUAL"
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Each and every "Rolex Oyster
Perpetual Chronometer"' carriesits own individual certificate of
Accuracy from the Swiss Govern-
ment Testing Stations, Bureaux1iofficials_ Thisoffidal pedigree
refers to the very Chronometer
youbuy, SO you can rely on it to
keep accurate time always

As the name implies, the "RolexOyster"is hermetically-sealed like an oyster
against water, moisture , perspiration,
powder , dust and dirt! Rolex Oysters'
have swum the English Channel; flown
Mt_ Everest,sweltered in deserts,endured
Arctic cold without a trace of ill-effect:

The "Oyster Perpetual" never
needs winding! The secret of its
perpetual motion is the "Rolex
Auto-Rotor , an ingeniousmechan-
ism which revolves both clockwise
and anti-clockwise saving you
the worry of daily winding. Pro-
vided you wear your "OysterPer-
petual' for 6 hours each day, itwill function without winding, for
ever:

The "Oyster Perpetual" is cased in
stainless steel, a handsome stream-
lined dial with modernwedge numer-
als; a special patented Rolex crystal
which is practicallyunbreakable The
"Oyster Perpetual" is the perfect
answer to an executive presentationfor any occasion which demands a
giftof the highest quality. ROLEXLook for the Rolex"RedSeal" attached
to every Rolex Chronometer.

The "Oyster Perpetual" and other ROLEX "Oyster" from E28/5/- to
RolexandTudorWatches formenand E33/2/6
women are obtainable from leading ROLEX "Oyster" Perpetual, E57 /2/6
jewellers throughout New Zealand and E59/2/6.
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The Church in the World
HERE is, and can be, no end
to religious controversy; but it
is evident from what is said
and written that some people who
take part in the discussion are im-
perfectly acquainted with their
subject. Not much value can be
found in opinions which have no
support from knowledge, especi-
ally a knowledge of history. The
Christian Church has its own his-
tory, but it is also inseparable from
the secular affairs of western man
in the past two thousand years.
Even before the Church was
founded, events and ideas in the
pagan world were like premoni-
tory stirrings; and much that was
valuable in classical thought was
later to be drawn into Christian
theology. The great periods and
movements, from the first cen-
turies to the present day, are
shortly to be explained in a series
of talks, details of which may be
found on page 15. It is a remark-
able story, and it could not be re-
told at a more suitable time.
The sceptical temper, which
made itself felt under the impact
of scientific discovery in the 19th
century, is now shared more
widely. Beneath the scepticism,
however, may often be noticed the
uneasiness and the confusion of
values which seem to come inevit-
ably when faith is in abeyance.
Science has done wonderful things,
but it cannot teach men how to
live, and the need for guidance has
never been more apparent than in
a century of war and revolution.
For the Christian historian, this is
not a new situation. The Church
has known other ages of doubt; it
has always been in danger, and it
always will be. It has survived
persecution, the collapse of a civil-
isation, the internal stresses of
schism and heresy, the temptations
and abuses of worldly power, re-
formation and_ reaction, and
always-in all places and at all
times-the erosion of unbelief.
What has happened in the past
can happen again: the wheel
comes full circle, and it does not
cease turning. Christians are still

being persecuted, and in this cen-
tury we have seen a barbarism far
worse than the violence of Goths
and Vandals.
The Church rests upon revela-
tion; but it is a human institution,
and its history therefore contains
error and folly, even wickedness,
as well as goodness and noble
effort. There are times when spirit-
ual experience ‘seems to place in-
tolerable strains upon its vessels.
The believing man, unless he is a
saint, must know that he is never
free from evil: his way is always
among hazards, so that he often
feels as if he is separated from
failure as narrowly as, in physical
life, the thinnest membrane may
hold him from death. There is no
real security, no final and certain
victory. And yet men do, in a
miraculous way, pass through the
dangers of commonplace living
and come in later years to a stabil-
ity which is at least the beginning
of wisdom. In much the same way
an institution which, although
facing eternity, is served through
the ages by men of human frailty,
must have its times of strength
and weakness, of vision and dull-
ness, and be armed against itself
not less than against the enemies
outside. True, its collective wis-
dom, taken and saved from all that
has been done and suffered, be-
comes a support with foundations
wider than the earth. Yet the sur-
-vival of the Church is surely the
most significant fact in history,
"Where there is no vision, the
people perish." The Christian
faith is not the only vision, and
even within the Church it is seen
and followed in different ways. But
the differences are less disturbing
when they are studied against the
fundamental unity. The Story of
the Christian Church will help us
to understand this unity, to seehow it has been established and
preserved against the worst shocks
of human experience, and to know
more clearly what it can do for
mankind in the next stage of a
troubled journey.


