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More “Matchless” shoes afoot,
because "Matchless”
with a specialised
scientific  shoe-fitting at  every
“Matchless’” shoe Take
steps to correct your fit . , .
step along to the “Matchless™

stockist,

are
shoes are ahead’
service of

store.

Don’t buy an iron before you see
“ Blue Seal”’, Bocked by Turnbull
& Jones’ 50 years of experience in
handling the world's foremost elec-
trical appliances, the ““ Blue Seal’”
Controiled Heat Iron is perfectly
balanced to prevent fatigue . ..
the control gives exact heat for
all types of fabric . . . the

plastic handle is cool, designed

for comfort .. . bevel-edged

_tons, is perfect for flounces.

* Made by Turnball & Jones Ll‘d—z:r'
guarantee of quality — sold everywhars.
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"DARE TO BE FREE, by W. B.

BOOKS

SOLDIER

T homas;
Allan Wingate. English price, 12 6.

(Reviewed by Guthrie Wilson)

HE qualities demanded from
Tthe writer of personal remin-
iscences — of most factual
documents — are of a different
order from those required in the

. creative writer. Whereas the latter

must fashion the illusion of reality from
the power of his imagination. the
variety of his experience and his private
well of sympathy, perception and under-
standing, all that is required of the
autobiographer is that he, as a writer,

. should prove adequate to the events he
* wishes to relate,

Dare to be Free is part of the per-
sonal story of Major W. B. Thomas,
D.S.0., M.C. and bar, U.S.A. Silver Star,
a battalion commander in the New Zea-
land Division during the last war. No
New Zealander who served in the
Middle East will disagree with the con-

" tention made by Geoffrey Cox in The

Road to Trieste that “Thomas was prob-

" ably the New Zealand soldier of this

war who most closely resembled the

- Freyberg of the last war,” It would be
© difficult to devise higher commendation.

And what a tale Thomas has to tell!
The book opens with the German air-
borne invasion of Crete. The reader
fights beside Thomas in attack and in
frustrating retreat. In the cnd comes the
suicidal affair at Galatos in which the
author receives severe wounds. Captured
by the enemy, he is removed to a
German military hospital in Athens,
where his frequent attempts to escape
——despite an unhealed thigh wound—re-
sult in his being sent to a camp for in-

- corrigibles at Salonika. But Salonika’s

wire cannot contain Thomas, who breaks
out and strikes south for the razor-back
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ESCAPING

peninsula  dominated by Mt. Athos.
Here for nearly a year he lives wnong
the monks who populate the 21 monas-
teries of the Holy Mountain, a theo-
cracy of ten thousand, where no woman,
no female animal, is allowed to dwell.
But all the time Thomas is seeking the
means to rejoin the division. . .

Throughout the pages of his book the
author displays a personality that is
immensely attractive. Courageous, hon-
ourable. quick with laughter, he reveuals
at times an  appealing ingenuousnens,
But the book is not al] Thomas. Fur
from it. One meets with Yannos, Grey-
oriac {and QGregorio’'s lovely daughtei),
Costos Momorgos, Chrystosomos, Trudi
and many others—Greeks of goodwill,
men and women—who extended the
author aid without hope of repayment,
and with peril to themselves,

Major Thomas has a true story to tell
which is almost bizarre in its improba-
bility. Has he, as a writer, proved ade-
quate to the task of telling it?

The reading public has consumed
avidly escape tales which have not been
well written, Thomas is an unpretentious
writer. But his style is simple and lucid.
his dialogue is colloquial, his humour
comes over to the reader. I enjoyed
Dare to be Free more than any other
escape story of World War Il. I have
read, not only because this book sur~
passes others in the variety and interest
of the adventures which befell its author.
but also because it is well and satisfy-
ingly written.

THE COGHILL CHAUCER

THE CANTERBURY TALES, by Geoffrey
Chaucer, translated into modern English
by Nevill Coghill: the Penguin Classics.
English price, 3 6.

P\‘O volume in this excellent series has
“ " had better advance publicity, none
is more sure of its welcome, than Mr.
Coghill’'s modern version of Chaucer's
masterpiece. The BBC broadcasts of the
‘Tales must have won them many new
friends: now the whole series (with the
exception of Melibee and The Parson’s
Serrmon, the two long prose “tales” that
even Chaucerians seldom nanish, which
are here brilliantly summarised) is
made available in unbowdlerised form
and in bold, legible type for the price.
in England at least, of a packet of cigar-
ettes. If the thing was to be done at
all, it could hardly have been done
better.

To anyone who missed the broadcasts,
it need only be said that this is a faith-
fully rhymed, idiomatic and supremely
readable modern rendering: if it does not
give us all of Chaucer the poet, it gives
us most of the humorist, satirist, and
author of the first and greatest of human
comedies in English. In a brief introduc-
tion Mr. Coghill outlines the life and
work of Chaucer, and sturdily justifies
his own daring experiment against all
comers, Even the entrenched batteries
of Chaucerian scholarship may be dis-
armed by the notes, a model of donnish
conciseness: here is a sample:—“Chiche-
vache. In an old French fable there
were two cows called Chichevache and
Bicorne. Bicorne was fat because she
made her diet on patient husbands who
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