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Rommel After Alamein
THE DESERT FOX
(20th Century-Fox)
HERE must be, at a rough
estimate, several thousand old
acquaintances of Rommel in
this part of the world, and a sub
stantial number of them will, I
suppose, be interested to discover
what Hollywood, with the help of Briga
dier Desmond Young, has to say about
him. If.they remember the reports which
reached us of this film’s premiére in Lon
don (complete with protests and picket
lines) their first reaction may well be
to wonder what the flap was about-or,
more precisely, what half the flap was
about.
It is true that the film (Henry Hatha
way directing) has the same faults as
Brigadier Young’s biography-a little too
much hero-worshipping, and much too
much special pleading for the German
generals and field-marshals-but I don’t
think any reasonable person could saythat it holds up British arms, or theBritish soldier, to ridicule or contempt.
Indeed, the impression I got was quitethe reverse. Certainly, in a supernumer+
ary prologue (the real prologue is a brief
and vigorous reconstruction of the
famous Commando raid on Rommel’s
headquarters), a number of British pris
oners-among them’ Desmond Young in
person-are shown taking undignified
cover from their own gunfire. No doubt
it’s funny to see a brigadier diving head-first into a slit trench, but no sensible
person would think it ridiculous, in the
circumstances. Then, too, Rommel
(James Mason) has a jibe at the expense
of Montgomery’s cautious tactics in con
solidation-but you can find more ill
tempered (and perhaps more ill-founded)
criticism of Montgomery in the memoirs
of his wartime colleagues. Though the
film has hardly been made from what
you might call the British point of view,
there is nothing in it that should offend
one’s patriotic sensibilities.
I have one serious complaint to make-there isn’t nearly enough of the clash
between Afrika Korps and Eighth Army
in the production, not nearly enough
desert, none of the elastic-band, stretch
and-snap lunges eastward andwestward.
We get a glimpse of Rommel in retreat,with some cuts from the noisier se
quences of Desert Victory to add verisi
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militude, but from then on the story
shifts to the undercover plotting and
leads from that to the Army’s attempted
assassination of Hitler and Rommel’s
forced suicide,
The film manages to convey pretty
well the tension of this somewhat murky
episode but since the story is tied to the
ordinary haphazard course of events it
lacks the steady drive and development
that manipulation of material can give
to a fictional narrative. There are, how-
ever, some exciting passages-notably
that showing the attempt on Hitler’s life-and much good acting. Rommel is
Mason’s best role since he went to Holly-
wood, and he does pretty well with it,
but I was more interested in some of
the minor players-Cedric Hardwicke,
for example, whose portrayal of Strolin,
Mayor of Stuttgart, is a subtle blendof fine words and foxiriess (I kept think-
ing of Herr Adenauer); and Aduard
Franz who has a small but telling part
as von Stauffenberg. The most astonish-
ing performance, however, is that of
Luther Adler as Hitler. At first, it looks
_like caricature, then you wonder if it is
not closer to the truth than you had
imagined.

JAMES MASON as Rommel

BAROMETER
FAIR: "The Desert Fox.’
OVERCAST: "Night. Into Morning."
OVERCAST: "Lorna Doone.’

NIGHT INTO MORNING
(M.G.M.)
HIS production has a pleasantly
photographed and deceptively cheer-
ful opening sequence showing a small
boy hopping and skipping along a leafy
suburban street; then tragedy closes in.
Ray Milland, a college professor, loses
his wife and son when their home is
burned down, and from this depressing
incident the story never really recovers
-though it purports to explain how Mr.
Milland did. Alcohol is the professor’s
anodyne, and as a portrayer of alcohol-
ics, Mr. Milland is probably in a class
by himself. But’ this time he is obvi-
ously acting. Diluted by alcoholism, the
tragedy degenerates into maudlin tears
and sentiment, and I was glad when it
was all over. Jean Hagen (ex Asphalt
Jungle) contributes one small clear de-
tail to an otherwise smudgy canvas.

LORNA DOONE
(Columbia)
HE only version of Lorna Doone I ever
read was an abridgment "for school
use," that came out in Herbert Strang’s
Library a good many years ago, but even
that had a lot more blood and thunder
in it than this pallid (if Technicolored)
"free adaptation." The domain of the
Doones has been enlarged to New World
proportions-Doone Castle itself reduces
Windsor to the proportions of a_pillbox,
and the falls on the Bagworthy Water
look like the lower leap at Yosemite.
The Doones themselves, however, are
correspondingly diminished. Only Sir
Ensor looked the part, and when he died
the match was as good as over, though
strictly speaking it was then (as you
might say).one Doone and two to go.

DOLCIN_A NEW AMERICAN DISCOVERY
FOR THE RELIEF OF

RHEUMATIC AND ARTHRITICPAIN
Already in New Zealand longed relief from pain.
DOLCIN has proved its DOLCIN iS non-toxic, and
ability to bring`-prompt re- can be taken safely forlong
lief from pain to sufferers periods: Yourchemistwill
from Rheumatism,Arthritis, supply you with DOLCIN
Sciatica,Neuritis,Fibrositis, in bottles of Ioo tablets for
LumbagoandGout;repeat- 8/4, or in a large economy
ing successful results ob- sizeof 500 tablets for 33/4.
tained in America, Canada, Start your DOLCIN treat-
Australia and GreatBritain: ment at once;
DOLCIN approaches the
probleminanewway,bring- DOLCIningcertain,promptandpro

Reg: TradeMark
WriteforhelpfulliteratureaboutDolcinto

DoLCIN (NZ)LTD-,2 CUsTOMHOUSE QUAY, (Box 662),WELLINGTON
3./

A SECRET
no one must know!
Theway tokeepfalseteetha secretis to
keepthemcleanandnatural lookingwith
Kemdex Simply immerse in Kemdex
leaveovernightOr whileyou dress
and your false teeth will be sterilised,
freshandbeautifullyclean:
No BRUSHING HARMLESS
CLEANS BETTER

KEMDEX
CLEANS FALSE TEETH SAFELY ANDQUICKLY

Manufacturedbyreg. user,Salmond&SpraggonLtd_.2CustomhouseQuayWellington. 4.50

NewWuterprocf
proteetion for cuts
NoplaceistooawkwardforDalmas,the
new plastic first-aid dressingthatdefies
water;dirt,grease, even acid Dalmas
stretches all ways; clings and protects
without fraying edges. Have modern

DALMAS
protection~have Dalmas in the home;

RECO=

ANEWKINdOF ZeWorle;FustWaterproofFIRSTAIDDRESSING

FIRSTAIDDRESSINGAsk for thebluetinwith the handon it,
availableeverywhereat1/3.

ProductofDALMASLTD,LEICESTER,ENGLAND.

plastic]


