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DR. ERIC THIMAN, whose cantata “The Nativity” was recorded in Wellington
recently with the composer as conductor and organist (see below)

Cantata for Christmas

"HE LISTENER caught up

with Dr. Eric H. Thiman at

the tag-end of his examining
tour through New Zealand; caught
up with him, in fact, when he
stopped at Wellington on his last
week-end here to record a programme
for the NZBS. Dr. Thiman is an ex-
aminer for the Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music, and he has
spent the past two months examining—
principally in  pianoforte—throughout
- both Islands. The Listener, however, was
interested mainly in Dr. Thiman’s con-
nection with Church music, in which
he is one of the most important con-
temporary English figures.

There was development in Church
music today, Dr. Thiman said, but it
was slow, and it was taking place with-
out making any breaks with tradition.
In fact, it might more precisely be said
that the tradition itself was developing
slowly. Composers of Church music had
to restrain themselves if they wanted
to do anything new and startling—dis-
sonance and the generally more dynamic
structure of modern music had very
little place. On the other Land. he went
on, there wasn’t any reason why Church
musie shouldn’t appeal to the imagina-
tion of the man in the pew, and modern
compositions sometimes did.

But, he was asked. if there was too,
much appeal in the imagination, wasa't !
there a danger of people going to church
just to listen to the music?

Dr. Thiman agreed. “That is why the
music has to have a purpose in the ser-
vice,” he said. “It's not there only to
edd beauty; it has to prepare the people
who hear it for the message from the
preacher.”” He would not be drawn, how-
ever, into a discussion on hymn tunes.
It was too wide a question to be dealt!
with briefly. Some hymn tunes were |
good, some bad, and some indifferent.
As far as the bad ones were concerned,
it was possible to educate a mngrega-I
tion’s taste. A good congregation needed |
only keeping on the right lines. He

would not be drawn, either, by a variant
of the standard type question-to-be-put-
to-visitors-who-are-nere-for-the-first-time:
What do you think of the music you've
hesrd in New Zealand churches?

Dr. Thiman smiled at that one. “I
can’t say,” he said. “You see, I haven’t
been to church very often since I've been
here.”

But he attended church during bis
Jast week-end in New Zealand. and part
of the service was recoided by the NZBS
for broadcast later in the year, Dr.
Thimen is an eminent composer of re-

ligious and secular choral music, and his !
them !

Church compositions—most of

cantatas and other choral works writ-

ten for choirs of average size—are used |

extensively in Free and Nonconformist
churches in Britain, throughout the Com-
monwealth, and in the United States.

Dr. Thiman is also a fine organist

and on the last Sunday in November, !
at Hataitai Methodist Church, Welling-

ton, he conducted (from the organ) the

singing of his cantata The Nativity. The :

choir, a selected one, had been trained
by Stanley Oliver, and the soloists were
Merle Gamble and Owen Bonifant, The
recorcing made then by the NZBS will
be broadcast on Christmas Day from
1YZ at 8.20 p.m., 2YC (845 p.m.), 3YC
(9.22 pm.), and 4YZ (9.30 p.m.).

. Campoli Recital _
' N|EMORIES of Alfredo Campoli's

visit to New Zealand last year will
be recalled by a recorded recital by the

“ violinist which 4YZ will broadcast for

half an hour starting at 9.30 p.m. on

Thursday, December 20. He will play !

Partita in E, by Bach, and Three Cap-
rices for Solo Violin from Opus 1, by
Pagonini: No. 14 in E Flat (Fanfare);

. No. 9 in E (La Chasse); and No, 17

in E Flat. Campoli has been a public
performer since childhood, and in junior
amateur and professional competitions
wes requested to stop competing as he
invariably won and “spoilt the spirit
of competition,” These recordings were
made by the BBC during a Third Pro-
gramme recital in December of last
year. :
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Stiffness in joints
and muscles

of those aches, stade
and rheumaticky twinges that
handicap both work and pleesure
may have a common origin—ima
purities left in the system as &
result of sluggish kidneys.

De Witt's Pills are ecially
compoanded to assist the.zidneya
in their function of filtering waste
inatter and so cleansing the blood-
stream of all impurities. 1t goes
without saying that this process of
fittration and elimination is vital to
the health of the whole body, De
Witt's Pills also kave a soothing
and cleansing action

BARRYS

Tri-coph-erous

A daily massage with Barry’s Tri-coph-
erous, famous HAIR tonic, sold by alt
chemists and stores, will help to keep
your hair fresh and beautiful. Ideal for
falling hair, dandruff, premature grey~
uess, brittle hair, itching scalp.

Manutacared 1n New Zealand far LANMAN &
KEMP-BARCLAY &% CO., INC., NEW YORK,
and distributed by FASSETT & JOHNSON
LID., Levy Buiding, Manners St., Wellington.
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is efficient, dependable, complete,
most sought after, and outstanding
value,

THE

—becouse it is planned,
designed and created by
the British Vacuwm
Cleaning Company and
Geblin (N.Z.) Ltd., suc-
cessors to Mr. Bogth's
original company.
Fully Guaronteed.
Serviced by Qualified
Mechaonies. g
Full range of spare parts.
Confidential terms if de-
sired.

Write
Friendly Christchurch,
for tullest details ond  the
name of your nearest "New
Haywin” agent, if not known
to vyou.
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