GIFT FROM
ISRAEL
\\fHEN he composed his Sacred Ser-

vice in 1933, the Swiss-born Jewish

composer Ernest Bloch was haunted by
the fear that he was about to die.

“Though intensely Jewish in roots,”
he said of this outstanding choral and
erchestral work (which was designed for
use in the Jewish Synagogue), “the mes-
sage seems to me above all a gift of
Israel to the whole of mankind. It sym-
bolises for me far mare than a Jewish
service, but, in its great simplicity and
variety, it embodies a philosophy accept-
able to a2il men.” Within the next few
months Sacred Ser-
vice will have two £7 .
playings from all jff
YC stations. It will @7
be heard first frorn ;
1YC at 832 pm.
on ’Tuesday, De-
cémber 18. In these
recordings Marko
Rothmuller  (bags-
baritone) is heard with the London Phil-
harmonie Choir—F. Jackson as chorus-
master—and the London Philharmonic
DOrchestra conducted by the composer.
The English text is by David Stevens.

The American critic David Ewen de-
scribes Sacred Service as “a work com-
pounded of tenderness and passion,
power and humility.”

Eweh says that Bloch had been ill
for more than a year when he wrote
the wotk, and he was strongly convinced
that' it, was to be his last. “That Bloch
should “be obsessed with thoughts of
death at the time he was constructing
a monumental religious work was an
enormously significant fact. There are
certain artists who suddenly acquire a
new vision, a new insight often pro-
found and other-worldly, as though they
had caught a glimpse of the eternal,
when they believe themselves to be at
the threshold of death., Beethoven com-
posed his last quartets under such stress;
Mozart his Requiem; Wagner, Parsifal;
Bloch, too, was similarly affected. There
are pages in the Sacred Service which
seem to peer into another world and to
catch glimpses of the infinite” While
the work has its defects, Ewen adds,
it remains one of outstanding import-
ance.
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OF SERVICE

Like the Boy Scouts, the AM.P, is
proud of its tradition of service. Since
1871 the Society has served New Zea-
land families by emphasizing the value
of thrift and the need to provide ade-
quately for the future. Today, an
expert staff is available to bring the
security of comprehensive life assurance
to every New Zealander. '

AMP.

(Incorporated in Australis)

PUERN

The Largest Mutual Life Insurance
Office in the British Commonwealth.

0,

e~ - kb T ¢ A e Y S

4
Ao, I ntm o I T s — e erreremp. s, -

R et e e ————

D e —

ST S SIS T S E?

o

e Pl S
|9, 3
@ o O o RATIIr

A%

A0
(f,’,\qu.%,‘,

,a"l\o

¥
o

~ o~ v, Y
D Lersn TG T e o ¥l e

-
O e

o,

oo
%

o, PN Ty »,
o 7T @ Loy T
g w22aS L O

LAYy
gy’




