Guinness on
Shakespeare

“iF' Shakespeare's tragedies don’t kick

you in the stomach then there’s
somethitig wrong with the acting and
direction,” says the actor Alec Guinness
in a talk on Shakespeare’s plays, which
he recorded recently in tlwe BBC series
British Masterplam{ In it he discusses
tha 'vplays from - the ‘newpoiut of the
actor and stage ditector, and he has some
pertihent things to say. He considers
that no actor can have a finer training
in hig craft than acting in Shakespeare;
it teaches him to expand his lungs,
speak distinctly, move with dignity,
command the stage and exercise his
emotions, But he does not lose sight of
the fact that tradition has laid a heavy
hand- on some of
the parts and
overburdened them
with _ wearisome
‘“business.” The an- :
swer he Dbelieves
lies is a variety of
styles, ranging from
the naturalistic
through the lyrical
to the bigger-than-
life.  And  about
directors’ problems,
especially those con-
cerning dressing and
mounting, Guinness
says that except for
the historical
dramas, it is best to
dréss them in the costumes of Shake-
speare’s day. This talk will be broad-
cast by 3YC at 7.34 p.m. on Saturday,
December 15.
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Programmes for Sunday

F,OR those who like to spend their

Sunday afternoons near the radio,
the Commercial stations and 2ZA will
be broadcasting a series of six one-hour
BBC programmes, beginning on Decem.-
ber 16. The programmes will circulate
round the stations, being played by
1ZB at 3.30 pm., 2ZB at 20 pm,
32B at 2.0 pm., and 4ZB and 2ZA at
3.0 pm. A Half Century of Musical
Comedy, a programme that recalls the
best musical comedies of the past fifty
years, will be heard first from 1ZB.
The. Secret War, the story of the work
of the Polish Underground movement
in sabotaging Germany’s guided missiles
campaign, will be heard from the same
station the following Sunday. Other pro-|
grammes for December 16 will be Thé
Lepers’ Apostle, a histoty of Father
Damien’s work among the lepers on
Molokai Island (2ZA); Farewell Gaiety,
dealing with the now closed Gaiety
Theatre in London (4ZB); You Have
Control, which takes listeners.step by
step through the training of a jet pilot
in the R.AF. (3ZB); and The Case of
Emile Désiré Landru (2ZB), which
deals with the arrest and trial of the
mén who became known as the French
Bluebeard.
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Our friends the stars will bring music and hoppiness
to every bomé this Christmias with favourite record- '
ings on the six !oméqlﬂ brand nomes of H.M.V., ‘
Decca, Regal Zonop'hoﬁc, Parlophone, M.G.M. and
Colt@mbiu!éiﬂiere are‘ symphony orchestras, dance
bands, cfoﬁers and comedians just waiting to make
It a really “Merty Christmas” for your family

o+« 50 choose records as your gift for Decemhber 25th!

When the galaty and excitement of Christmas Eve fades
Into the magic hours of Christmas motning it is then
that dreams come true! Imagine that wonderful
dream of a super, little “'Personal Portable” alt your
own becoming reality . . . imagine the secret wish

for a “Little Nipper” radio for that ‘other’ room

actually fuifilled . . . imagine awaking on

Christmas morning to find one of these H.M.V,
marvels at your §ide — a gift from someone who

knew your understandable w-akneés for the

true quahty and value of an H.M.V. product'

AT YOUR LOCAL H.M.V. DEALER

HEAD OFFICE: HIS MASTER’S VOICE (N 2Z) LTD, BOX 296, WELLINGTON.
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