study of her years as a neglected wife.
the book is not unsuccessful. It is de-
tailed, certainly “educative,” and shows
courage in stopping short before the in-
cidents which won Catherine historical
notoriety, but seems to me to lack any
real creative force.

Yet another cultist book about the
Brontés, I'mmortal Wheat combines a
romanticised Sctional biography with
often provocative accounts of the
Brontés’ novels. Miss Wallace has made
somewhat debatable use of Fanny Ratch-
ford's study of the Bronté juvenilia, but
unfortunately has not also taken advan-
tage of Elsie Harrison's work. She writes
as a devotee. often in that hyperbolic
style which characterises many admirers
of the gifted sisters.

Ben Sowerby's imaginative autobio-
graphy of Peter Pinel, calculatedly plot-
less, tells of a search for inner security
against the compulsion of the second
self. The period, never explicitly stated,
appears to be Victorian, and the style is

“Performance? It was simply incredible!”

skitfully unmodern. Undertones of in- Mr. J: How did your first big trip in the new Sheerline go, Arthur? Good. performance?
sani 8 st h rejects . . . . ) ) | S
ZT:; t:u?rrei""’ L;égrg E;:i: ;I)ria:a::eu nii;orse‘.;JThe Mr.B:  Performance? It was simply incredible Jack. I had no idea outomotive engineering
novel is original. highly self-conscious had been advanced to such o hfgh:”““d.“'do Nor did .1 91'".’91_'”’9 that a big car coild
and rather over-written, but often trans- be handled so effortlessly on winding, hilly roads, I just didn’t know they wers:thazy!
mits a moving intensity of experience. 1 Mr. I: Avd what about the straight stretches? -
am not sure. however, that the “authen- ] o . . :

Mre. B;  Well, they were so thrilling, I was wishing they’d never end. Seemed more like. flying

tic unreality” commended in Siegfried
Sassoon’s preface compensates for a v
sense‘o'f mo.rbxd self-md'ulgence and an Mr. J: Now wait on old man. You don’t expect me to believe that, do you?
uncertain grip on real life. __j C R Mr. B ;

LK . B:

than motoring. AR I' could hear was the wind rushing past and the dashboard clock ticking.

I'll take vou for a spin in the couniry tomorrow end then you'll believe it Yes, it's

SMALL TOWN BOY MAKES GOOD THE cor as far as I'm concerned

THE MAN OF INDEPENDENCE, by Jona-
than Daniels; Gollancz. English price, 18/-.

'I‘HIS is a biography of President Tru-

man. Truman has done an fhonest's |

- e
day's work all his life. whether as farmer, ! th b f .
soldier, business man, county judge (an: e Super -per Ormlng ;f
administrative, not judicial, local body , " N

post), senator and President. T say hon- g
est purposely, because his early links' \

with the corrupt Pendergast machine in ) : T

Kansas City failed to smear him. The “

reflection one draws from this straight- - ) .
*. .. it took those winﬁmg. nilly

forward and mildly tedious book is that .
Truman’s appeal to the American people ro0ds 50 effortessip oo ‘
is based on his closeness to it—in ex-
perience and ability. He is the average
man in the White House and re-warms
the dreams of a million mothers that
their son will grow up and one day be
President. Truman's record as chairman
of the Senate’s Defence Programme
Committee showed that he had above-
average administrative ability and bhe
owed his nomination as Vice-President
to a recognition of this. To get back in
1948 was pure Harry Truman: the aver-
age man and the average voter had the

laugh on the world. ~—David Hall

performance . . . without a murmur, the Sheerline takes the
longest jomrney in its stride . . . trunsforms rough, arduous

travelling into thrillingly smooth, effortless motoring.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
“TTHREE additions to Odham’s Britain
Illustrated series are Pageant of
London, Rural London and The English
Lake District (alt 13-3, through Whit-
combe and Tombs). The London scenes
suffer a little from familiarity: they have
been photographed so often that the:
camera seems to have nothing new to:
say. But the illustrations are linked to-
gether in a satisfying panorama, and in.;

The English Lake District the rural . E "

views—with special attention to the| . Qu I RE "ow ABO“T nEL'“E ny J
Wordsworth country——are full of historic |
and literary suggestion. Another Od-

hams book, 100 Years in Pictures (15/9), . ?m ﬁuy @ Cv M‘ym mtm krn ﬂ”&f//y./

stands on its own. The photography is

Truly a masterpiece of modern engin. er ag, this car .
that bears the famous phrase ... = -

“_ .. straight stretches so thrilling,
{ was wishing they'd never end...”

of a lower standard-—-ipevitably, in the t ot IR £ | ;
earlier scenes-—and the treatment of his- ! . ' Distributors for AUSTIN OF ENGLAND
tory is sketchy. But there is always a! Auckland ' Bgy - " ' " v olsd
13 SRE ' i and : Seabrook Fowlds Ltd, Hawke’s Boy: Anderson and Hansen Ltd. Wellington: Magnus Motors Ltd.
f;ascm;hon in old pictures, and some of - Taranaki: The Farmers’ Co-op. Orgn. Society of N.Z. Ltd. Conterbury & Wesﬂfnd: Dav?d Crozierktd.” '~
:} ;edfantitographs .in this book are full Otago: Austin Motors (Otago) Ltd. Southiand: P.H. Vickery Ltd. o
a. -
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Mile after luxurious mile of silent. power.and incomparables - ...



