or forward, though films have already'!
been discussed as a recreation and may :

vet figure as one of the arts.

Having made these reservations, it is;
proper to emphasise that the new
volume in all other respects appears to -
reach the excellent standards already'

established by the editors. Condensation
does lead occasionally to over-simplifica-
tion (“Political propaganda is almost the
only kind known today™), but in general
the work of summarising has been done
with clarity and precision. —J.M.

QLD AND NEW JAPAN
THE RISE AND FALL OF THE JAPANESE
EMPIRE, by David H. James; Allen and
Unwin, English price, 21.--.
"H1S book contains a mass of material
about Japan's earliest warring clans
and royal households, events leading up
to the war, and the war itself; but its
title is misleading. The accepted histori-
cal record of the clans and eras of the
shogunate may be found in more simpli-
fied form in the Japanese Year Book;
as presented here they become confus-
ing. Mr. James gives us little or nothing
about the vigorous political movements

which were pursued with determination

from the island of Shikoku, and there is
little about social changes, which ad-
mittedly were slow. One'’s faith in the
author is shaken by incorrect details
such as a list of the early fendal castles,
since he seems unaware that most of
those included were destroyed in 1945.
He says that Admiral Yamamoto re-
morsefully crash-dived his aircraft into
the wreckage of a convoy destroyed in
the Bismarck Sea, whereas the Japanese
commander-in-chief was shot down by
an American airman over Bougainville.

Half-way through the book Mr. James

begins to tell his own story, which he

does extremely well, if a little bitterly.
His version of the sad and sorry fall
of Singapore will not please the Aus-

tralians, but it helps to remove the|

doubt and indecision which existed
throughout that campaign. Had Mr.
James confined himself to this personal
account of events, as he experienced
them in action and as a P.O.W., he would
have produced a much more satisfactory
book. But his attitude is not sufficiently
detached. He is obsessed with personal
prejudices, as in his unfair and unin-

formed references to what he terms the
“MacArthur shogunate.” Quotations from ;

the Japanese newspaper Mainichi of Oc-
tober, 1937, which propbetically set out
the present position, in China and Rus-
sia’s attitude and ambitions, supply one
of the more interesting passages from a
book evidently designed to meet any
public interest created during the sign-
ing of a peace treaty. —0.AG.

FORERUNNER OF KAFKA

TALES FROM HOFFMANN, edited by J. M.
Cohen; the Bodley Head. English price, 16/-.

M. COHEN, who translated Don
Quixote in its new Penguin edition,
has collected here five of E. T. A. Hoff-
mann’s major teles. There has been no
new edition of Hoffmann for 50 years,

although his name is a byword for the:

! 40 YEARS Pay while you earn—for peace of mind, comfort on retirement!v

supernatural and the wmacabre, and
Offenbach’s T'ales of Hoffmann is only

one of a number of musical works his:

writings inspired. The tale of mystery
and . imagination was really Hoffmann’s
invention, but by applying the Hoff-
mann formula to themes more in keeping
with his times, Mr. Cohen points out in
his introduction, Edgar Allen Poe was
at least partially responsible for his pre-
decessor’s eclipse.

Hoffmann is even more significant to-
day, Mr. Cohen suggests, as the first of

(continued on page 15)
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How o Reduce i

Varicose Veins

Rub Gently and Upward Toward é
. the Heart, as Blood in Veins:
Flows that Way :

| Many people have given up hope |
because they have heen led to helieve
that there is no remedy that will:
reduce swollen veins. ‘

If yvou will get a two-ounce original -
" hottle of Moone’s Emerald Qil (full:
strength) at uany chemist's and apply
it night and morning as directed, you :
will quickly notice an improvement !
which will continue until the veins are ’
reduced to normal. i

Moone’s Emerald OQil is a harmless, :
yet most powerful, germicide, s0 a
bottle lasts a very long time. Satis-f
faction is guaranteed—or your money :
back,

CLINTON-WILLIAMS PTY. LTD.,
33 Great South Road. Otahuhu.

W ISFULL
OF KICKS

and ha’pence,
Still, 2 man may smile
Even when misfortune hits him,
As it must awhile.
Balanced up, & man is happy
When his health’s secure.
Next time you’ve 2 colds old chapple,.
Woods' Great Peppermint Cuxe.

The time-tested remedy for COUGHS and GOLDS

ODS ffect peppeamnt CURE.

W. E. WOODS, LTD., 326 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON,

OF DEPENDABLE

SERYICE

I’'M TAKING OUT A

GOVERNMENT LIFE
INSURANCE POLICY v

When you stop work, you stop paying—that is the
essence of the outstanding Government Life Assur-
ance Policy with Limited Premiums. In this way
you ensure full protection for your wife and family,
knowing alse, that there will be no payments to
make after you have retired. ’

GOVERNMENT LIFE INsURANCE OFFICE:“

The only New Zcaland Mutual Life Insurance Office — Established for the benefit of New Zealanders,

life.

must be expensive ?

of income tax on premiums.

If you are a family man on an average income,

—and premium payments are essily within your
reach. But the soconer you act, the less the cost.
Get full information immediately from your nearest
Government Life Branch.

How do you mean—Limited

' Premiums? -
\\ % When I retire, the payments

finish but the policy gives me in-
creasing cover for the rest of my

% That's a sound idea, but it

+ Notatall. For a young man like
vourself the cost is really light —
made lighter still by the rebate

this policy gives exactly the protection you need
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