PETER LLEWELLYN'S TALKS

Sir,—-Seldom have I listened to such
irresponsible talk ag that delivered by
Peter Llewellyn on Sunday, July 15,
over 2ZB. His confession of laziness
gave one “key"” to the somewhat poor
outlook which he displayed. Of course,
the other key to this ‘“essay” is the
journalist’s urge to give expression to
some new and different idea.

I would say that among any group
of men engaged in work of any sort,
whether it is a skilled craft or com-
paratively unskilled Jlabour, I have
always found men who find satisfaction
in doing a day’s work and in seeing
some tangible result of their labour,
skilled or what is classed as unskilled.
Here I wouid point out to Mr. Llewel-
lyn that there is no such thing as pure
unskilled labour. The days of the tread-
mill are over. If any man thinks that
pick and shovel work, for instance, is
unskilled, let him work for a while
elongside one of the old hands on, say,
a job of drain laying. He will find that
the old hand is constantly using his
knowledge and experience to make his
efforts more effective and he will very
quickly show that there is more in lab-
ouring than meets the eye, And if he
will spend some time with the men who
make and work in the holes in our
streets he will find that they are apply-
ing knowledge and experience of no
small degree.

It seems that there is a high percent-
age of idealists in the population of New
Zealand, but unfortunately they some-
times pursue ideals which are incom-
patible. One of them wants the power
poles abolished from every street while
another says that we should not employ
men on such tedioug jobs as laying
cables. None of them wishes to go back
to the bush and they all appreciate the
benefits of modern sanitation, yet Mr.
Llewellyn says we should reserve such
jobs as drain-laying for the criminals. It
seems that we shall require a high per-
centage of criminals to make Utopia a
possibility.

To suggest that men should refuse
to do such work and so force the “back
room” boys miraculously to produce a
machine for the purpose shows a lament-
able lack of understanding.

A.G.P.H. (Wellington).

AUSTRALIAN-N.Z. VERSE

Sir,—In his review of A Book of Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Verse, James
Bertram writes of “the fourth edition
now making its belated appearance over
the editor’s dateline of April, 1949.”
Unfortunately, belatedness is a common
and widespread condition of publishing
thess days. In addition to delays inci-
dental to the business, there are indus-
trial and economic factors special to
this time, over which publishers have no
control. This liability to long delay is
well known in the trade and among in-
terested persons outside it. Such lapses
of time between handing in a script and

. publication may affect the reader’s judg-

ment of author or editor. New poets
swim intoc our ken and others develop
their talent. Two New Zealand poets
who have attracted an unusual amount
of attention in the last two years pub-
lished their first volumes in 1949 and
1950 respectively, after I had made my
choice for the New Zealand section of
the anthology. One of them is on Mr.
Bertram’s list of poets whose absence
he criticises. I could cite other facts
bearing on these names. The other day
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a friend told me he had taken up a new
book on the English theatre, and im-
mediately looked for what it had to
say about Christopher Fry. There was
no mention of him. My friend con-
cluded that the book had gone to the
publisher before Christopher Fry made
his recent spectacular entry into fame.
Finally, Mr. Bertram's reference to
“contemporary women poets” may lead
some readers to conclude that I have
omitted Eijleen Duggan. This is not so.
" ALAN MULGAN (Wellington).

THE MYSTERIOUS UNIVERSE

Sir,—It is regrettable that you saw
fit to conclude an otherwise thoughtful
editorial, “The Mysterious Universe,”
with a comparison between “the patient
investigations of science” and “the in-
spired guesses of religious thinkers” in
connection with the nature and destiny
of man and the origin of the universe.
The comparison is so obviously one-eyed
that it lays you open to a charge of
materialistic bias.

The patient investigations of religious
thinkers such as Thomas Aquinas would
rather more than hold their own with
some of the inspired guesses of modern
scientists, including those of Mr. Hayle.
Indeed, if the ultimate nature of man
belongs to a world beyond the world of
matter, as you suggest in saying that
man “through consciousnesg . . . receives
the muted pulse of a creativeness out-
side the nebulse,” then such questions
are far more properly the field of trained
theologians than of new cosmologists
with a persuasive delivery before the
microphone. EX NIHIL (Huntly).

THE CAVE DRAWINGS

Sir,—It seems that the formation of a
National Trust in New Zealand is over-
due. Mr. Schoon’s letters to The Listener
indicate the urgent need for official pro-
tection of cave drawings in both islands.
Mr. D. MacMillan in The Press of June
16 writes of the neglect and decay of
Samuel Butler’s hut at Mesopotamia.
Some years ago in Wellington I followed
many blind alleys before locating the
Karori home of Katherine Mansfield.
We have a miscellany of irreplaceable
legacies, each year increasing in value,
which we could add to the world’s store-
house. The cost would be chiefly the
effort of recognising the expert’s know-
ledge of his subject

PHYLLIS CAMPBELL
(Christchurch).

THE VOICE OF AMERICA

Sir,—I have read with mixed feelings
the article entitled “The Voice of
America” in The Listener of June 29.
To me it seems to be either very inept
or else a dangerous form of propaganda.

The introduction claims that the page
“records . . . the significant fact . . .
that democracy in these United States
is still of the people and by the people,”
yet there is no attempt to evaluate the
interesting quotations, expressing often
the laudable sentiments of individuals,
with the political history of the United
States. )

The introduction also claims that the
war which began 175 years ago was to
determine whether & nation “dedicated
to the proposition that all imen are
created equal” could endure, I should
like to qQuote from C. M. Andrews,
Farnam Professor of History in Yale
University, in The Colonial Background

of the American Revolution: “The col-
onists were not contending for democ-
racy, popular government or universal
suffrage. . . The War of Independence
was not fought to make even America
safe for democracy. With independence
won democracy would come in America’s
own good time, just as it would have
come had the colonies remained at-
tached to Great Britain,” )

Returning to the. article, I have long
fallowed :the advice it contains, and “nor
trust the editorials in picture weeklies”
nor those in any other publication.

G. F. T. JONES (Auckiand), =

THE WRONG BLOCK

Sir,~—Just a small point I would like
elucidated for my own interest. Is pot
the photograph, supposedly of Bartbk;
in Frederick Page’s article in the Jufy

though only indirectly—and so have
every right to hear the tune, all of it.

‘Might I add that while I regard the
jolly, free-and-easy friendliness prevail-
ing between “Master” and “Kids” as all
to the good, I think a little more re-
spect for the position of each would
make it better? Apart from one's own
entertainment, one is not happy at the

..thought of the impressions that may, on

a particularly care-free night among the
“Kids,” be gathered by passing-through
listeners. AUCKLAND LISTENER.

- STRANGE PARADISE

Sir,—Although the discontent of new
settlers with the way of life in New
Zealand .seems to be: elaborately dis-

. cussed in the article “Strange Paradise,”
1 think Mr. Benda has missed s very

6 issue, actually one of Ernest Bloch?

H. R. THOMPSON (Auckland).
(Yes.—Ed.) co

QUIZ KIDS

Sir,—On a recent Friday the Quiz
Kids were awarded the jack-pot of £20.
For this large prize should not these
children have to give almost 100 per
cent correct answers to the set of ques-
tions put to them? I give below four
questions from the session, the answers
to which the youngsters definitely did
not know. L

(1) The date of Joan of Arc’s death.
The first guess was 1500 and something,
the next 1600 and something, then came
1700 and something, and then (after a
hint from the Q.M. that they were on
the wrong track) they started back at
1400 and something. The date being
1431, the Q.M. let them through on this.

(2) The date of the first Olympic
Games. Again the first guess was 400
B.C,, then 500 B.C., 600 B.C., and lastly
700 B.C. Pure guessing, yet again they
were let through.

(3) The meaning of schizophrenia.
Their answers showed that they had not
the least idea what it meant, which
was not surprising—it was a hard one
for youngsters—and the nearest one of
them got was that it had “something to

do with dreams.” Although this was a.
long way from ,the.meaniqg, which is”

“split ~personality,”
through.
(4) The meaning of surcingle and

- they | were

let .

crupper. They got “surcingle” but only:

got “crupper” after a broad hint from
the Q.M. :

This is an interesting session, but is
it not giving these children an inflated
idea of the wvalue of their intelligence

to award so lérge a prize for & display .

of general knowledge ‘such as this? No
school . examiner would “let them

through” of answers so wide of the,

mark. - H.T. (Chridtélﬁ;ch). :

Sir,—Would it be too much;to ask
that a little friendly advice be’ offered
our Quiz Kids on the real importance
of clear and distinct speech on their
part? . :

As a New Zealander one is naturally
pleased and proud at their many dis-
plays of brightness and cleverness, but
too often disappointed-—and ~ even
shocked-—at their lack: .qf, congideration
for listeners. Youngstém¥': sé* bright

.

should need no more than a gentle re--
minder that.they gre p ﬁ&l y enterd .
tainers of large éﬂd&nce \ af%re h:st- ‘

eners help to pay the pipers—even

important. point. Most of  the” foreign
immigrants to. this country—particularly
those who become the “displeased” per-
sons—corhe from towns ih Europe, New
Zgaland, because of the smaliness of its
population (not its territory, though),
and because of its geographic situation,
can only assume a place in relation to
the rest of the world which any provin.
.cial town in any other country can
assume in relation to its respective capi-~

ital-city. But there are, of course, many
‘people who are quite happy to live “in
.the country,” particularly if it js @

beautiful country like New Zealand.
E.B.S. (Waellington).

AFTERNOON PROGRAMMES

Sir,—As one who has been without
an effective radio for two years (and
therefore comparatively fresh to radio
listening) I meant to write this morn-
ing an appreciative letter to the pro-
gramme organisers via your columns.
The past week or so has afforded me
much interesting listening - as .many
facts and facets of life and living have
been presented interspersed with quite
a large amount of glorious as well as
“common garden variety” music. Which
surely meang that the.organisers are try-
ing to cater for all Kinds of listeners,
But we are slower at litting ‘our pens to
praige then to ‘bléme (pefHaps a good
thing, t00), and 1igen't fhink I would
have written at all if it were not that
my old grouse comes to life once again
this afternoon.: - -

Why, . oh; -why; must there -be* that
dead pateh' in-the- afternoons-when the
broagcast to s¢hools, comes ong It would
not ‘mattays ifs ;the. Sidiuly 'y
switch to § e?l th?‘ Y e
lief, but What does {m always find?—
Aunt Jenny’s Real Life, Steriop, a sac-
charine monstrosity in ;my opinion, and
quite unendurable, . It . prebably: has ‘a

Jarge fallowing of listeners, but. in my

opinion it should be staggered -over the

. four» ZB stations., In any- ¢ase; ‘as one

car’t always-be sitting- bis the ‘fadio or
carrying ‘it with you, music should be
available from some station, or other
at -all times; but if this is tea. much to
ask, the above small adjustment would
bring relief to what must surly be as
large a section of listeners as {He “Aunt
Jenny” variety., 5%

:1 notice a marked.improvement in the
standard of programmes after two years,
afid’ NZBS productions ‘in ‘particular
hava shown progress,; But I hepe to see
evehk mgore ,improvement —the field is
Jimitless! '

MUSIC LOVER {(Morrinsvile).



