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@ piece of Victorian vulgarity about
somebody’s herbs and pickles.
While we played with the idea that
some German organ grinder had in-
vented the juke-box and could only sellit in New Zealand, we learned that the
Polyphon was not alone in Christchurch.
Its companion was, indeed, installed in
a more comfortable heme where it was
regularly polished and admired.
This turned out to be the bar of
the Occidental Hotel. Cast iron lamp-
posts with electric light bulbs where
gas lamps used to flare, elaborate win-
dow etchings for no longer existent
brands of liquor, imitation cast iron
Versailles mirrors, horse hair sofas and
rows of little empty glass barrels that
once held fine brands of whisky and
brandy. But city business men, drink-
ing, cared more for race results than"The Blue Danube" on an old organ.It had not been wound up these ten
years.
So the New Brighton Polyphon, as we
decided to call this piece of sociological
research, was perhaps in better shape
after all, still playing, and with the
other machines.
Among the other machines there was
the "Great American Character Reader"
from the Chicago exhibition of 1908
(your character and disposition correctly
calculated by an eminent Mexican
phrenologist); there was the "Automatic
Astrologer," "Lovers’ Letters," the "Grip
Tester" (with occupational ratings from
the lusty wrenching of boilermakers and
wagoners to the dainty squeeze of the
typists); and a contrivance known as "a
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medical battery." All rusty, but still
doing business.
OR twopence we clanked through the
turnstile on to the pier-a shivery
old pile of timber, with four. fishermen
on a verandah-like extension that quiv-
ered each time the Pacific Ocean hit
it; seagulls and the carvings and inscrip-
tions of generations of lovers and small
boys.
Looking back along the old pier we
could see something of the gap between
the two centuries, There was no band
playing Gilbert and Sullivan, only a
wireless set rasping while four members
of a religious society with a harmonium
spoke about sin and cigarettes to two
dogs and three old men sitting on a
bench in the sun.
And the Sunday afternoon crowd?
Not promenading on the pier, listening
to the Polyphon and having their for-
tunes told? We saw what had happened.
Battalions of motor-cars lined along an
empty section on the foreshore where
once there used to be a merry-go-roundand a miniature steam train. Inside
these cars sat the same Sunday crowd
now all split up into atoms, each one
peering bleakly out on to an empty
beach, not stirring; the cars like black
beetles on a dead log,
We came away a little disappointed.
More than the crowds were lacking.
What had happened to the Victorian set-
piece of risqué entertainment? As chil-
dren we remembered it. Now it was the
thing we most wanted to enjoy.
"What the Butler Saw." Why had it
been removed? Was it too naughty, too
daring, for the authorities of a post-war
world to allow as popular amusement?
Had it been de-registered, perhaps sent
back to Wellington and censored? .

Ah! Of course. That was it. Thereit would be now. In the film censor’s
office. On a shelf, with a little black
curtain over it. .

CUMBOOTS? GOLOSHES? RAINETTES?

Badiied' Rainertes {worvOverbootsoper
Gumbooiz (MORnOvERCUBANshoes) OrSippersshoes)

7
|letters|
66

Childmemz Chiedx
Gumboots Goloshes ((aBouueeBlueOrRed)' vNk

~YOU'LL GET THEM AT PARA
Para Rubber Co. Ltd,, corner Cashel and Manchester Streets, Christchurch:

Branches throughout New Zealand_

dandruff _Youjust
cant ignore it!

Dandruff can't be kept secret, but it can be
checked quickly. UseSilvikrinHairFood:
Silvikrincleansesand tones up thescalp checks
dandruffandfallinghair helpsrestoreyourhairto
new vigorous health: For severe dandruff and
lossofhairuse PureSilvikrin. Asadailydressing
use SilvikrinHair TonicLotion;or, fordry,heads,the new Silvikrin Hair Tonic Lotion with Oil:

TAKECAREOFYOURHAIRWITH
HAIRCREAMSILVIFIX men.Non-forSell grooreedhairsmartSikvikrinHAIR FOOD anasynunrufiled"Silviarin
day long:

ContainsPure

ManufacturedinNewZealandfofSilvikrinLaboratories,London;bySalmondandSpraggonLtd;,2CustomhouiseQuayWellingtona 12.6


