
farming of such a kind that the land
was impoverished, and after that, sheep-
farming with recognition that the land
must be fed. Mr. Mayhew has done an
immense amount of research for this
book, and tells the story in great de-
tail. In any local history there must be
some matter that is of purely local in-
terest. Here the proportion is some-
what excessive. Long strings of names

i

of persons in all
spheres become
dull, at any rate to
the outsider, How
ever, in the record
of the growth of
local institutions,
there are patches of
real general inter
est, such as edi

torials in the local press, so reminiscent
of Mark Twain’s "Journalism in Ten-
nessee," and the account of that re-
markable head of the Lawrence District
High School, John Stenhouse, who, in
a declining mining town, "drove,
pushed, . flogged, and frightened" so
many children through examinations
into the public service. Quite apart from
the roaring days of the rushes, the
student of social history will find much
of value in the life of this country com-
munity, where’ the average of wealth has
been moderate, but that of industry
high. The ‘illustrations are many and
excellent. A.M.
THE BETTER SELF
THE MAN WHO MADE FRIENDS WITH
HIMSELF, by Christopher Morley; Faber
and Faber, London. English price, 10/6.
HRISTOPHER MORLEY writes his
own kind of novel, and is so cheer-
ful about it that the critic is disarmed.
The man who needs his own friendship
is a literary agent, a little disturbed by
phantoms, and conveniently in love with
a female psychiatrist. Fantasy en-
croaches so deeply. that Richard Tol-
man is able to describe the search for
his Better Self up to the moment when
he dies while trying to rescue a friend
fron: a burning restaurant. This is a
remarkable feat of authorship: the long
chapter which ends with the fire must
have been written, and the manuscript
left in a. safe place, all in a matter of
seconds. But such criticism may be in-
effectual against a novel which is most
of all a sustained meditation, sprinkled
with quotations (and deliberate mis-
quotations) fror..‘ authors classical and
modern, } . Morley sets out to enjoy
himself; and readers who do not ob-
ject o knowing exactly where they are,
or what they are expected to believe,
may still find it possible to enjoy the
literary and amorous gossip. H.
IRISH FISHERMEN
THE NORWAYMAN, by Joseph O’Connor;
Faber and Faber. English price, 10/6.
HIS is a romantic tale of the poor
fisher-folk of the Atlantic Coast who
pass their primitive lives in an idyll of
hard work, hard drinking, hard love
making, and the unaffected intellectual
pleasures of children. A sailor is ship
wrecked on the island home ‘of the
newly-wed Macks, and the stage is set
for a picture of Irish village life that
has the ring of truth about it. The
author has pathos, charm, humour, and
vitality, but he was stuck this time for
a good ending. A weakness for whimsy
and for writing down to his readers may
not lessen his .work’s popularity, but
they certainly lower its artistic pre
tensions. P.J.W.

NEW BOOKS
THEGREEN BERET, Hilary StaGeorge,15/-
PEPYS; THE SAVIOUROF THE NAVY
Arthur Bryant 15/-
THE TWO IMPOSTORS, Daniel Vare,

18/-.
MENOFSTONES, RexWarner 9/
THE BEST OF ERNEST THOMPSON
SETON 12/6.
DR DOLITTLE AND THE SECRET
LAKE, Hugh Lofting 10/6.
FROM CAVE PAINTING To COMIC
STRIP, Lancelot Hogben 21/-.
PAUL'S BOOK ARCADE
Ltd,
HAMILTON:

HOME SEWERS!
Convert your Hand Or Treadle
Machine to an ALL-ELECTRIC
FOR ONLY E6 Completel

One of these high grade English Motors 1S theanswer Easily and quickly itted to any machine!
Supplied complete with Needle Light, Flex andVariable Speed Foot Control: Fitted with RadioInterference suppressor E6
Limited stocks SO call or mail your order

TO-DAY!

JOHN BURNS & Co. LTD.
Customs Street Ej Auckland. Phone 32-885

COLUMBUS 66DOVER99
New Zealand' $ finest low priced
radiogram andevenmore notable
for its perfection inperformance;
Dover not onlypossesses a highly
efficient 5-valve broadcast radio
unit but also that exclusive
Columbus feature the newFULL
RANGE FEATHER WEIGHT
PICK-UP

coluleus Price E39/10/-
0r convenient purchase terms

On sale throughoutNewZealandandUm
conditionally guaranteed for 12 months

COLUMBUSYourfavourite tunesand thelatest hitsarealways
availableat any

COLUMBUSRADIO CENTRE RAD0
Look for these labels PRODUCT OF RADIO CORPORATION OF

NEW ZEALAND LIMiTEDTEMPO5TASMAN TANZA


