farming of such a kind that the land ‘
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local institutions,

there are patches of
real general inter-
est, such as edi-
torials in the local press, so reminiscent
of Mark Twain’s “Journalism in Ten-
nessee,” and thr account of that re-
markable head of the Lawrence District
High School, John Stenhouse, who, n
a declining mining town, “drove,
pushed, flogged, and frightened” so
many children through examinations
into the public service. Quite apart from
the roaring days of the rushes, the
student of social history witl find much
of value in the life of this country com-
munity, where the average of wealth has
been moderate, but that of industry
high. The ‘illustrations are many and

excellent. —AM.
THE BETTER SELF

THE MAN WHO MADE FRIENDS WITH
HIMSELF, by Christopher Morley; Faber
and Faber, London. English price, 10/6.
HRISTOPHER MORLEY writes his

own kind of novel, and is so cheer-
ful about it that the critic is disarmed.

The man who needs his own friendship

is a literary agent, a little disturbed by

phantoms, and conveniently in love with

a female psychiatrist. Fantasy en-

croaches so deeply that Richard Tol-

man is able to describe the search for
his Better Self up to the moment when
he dies while trying to rescue a friend

fror.. a burning restaurant. This is a

remarkable feat of authorship: the long

chapter which ends with the fire must
have been written. and the manuscript
left in a safe place, all in a matter of
seconds. But such criticism may be in-
effectual against a novel which is most
of all a sustained meditation, sprinkled
with quotations (and deliberate mis-
quotations) fror. 'authors classical and
modern. » . Morley sets out to enjoy
himself; and readers who do not ob-
ject ‘o knowing exactly where they are,
or what they are expected to believe,
may still find it possible to enjoy the
litersry and amorotts gossip. H

IRISH FISHERMEN

THE NORWAYMAN, by Joseph O’Connor;
Faber and Faber. English price, 10/6,
HIS is a romantic tale of the poor
fisher-folk of the Atlantic Coast who

pass their primitive lives in an idyll of

hard work, hard drinking, hard love-
making, and the unaffected intellectual
pleasures of children. A sailor is ship-
wrecked on the istand home 'of the
newly-wed Macks, and the stage is set
for a picture of Irish village life that
has the ring of truth about it. The
author has pathos, charm, humour, and
vitality, but he was stuck this time for
a good ending. A weakness for whimsy

and for writing down to his readers may’

not lessen his .work’s popularity, but
they certainly lower its artistic pre-

tensions. —PJIW
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Your favourite tunes and the latest hits are always
available at any
COLUMBUS RADIO CENTRE
Look for these labels
TEMPO — TASMAN — TANZA

COLUMBUS “DOVER?>

New Zealand’s finest low priced
radiogram and even more notable
for its perfection in performances
Dover not oniy possesses a highly
efficient 5-vdlve broadcast radio
umt but also that exclusive
Columbus feature the new FULL
RANGE FEATHER WEIGHT

_ PICK-UP,

Price £39/10/-
or convenient purchase terms.

On sale throughout New Zealand and um
conditionally guaranieed for 12 .months

.

_ PRODUCT OF RADIO CORPORATION OF

NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
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