Personal Column

ALAN MULGAN KNOWS

OUR H

FEW days ago Alan Mul-
gan rounded oft fifty years

of journalism in New Zea-
land. In that time he has not been
continuously with newspapers, but
he has never ceased to write for
them, and he has also found energy for
the writing of books. He is a valued con-
tributor to The Listener, and for many
years Lis articles under the pen name
of “Cyrano” have been a weekly feature
of The Auckland Star, a paper of which
he was once Literary Editor. The con-
nection between journalism and broad-
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'[ HIS is the first of a series of

personal skeftches of people
who have become widely known
in broadcasting.

livery which allows him te get immedi-
ately into touch with listeners; he may
have an attractive voise which gives "
colour and life to the material that is .
being used, even when it is not intrinsi- :
cally valuable; or he may have know-
ledge and experience, and facility of ex-
The ideal, of course—rarely
found—is the combina-
tion of knowledge, per-
sonality, and & voice
which comes warmly and
agreeably through the
microphone. Alan Mul-:
gan is effective because
he brings to broadcasting
the special equipment of .
a writer and journalist.

pression.

Even for a member of |
a profession where curi-
osity is rated highly, his
interests are unusually
wide. He has written
history, essays, poetry !
and a novel. Few men !
know more than he of ;
the wider background of |
our history which takes
in people and customs
and ways of living as well
as political and economic
facts. He is learned in!
cricket, and he has an |
islander’s  interest in |
ships. His memory holds
tenaciously to what xtl
receives, so that on/
almost any subject heé
can be interesting; and |
in most cases he will
have an anecdote to !
round off the story. Jour- :
nalism. has taught him to |

‘casting, indicated by the number of
people . who have moved without diffi-
culty from one to the other, is especi-
ally noticeable in Mr. Mulgan’s career.

His work for radio began in 1935,
when he became the first Supervisor of
Talks for the Broadcasting Service,
which was then under board controlj but
he did not become widely known as a
broadcaster until he retired from that
position a little more than three .years
ago. Much notice was taken of his auto-
biographical series, ~The Making of a
New Zealander, now being expanded for
publication as a book. He has also done
a great deal of other work that has not
brought him directly to the microphone.
It may not he generally known that he
collaborates with Dr. G. H. Scholefield
in preparing the daily feature from
Stations 2YA and 2YC, Today in New
Zealand History. '

A broadcaster may be successful for
different rebsons. He may have an in-
teresting personality and an easy de-

be careful of facts; !
authorship has carried him beyond facts
(although never out of their reach) into
imaginative writing; and his ability and |
training are supported by a capacity for
Nard work.

At a time of life when most men are
looking for Teisure, he sits down in his
house at York Bay (with the harbour
against his window) and scribbles indus=
triously in handwriting which only two or
three people can decipher. He is to be
seen in the streets of Wellington, & tall
man leaning into the wind, his hat a!
little battered after many encounters
with gusty corners, and in his hand an®]
attache ¢ase which is invariably full of
books. As likely as not, he is making for
one of the buildings i which the NZBS
keeps its various depaltments. And the
next instalment of Today in New Zea-
land History may be on its way to the

microphone.
~M.H.H,

N.Z. LISTENER, JANUARY 27, 1950,
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WOMEN AND GIRLS
For that Nursing Career...

Train as a

PSYGHIATRIC NURSE

There are vacancies for Nurses at the following Hospitals:

NORTH ISLAND

Auckland Mental Hospital.

Kingseat Hospital, Papakura.
Raventhorpe Hospital, Bombay,

Tokanui Hospital, Te Awamutu.

Porirua Hospital (near
ington).

Well-

SOUTH ISLAND

Nelson Mental Hospital.
Seaview Hospital, Hokitika,

Sunnyside  Hospital, Christ-
church.
Seacliff Hospital (near Dune-

din).

PAY: Commencing at £4/8/- per week, after payment of tax, and
with board, lodging and uniforms provided.

LEAVE: Two months per annum in addition to days off.
TRAINING: Full course of training is given for Registration as s

Psychiatriec Nurse.

HOW TO APPLY: If you are near to one of these Hospltals, call and
see the Matron or write to the Medical Superintendent of one

of the Hospitals,
and conditions.

They will be pleased to explain the work.
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ON SHOW

1850 brings you “ Camille,” by
Strand, in soft, lustrous leather,
a handsome gilt figured
Indeed a lovely hand-
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STRAND BAG CO. LTD.
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