New Zealanders Phyl Wardell has re-
duced it from more than 20 short
episodes to seven long ones. The story
is to be published in book form next

year.
*

AT a rehearsal in Wellington a couple

of weeks back, William Herbert was
chuckling about a conversation he hap-
pened to overhear at breakfast the
morning before, He took great delight in
sharing the story with Janetta McStay,
and also with The Listener. It opened
sumething like this: “Went along to
the Concert Chamber last
night to hear that tenor
fellow: but by a strange
quirk of fate I found myself in the main
hall listening to the Luton Girls’ Choir.
And P'm verv glad I did. You can hear
a tenor anytime, but it's not often you
get a chance to hear a choir of girls
fike that.”

Wiltliam Herbert’'s New Zealand tour
followed a very full Australian one, s0
the first questions that came to mind
were about the precautions he might
take to withstand the strain of concerts
night after night, and his way of looking
after his voice. Both were answered very
simply. “I never worry about my voice,
it seems to take care of itself. The great
thing, however, is knowing how to re-
lax. After three or four concerts in as
many days, the first, say, in London, the
second in Amsterdam, the third in
Liverpool, with a 12.10 a.m. train to
catch back to London afterwards for a
BBC broadcast—I've had to catch that
train more times than I care to remem-
ber—it’s essential that you stretch out
somewhere and relax completely.” When
time allows, Mr Herbert has a way of
relaxing that is of strictly limited appeal
—he likes cutting grass, “At my home
in Surrey I have two beautiful lawns,
and during the summer months when,
apart from choir festivals and a few
short tours, there are only the Edin-
burgh Festival and Proms at the Albert
Hall, T usually manage to spend quite
a bit of time looking after them.” He
elso enjoys a game of golf, though he
doesn’t bother to carry clubs around on
tour.’

Mr Herbert mentioned that during
his stay in Wellington a friend had taken
him for a drive into the hills. There
was a radio in the car, and they were
able to pick up the first part of a con-
cert held a few days earlier when he
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had sung with the National Orchestra.
“Although I knew at the time they were
playing magnificently, it was not until
we lweard that broadcast that I realised
just how good they were. Really first-
class.”

Just before leaving England for his
Australian tour, Mr Herbert received
a cable from the ABC asking if he would
sing Stravinsky’s Oedipus Rex in Syd-
ney under Nicolai Malko. “I had never
seen the work and no copy was immedi-
ately available, but after a brief hesita-

tion I cabled back saying I would do
it. When 1 finally did study the score
I was astounded to see what it involved.
However the difficulties fell into place
fairly quickly and the performance was
a success. A few weeks later, in Ade-
laide, T met Malko again and I told him
how much I had enjoyed working
under him, adding that I had been in-
vited to sing Oedipus in Copenhagen
next January., To my surprise he
beamed, put out his hand and said:
‘Good. 1 am conducting.””

THE WORLD'S BIGGEST
SONG HITS
*

OPEN YOUR PIANO
and PLAY THESE SONGS

LIVING DOLL 3/-

BROKEN-HEARTED
MELODY 3/-

HERE COMES SUMMER 3/-
RAGTIME COWBOY JOE 3/-
LAVENDER BLUE 3/-
KANSAS CITY 3/-

SWEETER THAN YOU 3/-
ENCHANTED 3/-
JUST A LITTLE TOO MUCH 3/-

! WANT TO WALK YOU HOME 3/-
GOODBYE, JIMMY, GOODBYE 3/-

LA PLUME DE MA TANTE (THE PEN OF
MY AUNT) 3/-
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