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Film Reviews, by F.A.J.

IN THE FRENCH WAY
ARE WE ALL MURDERERS?
(U.G.C.-Jolly Film) R: 16 and over
F I Want to Live didn’t persuade you
that the gas chamber-and the hang-
man’s rope-should be no part of the
penal system of a civilised community,
your nesves should be steady enough
to consider a French point of view in
Are We All Murderers? Unlike some
earlier films, this one isn’t concerned
only with the fundamental argument
that every human being is sacred and
irreplaceable-though a young prison
chaplain in the film takes his stand in
just these words, and the way to the
suillotine is shown to be as shocking as
the way to the scaffold
or the gas chamber. Are
We All Murderers? is
rather more interested
in what makes a mur-
derer the sort of man he
is, and in our common
responsibility, as mem-
bers of the same com-
munity, for the condi-
tions which produced
him. I don’t think any-
one could fail to see the
point in the story of Le
Guen, the central char-
acter in the story, who
was turned into a crazy
killer by the horrors of
life as a "hero" in the
wartime underground.
Now don’t get away with
the idea that this is just a
mropavanda piece against
the death penalty. No doubt it was made
partly for that reason, for its director,
André Cayatte, has shown himself be-
fore, in Justice est Faite, to be a man
with a troubled conscience where the
merciless law is concerned. But this is
a story with considerable human inter-
est right from its stark, moving opening
shots of the desperate struggle of the
underprivileged to keep alive in
occupied France. Marcel Mouloudji por-
trays well the corruption of Le Guen,and there are some interesting second-
ary characters-his young brother, his
mother, his prostitute sister.
Look then-the film seems to say-
at society’s way of dealing with those
not tough enough to survive unscathed-in particular, Le Guen. So the setting
changes to a prison-to a condemned
cell where three men, handcuffed by
night, wait for the warders who before
dawn some morning will creep in
stockinged feet to the door of their cell,
fling it open and pounce on anothervictim for the guillotine. Some of these
scenes are as shocking in their inhuman-
ity as anything I have seen-the more
so since one supposes they are baséd on
recent practice in French prisons-and
it’s a relief to hear a faint note of hope
and. compassion at the end of the film.
Are We All Murderers? is not for the
squeamish; but it is powerful cinema
with a strong social conscience.

THE TUNNEL OF LOVE
(M.G.M.-Joseph Fields) A Cert,
ENE KELLY is one of the most
likeable people in films today, andit was good to find when he made The
Happy Road that as a directo? he has
the same light touch that distinguishes
his acting. Now he has done it again,
for The Tunnel of Love is the most
agreeable comedy I have seen for sometime-it really made me laugh. PeterVeiee-I’va_been re-reading some of

his short pieces with great enjoyment-has a real feeling for man-wife rela-
tions of a not too solemn kind, and
this film is based on his novel about a
couple who plan to adopt a baby be-
cause they seem unable to have one
of their own. Then one night the usually
devoted husband goes off with the
attractive investigator (Gia Scala)

from the adoption
agency, and it begins to
look as if their childless
state isn’t his fault ...
My complaint about
this film is that it de-
pends a bit on coincid-
ence and has what looks
too much like a

_
trick

ending. Still, this didn’t
really spoil it for me.
Doris Day and Richard
Widmark are thoroughly
likeable as the couple,
and Gig Young turns in
a good performance as a
neighbour who gives his
wife a baby every year
but still finds time to play
the field-there’s a touch
of the ham at times, but

smugness are deligntrul,
Also a joy is Elizabeth Wilson as a second
investigator. The Tunnel of Love has
well-handled comic situations and witty
and amusing lines. I especially liked the
neighbour’s advice to the husband in-
clined to turn and face the consequences
of his infidelity: "When Daniel got out
of the lions’ den he didn’t go back for
his hat."

MARCEL MOULOUDJI
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THE MAN WHO UNDER
STOOD WOMEN
(20th Century-Fox) Y Cert.

THRE MAN WHO UNDERSTOODWOMEN is one of those films which
are quite entertaining at the time with-
out carrying you away very much and
which later fade away and leave you
wondering why. In this case I suspect
that something rather better might have
been done with the material; bits of
‘dialogue and characterisation suggest a
promise which isn’t quite fulfilled. I
suspect too that Romain Gary’s The
Colours of the Day, on which it is based,
might have had a more consistent mood
than the film, which veers a little un-
easily between tragedy and comedy. This
is disappointing when the leading players
are so good-Leslie Caron and Henry
Fonda. She’s an actress and he’s a film
director, Willi Bauche, and for a change
he’s the one who’s bewitched by the
movies while all she wants is love. Can
he give it to her? Well, if I dithered
about, more interested in making my
wife immortal on celluloid than in going
to bed with her at the right time, I'd
expect her to run away with a French-
man-which is what Willi’s wife does.
Directed by Nunnally Johnson, this film
is as glossy as you’d expect. But un-
deniably it has some appeal-some
touching love scenes, for instance, and
good playing all round.


