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Yesterday morning I cage-trapped and
shot an opossum, and as I wanted the
carcase for my dog I hung it up in a
lucerne tree. Today, twenty-seven hours
later, when I went to skin the dead

animal i was hor-
rifled to see a
bare arm waving

weakly from the pouch like the limb
of a fiddler crab. I had not noticed yes-
terday that the opossum was a female,
and if I had noticed its sex it would
not have occurred to me to examine the
pouch. But there today was this still
living young thing, three or four inches
long, hairless and squirming, more than
twenty-four hours after a bullet had
shattered the brain of the mother.

What had ‘kept it alive
all that time I don’t
know. Perhaps stored up
nourishment in its tiny
but completely formed
body. Perhaps a _ suffi-cient supply of secreted
milk’ to sustain it after
its mother had died.
Doctors have now and
again saved the life of
a human baby taken
from a dead mother.
Veterinary surgeons must
occasionally have saved
valuable young animals
by Caesarean section of
a dead mare or cow. I
have myself tried, un-
successfuly, to save a
lamb from a just dead
ewe. But the young of
marsupials have a special
dependence on_ their
mothers until they grow

hair and leave the pouch, which they
enter as prematurely expelled embryos
perhaps an inch long. This little creature
was still holding, but not sealed to, the
teat, and dropped off when I examined
it. It is both interesting and sickening
that it held on for twenty-seven hours
and was still alive and active when I
found it.I thought it the reverse of a situation
so often met among animals (and
humans) when life ends, in a perfectly
formed body, before life, as we know
it, begins. God moves in a mysterious
way to bring about His tragedies as well
as to perform His wonders. Man moves
in a blind way when he kills and spares
for his own ends.
(To be continued)

(C) Punch

Parliamentary English
N May 29 The Listener published an
article under the above heading.
Since then Parliament has been sitting
again and I have again had occasion
both to suffer and to rejoice-to rejoice
because most of the parley Was so good
and to suffer at the little that was so
bad. Of the bad none could well have
been worse than the use of dagnise for
diagnose, not even the assertion, "I am
not being critical but only observat-
jonal." The last word was probably
meant to be "observant."
It is evident that Members of Parlia-
ment do not read The Listener closely,
at least some of it; or else they take no
notice, or forget. Almost all of them still
say "ay book," "ay speech," "aybout,"
"aynother." It was a Minister who re-
cently said "ayfect." Extraordinary, is it
not?
Most of the mistakes are those of mis-
pronunciation, particularly emphasis.
There is persistent stressing, too, of un-
important words, like "of" and "to."
There is trouble, you see, not only with
the articles but with the particles. One
could be sure that almost all members,if quoting from Lincoln’s Gettysburg
speech, would say, "government of the
people, by the people, and for the
people," instead of government of the
people, by the people, and for the
people. This, of course, is not only loose
speech: it is loose thinking.
Sometimes it is a matter of surprising
lack of knowledge or less surprising
slovenliness. We hear "horizon" with
emphasis on the first syllable, "com-
petent" with emphasis on the second,
and a long e. "Particularly" is pro-
nounced "particuly" or even "particly."
"Veterinarian" is awkward, I admit, but

at least one should try, and not be con-
tent with "vetinarian."
"Eligible" is persistently confused
with "illegible," both being wrongly
stressed on the second syllable, with the
i’s and e’s mixed up. Someone talks of
"either of four Bills," and uses "desirous"
for "desirable," even "contemptible" for
"contemptuous." It is a wonder he was
not pulled up. I have been warned over
the air of the "fluctuation" instead of
the "effluxion" of time.
It. is not only, alas, members
of Parliament who .say, "I can-
not help but compare," instead of."I cannot but compare" or "I cannot
help comparing." And there is the con-
fusion of nouns with verbs: "estimate"
the noun, with a very short a, and "esti-
mate" the verb, with a long one; "com-
ment" the noun with accent on the first
syllable, and "comment" the verb with
the accent on the second.
A growing practice is to say "wastage"
when "waste" is meant, "usage" instead
of "use" and many others of that ilk.
This is genteel pedantry and an abuse
of the language.
But at least I have been spared,
strangely enough, any echo in the House
of that pernicious use of transitive verbs
as intransitive, such as one reads in the
papers daily. Perhaps it is due to the
need to cut down the number of words
in press telegrams, and a failure to fill
them in when published. A Minister
cannot be published as warning about
something: he must warn somebody.
There are dozens of these every week in
the papers, but so far, thank goodness,
there has been no flattery of such
journalese by imitation in a much
maligned Patliament.Auditor Particular

NewZealand'sOldest-Established
Second-handBookshop
offers a wide range of Outof Print and Rare Books
and of Current Books at
Cheap Prices in Guaranteed
Condition.

SMITH'SBOOKSHOPLTD
34 MERCER ST., WELLINGTON; C.l.

Telephone 41-931

SKINNY?
If youre skinny, thin and
under-weight because of
Paoit.appeaite

Orpooreatingtake WATE-ON:Putson pounds and inches0f fifm solid flesh_WATE-ON issuper-richIn
weight building calories
plusvitamins,mineralsand
energy elements- Fast
weightgains are reported_No overeating: Makes

LIQUID cheeks,bustline,arms,legsfill out puts flesh on
Or skinnyfiguresalloverbody.Fights fatigue, low resist-TABLETS ance; sleeplessness due to
From underweightcondition. (If

underweight1Sdue[0glan-
CHEMISTS dular or other disorders,consult your doctor first).ONLY GetWATE-ONtoday.

WATE-ON
EachIOOC.C:ofWate-On contains.005mg:ofVit:B12and1665LU:ofVit.D
Larson'sProducts(N.Z.)Ltd,,Wellington.

THEWORLDSBIGGEST
SONGHITS

OPEN YOUR PIANO
andPLAY THESE SONGS

LIPSTICK ON YOUR
COLLAR3/-

KANSAS CiTY 3/-
TALLAHASSEE LASSIE 3/-
IMITATIONOf LIFE3/-
SAY ONE FOR ME 3/-
GUITAR BOOGIE

SHUFFLE 3/
DOES THE CHEWING GUM LOSE

ITS FLAVOUR 3/-
A CERTAIN SMILE 3/- VOLARE 3/6
NEVER BE ANYONE ELSE BuT You 3/-
NICK NACK PADDY WHACK 3/-
ENCHANTED 3/ GUAGLIONE 3/-

Postage 3d per copy

ALL MUSIC SELLERS
Published by:

Ja ALBERT & SON PTY LTD,,2-4 Willis Street, Wellington.

NZ: MUSIC 6 TELEVISION
Incorporating the RECORD MONTHLY

Covering
MUSIC
RECORD REVIEWS MUSIC 2:MUSICIANS
BANDS TELEVISION'
SHOW BUSINESS
RECORD RELEASES 3c6TELEVISION

NEW!! 60

588vni6

THENZ: MAGAZINEFEATURING
NZ. MUSICIANS, ARTISTS,

RECORDS:

AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOKSELLERS; LEADING RECORD BARS, OR BY
DIRECT SUBSCRIPTION:

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

The Subseription Dept:, Date: 19N: Music & Television,
P.o0. Box 175, NAME:
CHRISTCHURCH: (Please print)
Please enter my subscription for One ADDRESS
Yearand renewyearly until cancelled:

ENCLOSEDFIND 24/- Postal Note/Cheque:

96


