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THE TARANAKI RIFLE VOLUNTEERS
The firstmajorengagementof the Maori Wars took teers flag displayed a red St: George's Cross on a
placeatWaireka,nearNewPlymouth, inMarch,1860. black ground, with the Union Jack in the upper
British Regular troops, sailors and marines from quarter: The centre--piece was a viewofMt:Egmont
HMS:Nigertookpartin thisbattle,alongwith the embroidered ingreenand whiteupona crimson field,
TaranakiMilitia and Rifle Volunteers,said to be the and encircled by a blue band with the inscription
firstBritish Volunteer troops to becomeengagedwith "TaranakiVolunteers' Agoldencrownappearedabove
anenemyin thefield. InNovemberofthe same year, the centre piece, and below it a green wreath with
theVolunteersagainfoughtbesidetheRegulars in the orangecolouredblossoms,belowwhichwas theinscrip-
battle ofMahoetahi, two miles fromWaitara,where tion "Waireka The Militia flag was on a blue
theMaoris lostabout a thirdoftheirforce,including backgroundandomitted theSt:George'sCross:
severalchiefs: In presenting the colours to the two corps:Mrs.Col

4To commemorate these engagements, an Warreassured them of the 'gratefuland affectionate
impressive ceremony took placeat New interest" ofthe ladiesof Taranaki,andof theirdeep
Plymouth on 25thJune, 1861, at which appreciationof the braveryand devotion which had
the ladies of Taranaki presented colours proved "that your true English blood has not
to theMilitiaandVolunteers:TheVolun- deterioratedbyyourtransfertoadistantcolony"

Flagshavealwaysmeant much to the Toportsthroughout theworld, the Shell tankercarries
Britishfamilyofnations, for there is no inaddition to crudeoilandpetroleum an ever-increasing
greaterseafaring race than the British: number of vital industrial chemicals, formulated by ShellOfall companyflags.carriedaround theworld by British ships, none is better scientists from petroleum raw materials acetone, alcohol;,
known than that of the Shell Tanker ammonia, glycerine and sulphur, to name only a few
Fleet: productsofShellforworld-wideuse.
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