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THE MUSICAL WEST
HE Wild West, set
ting of so many
American sagas, is the
location for the musical
show to be heard in
Theatre of Music on
Saturday, November 23,
from the YAs, 3YZ and
4YZ, at 8.0 p.m. Paint
Your Wagon was thesecond result of the col
laboration of Alan Jay
Lerner and Frederick
Loewe, whose first musi
cal was Brigadoon, and
whose latest production
is the fabulous My Fair
Lady.
The musical is a fairly
realistic picture of thelife of a mining town,
Rumson-its rise, fem
inisation, and _ decline.The gold was discovered
in the loose dirt of a
grave, in time for Ben
Rumson to stake his
claim in the final phraseof his funeral discourse.
In the mining town that
quickly springs up, his
daughter Jennifer is the
only girl, and one of the
lighter songs of the show
is her unsophisticated
demand to know "What’s
Going On Hére?" as the
miners resent her pre
sence or otherwise react to her. Their
lonely life is expressed in the song
"They Call the Wind Maria." The first
women to arrive are the two wives of a
Mormon preacher, who is persuaded to
give one to Ben, whose memories arestill with his first wife, Elisa. Jennie
meanwhile has fallen in love with a
Mexican boy, Julio, whose first big song
in the haunting "I Talk to the Trees."
Unhappy at home, Jennifer decides to
leave.
The town really comes to life when
the girls, the Fandangos, arrive. It dies,
however, when the gold gives out and
the men begin their trek again. The
wanderlust that affects the prospectors
appears in Ben’s song, "Wandering

Star," and in the miners’ song, "I’m On
My Way," with its refrain "Got a dream,
boy, got a song? Paint your wagon and
come along." The population of Rumson
has declined from 900 to six again when
Jennifer returns from Boston as an edu-
cated young lady. Ben refused to leave
his town, but when Julio comes back
and is reunited with Jennifer Ben
hitches up his wagon and-goes off once
more in search of gold.
The part of Ben Rumson is taken by
James Barton, a veteran actor of vaude-ville and the touring company, and the
part of Jennifer by Olga San Juan. With
other members of the original Broadway
cast, they have some very attractive
numbers to sing.

JAMES BARTON, OLGA SAN JUAN

IN "The Why and How of Satellites," a programme to be heard from YAs, 3YZand 4YZ at 3.5 p.m. on Sunday, November 24, I. L. Thomsen, Director of
the Carter Observatory (left) and Dr H. A. Whale, of the University of Auckland,
talk about the nature and purpose of Man's latest and most spectacular research
instrument, and its possible future. "The Why and How of Satellites" is an
edited version of speeches given at a recent meeting of the Wellington branch

of the Royal Society of New Zealand.


