SHEPHERD'S CALENDAR

What's in a Vame

Y friend George, when I
rang him today to ask if
he would be home at three
o'clock, answered, “Yes, dear
brother, if God 1s willing.” George

has his own way of discovering
the will of God, and it never fails. If
his plans go through, that is by God's
grace. If they miscarry, it is because
God knows better than he does.

God is never far away from George
by day or by night, and He is always

God the Father,
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Today He must
have been an in-
dulgent Father, since George was wait-
ing for me at three and was almost
rebellious when I left after half an
hour. That has been our story for 20
years. If a new chapter begins it will
not be opened by me. I feel close to
George in spite of the gulf that separ-
ates our minds., I want to stay close.
But when I met him first the gulf
was not so wide., We were 25 years
younger, and George was not much
closer to God then than 1 was. Now that
God watches over him every hour of
every day, speaks to him, guides him,
and forbids so much that I constantly
approve and do, the thought of our
friendship sometimes startles me. But

1 don’t think it startles George. I think

“SUNDOWNER"

God allows him a piace for it. If it
troubled him, I am sure that he would
take it, and me, to the Lord in prayer.
Perhaps he does, but if so he does not
tell me. To George prayer is the same
thing in essence—though an unspeak-
ably more solemn thing in purpose and
effect—the same thing as an appeal to
an earthly father, as natural, as neces-
sary, and as little disturbing. The dif-
ference is that when George goes to
God he always gets what he asks for,
since all his prayers end with a request
that God's will and not his own should
be done.

It sounds ludicrous, but it isn't. I
can’t laugh at George, and if I could
I hope I would not. I can laugh at our
incongruity; at the absurd spectacle of
two men marching always out of step
and never attempting to correct their
stride or their pace; at the ridiculous
things we say to each other, the same
words meaning one thing to George
and a very different thing to me; at
our concealments, pretences, deceptions,
and attempted bluffs; but never at
George himself or his beliefs or his
visions, .

He has, in fact, made it difficult for
me to quarrel with anyone called
George. In the course of our friendship
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Y .
“Take up your swag
again and walk . . .
armed . or gunless, go
back into the wilder-
ness”

*

.
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" a murderer 20 years ago be a mur-

he has invested the name with a quality |
that I transfer to the bearers of it
whether they are worthy or not. It is
strange, it 1is preposterous, but if I
could recall at this moment aill the
Georges I have known in the last 20
years there would not be one whom I
would not remember with pleasure. So
much can there be in a name when the
right man carries it.
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IT is not true, I have now discovered,
that hedgehogs hibernate even in
England, if hibernation is an unbroken
sleep from the onset of winter to its
close. What happens, my books seem
to say, is that their dormant period
fluctuates from animal to animal as
well as from season to season. and is
not governed wholly by temperature.
To be able to
SEPTEMBER 7 hibernate safely in
any country a
warm-blooded animal has to become a
cold-blooded animal, and that involves
physiolegical changes which are not yet
fully understood, but seem to be inde-
pendent both of cold and of hunger., It
is physiology, working through fat de-
posits, that starts hibernation; not just
a drop in temperature. For that reason
some hedgehogs become torpid weeks
in advance of other hedgehogs in the
same locality, But it is, of course, a
rise in temperature that wakes a hedge-
hog, and I conclude that our tempera-
tures in New Zealand are not low
enough for a long enough time to per-
mit a sleeping hedgehog to sleep on.
In any case, they do not sleep on in any
part of New Zealand in which I have
lived—and that includes Central Otago
and inland Southland. Here in Canter-
bury I feel sure that they do not
change their body temperature at all,
but remain warm-blooded throughout
the year.
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\K!HEN a friend many years younger
than I am asked me recently to
walk 53 miles with him, carrying a
nine-pound rifite and a 30-pound pack,
through country too empty and rough
for a road, I should have given him
the answer that on a solemn occasion
was given to the Devil, But I fell on
his neck. If I paused a second before
' I did so, it was to
SEPTEMBER 8 make sure that he
was not pulling
one, or both, of my ancient legs. Then
I rolled back the pages. I ante-dated
my birthday by 15 years. 1 felt as
young as he pretended he thought I
was; and as fit; and as eager. But when
I found that we could not start for
two or three weeks ‘1. wilted again. I
was afraid lest his second thoughts!
might be the same as my own—that
God is not mocked; that prancing old
men are mountebanks and fools; and
that every man, whatever he feels or
thinks he feels, is as old exactly as the
marrow in his bones and the wrinkles
in his skin. )

But I saw him again tbday and we
start tomorrow. The illusion of youth,
ridiculous though I know it to be, has
not faded. We have been grinning at
each other, as we completed our plans,
tike Scotsmen sitting over a bottle, and
it does not worry me at all that in 24
hours my legs will feel like logs. Today
my strength is as the strength of ten
because my heart, if not pure, is gay.
It is cheap medicine and I offer it free.
If you have overtaken yourself; and
are sinking under the load, take up
your swag again and walk. If you were

derer again; but armed or gunless, go
back into the wilderness. .

(T'o be continued)
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*Anacin’ Tablets always relieve the
miseries of colds and flu because
they contain medically recommended
ingredients to deal surely and safely
with these winter ills — aspirin and
phenacetin bring down the tempera-
ture and give speedy, long-lasting
relief; cafleine dispels gloom and
depression, For colds, 'flu and every
. kind of pain, take ‘Anacin’,
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An excellent opportunity to enter the
commercial teaching profession is now
available. Young men and women can earn
attractive salaries as commercial teachers
atter completing a special one-year train-
ing course at the Wellington Technicat
College. Some experience in office or
commercial work 1s desirable and prefer-
ence will be given to gpplicants, both
m2an and women, between the ages of 21
and 30 vyears. Trained teachers or
teachers in training are not eligible to .
apply. ) .

On completion of the course trainees
should find no difficulty in receiving
appointments in  post-primary or  the
secondary departments of District High
Schools.

The training programme, which extends
over one academic year, observes the
normal school holidués, Trainees are paid
as follows: Men £570 per annum, women
£495 per annum. Married allowance and
allowances to ex-service personnel are
available to those eligible. On appoint-
ment to teaching positions trainees wil!
be paid_according to the teachers’ salary
scale. This provides for variations in
commencing salaries occording to age

sex, qualifications and experience, an

goes up by steps to £1140 for men and
£1065 for women for non-competitive
positions, and to £1365 for men and
£1295 for women in competitive positions,
plus marrioge and qualification allow-
ances where eligible.

Apply without delay to. the Principal,
Wellington Technical College. Applications
must be todged no later than October
31st, 1957, and a duplicate copy sent to
the Director of Educotion, Department of
Education, Wellington. Conditions ond
anntication forms are available from either
| office. :
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UNWANTED FACIAL HAIR
Banished by “RUSMA” (Regd.);* 1009%

safe. successful; 45 years satisfactory re-
sults prove it. Not a depilatory. Destroys
hais roots. Cannot harm deticate skin.
Salon or home treatment Stamped. od-
dressed envelope for particulars.

FLORENCE HULLEN, 360L Lombton Quay

(opp. Bank of N.Z.}, Phone 43-213.



